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THE 


PREFACE 


TO THE 


READER: 


Ince I was laſt with 
you in, this kind, 1 
bave almoſt been of 
4 many Profeſſrous 
| aud Employments , 
as there be City-Companics : 
and have had as many ſeveral 
A5 Names 


The Preface 


Names as the 'Grand Seignior 
bas Titles of Honoxr ; "for ſet- 
ting ofide e Valgar and Fami- 

liar ones of Rogue, Raskal, 


Dog and Thief (wh wi. he 


igelyp'0 byp bs L-.04 

co »7 
fence) as oO oy of more cer- 
tain figniftatie ; alidous 


Rogne, 4}: cr iskal , 
Lye ,ond (pightful Thief: 
Ay ering afitle all theſe, 

WY baoe! ifavell'd mo” 
quite through the Map, For in s 
moment, r got v0 the Strei ights, 
ſhort the Gulph; ent the Cleg 
and was preſently, Barbarian » 
Indian, Tutk and Jew, ' And, 


not - 


F 


tothe Reader. 
notwithſtanding this , the Buſe- 
neſs went on Lan. the while 
beſides 3, for. there I was Rebel, 


q Traytar, Seat, Sadducee, - aud 


Sociniar; aud then, you know, 
I bad but « little way to Anti- 
chriſt himſelf. 

A bt it 1berefore the beſt 
and moſt boneft way, not to con- 


| (ual theſe alinge 3 that you being 


fully ſatisfied, of that. pernicious 
poyſon that was in the former, 
you maycarefully avoid the dan- 
der of being infeed by this (e- 
cond 3 but if you are. ſo bold as 
to wenture 4 blowing ' look 
cloſely to it : For the Plot lies 
deadly " deep, and twill be be- 


iween 


The Preface | 


tween your Legs before you be 
aware of it”; - for this 12 full out 
er Jeſuitically contriv'd as the 
other war' al and thought to 
be. But; of 'all things, ' have a 


care of putting it into your poc- 
ket, for fear it taker Fire; or 


= wy with your Breeches, 
if you can ſhun it , read it 
_ when you are alone; or, at 
leaſt; not" late in the Ewening : 
For the Venom is ſtrongeſt about 
Midnight ; and ſeizes moſt wio+ 
ently npon the Head, when the 


Pariy is by bimſelf. And if 


you bappen of any doubtful Ex- 
preſton, be ſure you take it for 
the preſent, in the worſt ſenſe ; 


for 


j 


Gee A 


to' the Reader. 
for you may abate again, after. 


the heat of the Weather be over, 
And if at any time you find the 
Viper begin to creep npon you'3 
run inſtantly out w; your Cham- 
ber, and get into any com- 
pany., and fall to rayling . im- 
mediately as bard as ever you 
can i ( nay, ſay ſomewhat to 
your ſelf as you go. along in the 
Streets ) for fury and paſſion 
whets.. the Blood , and keeps 
the Enemy at adiſtance : and 
is found to be as good againſt any 
Bookiſh Infefion, as a Glaſs 
of Sack is againſt tbe Plague. 
I ſhall not tell you one Line of 
what is in it. And therefore 

con- 


The Preface 
conſider well what. you do , and 


lack to your ſelf. But, if | 


you. be reſolud to . meddle , 
be: ſure bawe'a care of catch. 
ing cold :. and keep 10 a mu- 
derate diet, | for there. is dan- 
ger , and jeopardy in it: be. 
is b | 
And 1 maſt defrre, that when 
you . come at. a Neighbouring 
Miniſter of: «the fv ney 
looking over his five. hundred 
Sermons, that you do not be- 
liewe me : For I find, that 
he did not look them all over 
with bis outward Eye , but on- 
ly call'd them ever in bis mind. 
And I defrre alſo , that the' An- 


{werer 


_ —— 
-— _ — 


to the Reader. 


s | fwerer would believe.bimſelf , 
f | and not ime. ; For I. would 
> | wt, by any means, 'bave bin 
- | write 4 Book only abowt that 
| Miſtake.  \And, indeed, where+ 
| FT hf. page » 

| that one: defign of bis. Wris. 

| ting was 'tq. make! an ac- 

| knowledgment , that. a great 

re of what I writ was 

tie 4+ 1.wiſh ths. tirber be 
wonld bawe' let my Truth. hove 
ifted for # , \ without 

i bel of Nha 
ment ( for, I profeſs , be bas 
prevemted\me killing Þ know not 
bow many Otters ) or elſe that 

be would have divided bis. Let- 


ter 


The Preface 
ter into two” parts :\ and have 
'4* the "An(wer 'by it ſelf, 
nr? the As amr =, 
A ſelf +> Which if be bad 
done ', and" 'pick'd them duely 
and carefully'; be might have 
written all that, which be 
calls Anſwer , upon wery kit- 
the wore than bis Thumb» 
nayle. 
" And F muſt particularly beg 
of the Scripture Non-Confor- 
miſts, that they be not too ſe- 
vere upon 4 ſmall Lay-miſtake : 
For my Bible not lying juſt un- 
der my Elbow, | find, I bave. 
in one place made onr ' Sawiour 
ſay that ,, which indexed John 
Baptiſt 


to the Reader. 


Baptiſt ſpoke before bond for 


ham. 

And, becauſe [ am in. 'be beg» 
ging bumour , 1 muſt crave fur- 
ther, that if avy of you bear of 


' @ ſecond Anlwer coming out 
| againſt my former Letter , con- 


terning my _ the Tarts 
before the Chickens ( for 
I am given to underſland, that 


ſuch an Objefion is wiſhed ) 
”" by all means you preſent- 


ly flop the Preſs : for moſt 
Nh Chickens ought to 

bave the precedence of Tarts 3 
both by an indiſpenſable rioht 
of nature , and by the juſteſt 
rules, and traditions of Cooke- 
ry: 


The Preface, e*c. 
þy : And I ſhall always be rea- | 


dy to acknowledge , rather than | 
defend ſnch miſtakes, | 


Some 


__ 
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- | PPPPRRABN 

n | SOME 
'OBSERV ATIONS 


UPON THE 
ANSVVER 
 Toin EN 9U/RY jnto the 


| Grounds & Occastons 
OF THE 


| Comttmpe of the Clergy g-7 
Cc. | 


| 418, 
Hat Service you of I ſhould 
J& do to Church or State by 
WA cracking of Nats, | donot 
of- underſtand ; excepting the 
caſe of ( beſwncs upon 
which , 43 it: has been te- 
ported , ' the Kingdow of 


Noples bas ſome Myſterious dependance ; 
dur-hgweyer ro this Employment our all 
x rien » 


[2] 
Friend, and Acquaintance #*. S. adviſes us, | 
rather than to diſturb che world with idle 
withes, and dangerous endeavours of doihg 
any good, For, achough what | ſent youn 
my haſt , may poſſibly be moſt of it true, 
and might in the opinion of ſome haſt y tner,, 
be counted uſeful ; yer there be others of a 
more , and deliberate Judgement, that 
Gayk wall Gor be true, wc ſhall ir be 
true, betanſe there js an ancient , and” recti- 
ved Axiome aftongſt Stateſmen ; That al 
things that art trug are not fit to be ſaid at al 
tives , as the A»ſwerer to my firſt Lener 
molt politically obſerves, | 
Now, Sir, thjs ſame Friend of ours does | 
not tell me plainly , whether he expeRts to 
hear from me again; and if he does, for 
my part, I know no more what to write , 
than he knows me. For his Love and Ten- 
derneſs towards me, is ſo very great , that 
it will ſuffer him to anſwer but to very little 
of my Letter (as you know, Sir , Friends , 
if they be dear indeed and indeed , are very 
loth to croſs , and contradit one another 
and therefore he troubles not himſelt m 
about that , but ooly he aſſignes me over to, 
God knows, how many further Anſweters : 
as , firſt of all, 1 am to be quarrell'd my 
bi 


(3) 


by all the School- Maſters of . the Nation, for 


undervaluing the great Ordinance-d-ys of 
Humnnltation and Repetition, Next of all, 
| aw to be verlifyed upon patcicularly by 
the Weſtminſter Scholars , who are to per- 
ſecute me ſeverely with Poerical Squibs, and 
Crathers. If theſe do not effect the Balt- 
neſs, then Cowley is to be raiſed from the 
Grave, ant) ©» pp Pundarique 
upon me. all this, the Compcarien 
is to meet, and have a Seſſion on purpole, to 
pick out one of a nimble Pen, and 4 _ 
Wit , to recover the reputation of the meant * 
Clergy. But, if theſe all fail, and ſhould 
not humble me, then by way of Pigeons 
and a Poſtſcripe , he adviſes the Gemry ot 
the Nation to raiſe all the Traind Bands , 
and Cowiity-Troops , to be in Arms again(* 
me ; and having well whetted therr Swords, 
to make harp Thruſt: at me, and to wownd 
my reputation, in order to the Redemption 
of their Coven Hellen, who was carried 
Captive to a ſmall Yicarage. In ſhort, Sir, 
it is very plainly the opinion of. che Anſwe- 
rer, that if ſome body does not rake me 4 
hand, and (as he lays, p. 22.) do nec ſeeb. 
to leſſen the value of my Letrey , 20d that v*e- 


ry ſpeedily, the Church will certainly be 2: 
B G13 


x 
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ſunk by Michae'marnext, and the State will 
tumble after it in the following Spring, Eleſs 
met think 1, what's the bulineſs ? a man 
cannot with a few honeſt, and innocent 
wiſhes, but that preſently he muſt be rhyw'd 
on, confured, and fou C1 but that he muſt 
be bound over to Weſtminſter Squibblers, bard 
T hruſters , and Keputatiotawonnders And 
for what? Only for endeavouring to pro- 
cure the meaner fort of che Clergy a little 
more Money, and a few more Books. 

Bur, perhaps, Sir, there may be ſomerhing 
elſe ; We bad beſt theretore look a little 
into the Anſwerer; to lee where the offences 
lie, and where we are likely to be quar- 
reil'd , for this Gentleman letting oft the Gun 
very calily , fights but very litle himſelf , 
bur only fers out the ground tor the Batrel, 
and claps his hands, and cries, Ho/oo, to the 
Armies that are drawing up. 

But before that be done, I cannot but 
take notice, that although our Friend, for 
old acquaintance ſake (which poſſibly might 
be begun at Padua , for where elſe I ſhould 
be acquainted with any #. S, I cannot deviſe) 
in many places, is very. prodigal of. his ſweet 
t xpreſſions rowards me , yer, 1 perceive, it 
is a) ways dore with a very wary pradent re- 
ſerve : 


5] 

ſerve; For his Love and good Opinion oi 
me ſeldom hold above a Page together , if 
ſo long. In one place of his Preface , he 
thinks him whom he anſwers, a very bone 
Gemleman , but in another Huft (fays he ) 
We are 41 good men as himſelf, and bave 
reaſon to quarrel with the world, that we are 
vet more admired yo bonowred, For my 
I began to call for my #hinyard , be- 
- js 6 afraid that he = fy have drawn 
but all was ovet preſently again , for; in the 
next Side, he falls into ſuch a commendation 
of me; for joyding the Credit and the Ser - 
viceableneſs of the (lergy together , as if lie 
would have ted me with nothing but S»g r- 
Sops and —_— bur yer, for all that, 
before he cloſes up his Preface, he ſets my 
unwilling teeth to the difficult task of crack - 
ing Nuts, Nay , ſometimes his AﬀeCtion 
riles, and falls , within fix Lines compaſs ; 
for in the beginning of the firſt Page of his 
Anſwer, he ſeems ſomewhat timorous, ard 
doubtfnl : Either (ſays he) the Anther 
does truly believe, and affettionately bewail , 
or does very vainl 5 if not hypecritically ton, 
enquire into the Grounds and Occaſions of the 
C _—_ of the Clergy. Bur this trembling 
and jealous Fir was quickly over , for utc 
B 2 vety 
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very next Line, he loves me like mad, ſaying, 
that he docs readaly believe (notwithſtanding 
the frequent drolling that might make ſome 
ſevere men to doubt )that I am un good earneſt, 
When | had read theſe words,doubtleſs think 
I. now "twill be a Afatch , and I may venture 
now fiircly to ſpeak for the great Cake. Kut 
alas, This Paſſion call'd Love;is ſuch a Pall- 
on for changeableneſs ! for betore I had made 
an end of that Side, all was Dowgh a gr 
he falls into another Pua/m; and doubts 

whether 13 many things Thave ſaid well. 
And chus, Sir, he carries me from Page 
to Page; ſometimes he makes me rich in 
imagination, and as Illuſtrious as a Peer ot 
the Realm , but, by and by, he takes away 
all my Treaſure, and Credit, and (p. $0.) 
gives me an inevitable choice of Fool or 
Knave. Some flattering and half Friend 
would have only faid, as he does, that «/ 
the Gentry covet my Company ; and that my 
Acqnaintance lies with the Learned (Clerp) 
on/y. Bur alas, Sirg he knew full well, char 
this might have hutff 'd, and quite ſpail'd ſuct) 
an unſcttled temper as mine ; and therctore 
he knew how to (pend good words moderat- 
iy, and how to put in adaſh of Humaliazion 
with diſcretion, To keep company y 
with 


| 


x *| [7] 

es | with Worthies, and the Learned, is too fat- 
ing and foggy ; it would in time intoxicate, 

| al beeed once, and bad humours , and 
| therefore my Friend knew very well, how 
' ealchivl and ſeaſonable it would be for my 
Conſtitution co take ſomerimes freſh Air , 
and to ſend me abroad to gather Briefs, The | 

\ truthof itis, 1 muſt pertetly refign up my 
| Golf ro his management , for whether 1 do 
or no, 1 perceive , he will diſpoſe of me ac- 

to his good pleaſute ; Sometimes I 

am permitted to be 1n the r3ght ; ſometimes 
| maſt be in the wrong ; e'ne according to 
the hiimour that he is in ; for once in ſo ma- 
ny Pages, to keep me meek, it is conveni- 
ent, that Faulcs ſhould be found , and then 
he applies both eyes to the Book, and looks 
for them with all earneſtneſs and ditigence : 
And indeed , Sir, it 1 may ſo (ay without 

' ſeeming conceired of my own undertaking ; 
the Anſwerer might as well have excepted 
againlt all the Book ; and to make ſhort of 
It, have pronounced it one entire and con- 
tinaal Lie from beginning to ending , with 

2s muck reaſon, as to except againſt many of 
thole places, which he has pick'd out to 
confute : Which will more plainly appear 
dy the choice of the Objcions, that he has 

| B 3 ' mad: 


” ww oy ITT OS 
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[3] 
made againſt my Letter : For having moſt 


carefully rernſed his Anſwer, I profeſs , Sir, 
to, you, that, in my opinion, the moſt ſtar. 


dy ones which are to be found in his whole | 


Book, are ſuch as follow; viz; 

"That there is ſomewhat in Homer , beſide 
an eAccompt of Achilles's Toes, and the 
Gracians Boots. That take two Lad: , the 
one fixterm, the other fourteen years of 
ave; he of ſixteen ſhall be wiſer than be of 
fourteen, Cxteris paribus, 5. e. as he explains 
himſelf, /f at {ourteen,t he foreſaid ſixteen Lad 
hapned to be 44 wiſe as the other is now. That 
every Gentleman that keeps a Chaplain, ba 
not 4 Coen Abigail to wait upon his IP 
That it is lawful totakg a Preface from A- 
dim, becanſe the New Teſt anwtns refers to 
the Old. That there is a Net gbbourts ' Mi- 
niſter of hu, that bas above five undred 
Sermons by bim ; and having lately very will 
looked over the ſame, finds not one of them to 
bepin with an ingenious Pifture. That it » 
very allowable to ſhred into a Sermon geod 
fore of Latin and Greek ( at leaſt rang) 
though it be in a Contrey Pariſh; becanſe 
o'd My. Dod wſes to ſay, ſo much Latin, /« 
much Fleſh, That it 11 a great joy, and re- 
"reſÞrarnt 12 4 Miniſters own widerſtanding te 

: q ole 


| 
| 


| 
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| quote ſeveral Lan wages, though no body WH 


| 
| 


derftands thew but himſelf. 7 hat though it 
ſhanld he admitted, that for the neſt part-in 
4 Comntrey Village Latin might be ſpared-; 
yet, if it be ont of St, Auſtin, it is very wſe- 
ful, though nos Creature in the Pariſh under- 


' flands ane Tittle of it , bicanſe ignorant 


prople are not to be impoſed nyon. ftly., 
That thoſe little Sentences, viz. as it were, if 
1 may ſo ſay, and with reverence be it ſpe- 
ben, are very mollifying Sentence! , and may 
with as much reaſon be uſed, as (1'it2 loqui li- 
ceat, or detur verbo venia. 

Theſe, Sir, as far as I can perceive , -afe 
the moſt knacking and deſtroying Objecti- 
ons againſt my Book, As for the reſt, he ci- 
ther moſt plainly, and groſlely miſtakes me ; 
or elſe he tries to do it, but ſays the fame 
that I do (only he does not know of it ) 
when he thinks he contradiRts me : All which 
will appear aftenwards in their due places : 
for I would willingly be as careful to obſerve 
his Method , as he has þeen induſtrious to 
miſtake my rags AM 

The firlt thing, ein | am ſo ſhametully 
and horribly out, is, that / have not ſuffic;- 
ently reckourd up the Grounds and Occaſions 


of the Contempe of the Clergy. For that I 
having 


[10] 

having referred all to Ignorance and Poyerty, 
| have ſays he, (p 5,&c.) moſt careleſly 
left out the Papiſts, Jeſnits, Zuahers, New 

bs ; and (by his leave) he has for- 
got one, a5 well as ] the reſt, and that 
1s the Draining of the Fen , there being 2 
near relatior! berween Arhesſm and the Cor- 
thmpr bf the Clergy. But no man can think 
of all things at once. 

Well ; and do you think , Sir, that our 
old Friend is in good earneſt, or does he 
drall ? Does he in his Conſcience believe chat 
the Papiſts do (light and undervalue our 
Clergy ? Do they lay their Plots, and 
Stratagems to make us dayly more and more 
deſpiſed ? and: does he think that they are 
really, at the very botrom of their hearts, 
Adverſaries, and Enemies to the Church of 
England ? Well , fuppoſe they be ; what 
would he have me to do in this caſe ? Muſt 
I ſer ail preſently for Rowe, or diſpatch a 
Letter forthwirh to the Pope, defiring him 
out of all love, to tic up all his Priefts and 
feſwits ; and not to ſuffer any one ot them 
to croſs our Seds : and furthermore to let 
his Holineſs know , that in good truth , he 
does not do at all like a Genr/eman , to Ict 
his Agents, and Emiſſaries ramble up and 

down 
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lown with Swords, and long Perabes, and 
other faſhionable diſguiſes ; inveagling thoſe 
of our Church, and ſearching up and down 
in unknown habits, for ſome of the leaſt of 
our Learned Clergy ; puzling them with So. 
jhiſmes, and making their Triumphs over 
them? Do you not think , Sir, that he 
would liſten to this , as he did ro the ©u4- 
C: that wetit over to convert hith. Surely 
the Anſwerer cannot be ſo ignorant of the 
KRemiſh Church , and Conſtitutions , as not 
to ſee, thar fo = a5 the Pope believes him- 
ſelf Supreme , Iifallible , or (which is 
all one) endeavours to carry on the humour 
ot being thought and believed ſoto be , fo 
long as the Proteſtants ſtand in their opinion 
for Schiſmaricks , and they believe, or, at 
leaft, ſay they do, that there is no ſalvation 
out of their own Church; ſo long as they 
think themſelves obliged, or pretend to 
think , that they ought to uſe all Arts, and 
Means , to reſtore all again to themſelves , 
and to fruſtrare all the Intents of the Refor- 
mation , Laſtly, ſo long as they think them- 
ſelves Judges, or will judge what Means are 
moſt likely to be cffectual to bring about 
their deſigns , (hall we imagine that they 
will beg our leave to comb their Pernker, be- 

tore 
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fore they come out of their Dreſſing Room ! 
or that they will take our advice what ſtreet ' 
they ſhall walk in; about what Corner 
they ſhall ply , what Company they (lull 
keep, and whom they ſhall dipute with? + 
Now, Sir, becauſe I thought it next to [m- 
poſſible, to hunder altogether their contriving 
our contempt (it being in a manner in the 
Body of their Religion ſo to do) as alſo that 
there be ſeveral wiſe and wholſom Statute; * 
of this Realm, with all care and prudence at 
firlt made, and ſince often renewed ( and 
now lately inforc'd by ſtrict Proclamation) 
fo prevent their bad intentions towards us, 
afd to defeat, as much as may be, their plots | 
againft us, it the Anſwerer would but have |, 
con(idered of theſe things", and had he bur 
had that ſame gratifying Maſter of his, 
who uſed, as he ſayes, ſo to open bis under- 
ſtanding in the Caſe of oats and Florus; 
perhaps he might begin to gheſs, why 1 did 
not particularly inſiſt upon the Papiſts, as 
great occaſions of the Contempt of our Cler- 
£y, butleft them , and many ſuch things, 
to be treated of by him: In doing ot 
which (although I am not apt to boaſt of 
00d works ) I think I did very friead(ily : 
Foe had I not left two or three ſuch things 
un- 


( 13] 


untouch'd, he would have been hard put to 
it (as far as | perceive) to have found Fyc- 
niture for his .- (wer, 

But yet for all that, If I were very high» 


ry with my own Model, and were 


ved to hale, and fetch in all tro my rwwo 
choſen words of [gnorance and. Poverty, and. 
ſtifly ro defend the fame ; I could then, Sir, 
for a need , tell him, that many have been 
tempted ro turn Catholicks ( as they call 
them ) for want of preferment ;- and many 
have been abuſed and lighted. by them, and 
brought themſelves and others of their Pro- 
_— into Contempt , for want of Know- 

e, | 
Now, though I never expected, that all 
the Clergy of England ſhould be ſo, ſubrrl 1 
Logick, ſo cunning at untwiſling a Complex 
Theme , i experimentally 5lyll'd in Subjett 
and Predicate, ſo accnrate at forming 4 
Verb, and at hunting ont an Etiology 2 
the firſt Original (as I perceive the ys St 
is, by what he ſo earneſtly recommends in 
ſeveral places ) but that here and there one 
in a (ownty might poſlibly be worſted by. a 
keen and pinching Jeſaite , yet certainly, if 
the Clergy in general, were better furniſhed 
with all ſort, and advantayes of Learning, 
it 
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ir would be more difficult for thoſe diligent 
Enemies of ours, to meet with ſo many 
_—_ opportunities of Viory and Con- 
: and the , you know, Sir, the 
Grounds and Occaſions ot the Contempt of 
the Clergy would be mucti lefſen'd , though 
net altogether removed : Far I hope , that 
no hody counts me ſoextravagantly mad,and 
daring , as- to think that 1 ſhould beheve, 
that it might poſſibly be fo contriv'd,” that 
there ſhould not be. any Living Creature in 
Orders in the whole Land , but ſhould be (6 
rich, and Learned, as that he ſhould never 
retfipr any man to diſefteem him ; or that he 
ſhould behave himſelf ſo worthily, and diſ- 
cteerly, that it were impoſſible for the vileſt 
Ratkal, Varlet, or Infidel inthe world not to 
reſpett him, and attend to his DoArine , 
(which is a thing that the Anſwerer has a 
great mind that I ſhould fay , becauſe he can 
contradi&t it) ſeeing that I had faid ſeveral 
tices in my Lerter,as alſo in the Preface,that 
I would propound hothing,as near as | could, 
but what was hopeful, and pratticable. 
Which thing , if he had been at leiſure to 
have minded, he need not then have held up 
his hands ſo high, and repeat it ten or rwelve 
tim:s with ſuch wonderment, that I ſhou'd 
rcter 


Lis] 
tefer all to Poverty and 1gnorance. 
| am very loth, Sir, to go about to abate 
the Anſwerer's prizing himſelf, for diſcove- 
ring ſo many other ſeveral occaſions of the 
Contempt of the CITrg) » beſides thoſe 
which I mentioned : but | perceive he ſeems 
mightily concern'd (as you know, Sir, one 
Friend cannot but be for another) that 1 
ſhould be ſo lamentably nuſtaken, as to ſay, 
that whatever leſſen the valxe of the Clergy, 
| & render i leſs [erviceableto the warld, 
| mightbe reaſouably boped, may be all refer- 
| reato Ignorance and Poverty, For, ſays he, 
' (+. 7.) The Occaſions of the Contempt of 
the Clergy are not only (on ow part) 1gne- 
rance aud Poverty. Again (p. 18.) Tau 
| had ſaid enongh, (lays he, sf or Ignorance 
and Poverty had beeu only ſomt , or the wasn 
of theſe things that leſſen aur valve , aun war 
the ouly things. "And (p. 22.) Wherefore 
arain, ſomewhat elſe 1s ſonuttinues the occaſi} 
as of the Contempt of the Clergy, And; 
(rp. 2.) I1miſh, lays he, you had not (aid, 
Wh ierer leſſen the ralue, = — $0 that! 
perceive, it I had ſaid that Pererry and Jp- 
norence had been fame of the Cavies, orihe 
maingor cluef occalion, or the like, it had 
paſſed well etough ; (1 might poſſibly have 
hat 


[16 ] 
had the Gentlemans Daughter ; ) but to ſh 
they are the o»/y,; that there is -.0:hing beſides ; 
to put in that ſtabbing word whatever, i 
was an unkind, oy wafriendly Expreſ- 
lion, 

Truly, Sir , you know pretty well my 
remper , and [I believe, would vouch for me, 
that I had no malice in my heart, when| 
ſaid Whatever, But I muck wonder that the 
Anſwerer , who did ſo often, and ſolicitouſly 
wiſh, that that ſame offenſive word #batever 
had been left out, ſhould overlook thoſe 0- 
thers that are in the ſame Sentence ; viz, 
than might be reaſonably boped ; or it he 
did not , what did he think they meant ? he 
may believe me, that thoſe words were not 
put in by chance, and ( being ſlow to con- 
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tels) now made uſe of to deliver me from | 


a dreadful Miſtake: But I intended there- 
by to (ignite rwo things; firſt, That [ 
would enquire into ſach cauſes, and grounds , 
as might be reaſonable, and » + for me 
to enquire into ; and not into ſuch things, as 
were already taken care of by the Las of 
the Realm, of Canons, and Conſtitutions of 


our Chwch , as was before hinted. And ' 


had we an A# of Partament, that were 
in as good force, againſt the Poverty of rhe 
Clergy, 


— 


9 ——— 


[17] 

Clerpy, (which a worthy , and very learned 
Author in a late Treatiſe tell us, H Th 
might be ſo ordered , as it might *** © 
not be very grievous to the Subjett ) as a» 
gainſt the forrtign , and domeſtick enemies 
of our Chwrch , | had leit out that; as well as 
thole many other cauſes , which the Anſwe- 
rer thinks fit to mention : But indeed as to 
that other buſineſs of want of Learning , 
that would ſcarce be eaſily remedied by a 
Vate of the Houſe, except it were extraordi- 
= full, 

nother thing that I intended by thoſe 
words, was, that I would meddle with no- 
thing that was almoſt impoſſible to be whol- 
ly avoided : and therefore, at that time, I did 
not think it convenient ( though perhaps at. 


; terward | may ) totell the people, that 


there are a great many very wicked ones i 
the world, and always will be. Such I 
mean, who defying Heaven, and even 
God himfelt ; it is no wonder that they are 
not ſparing to a Clergy-man; although he 
has a very large Parſonage, and although 
he has all thoſe ſame Books, that the Arſwer- 


, rer ſays (p. 46:) he has heard of : nay, 


though he be one of his nei ghbourin 4 Diattorr; 
with his rarling { each : For we have thoſe 
that 


[18] 
that can cxr/e and ſwexr , as loud as that can 
rattle, and r#mble , let the road be never {6 
uneven, and the Coachman drive never {6 
hard ; and ſo they will , fo long as they 
give themſelves up to the Devi/. But | 
thought it not fit to write a Letter to Him , 
to chain up his _ 9 rp of darkneſs,from 
intermedling with aftairs on Earth , norto 
inſert him for one Ground or Occalion of 
the Contewpt of the Clergy. But this, I think, 
may conveniently be faid, that whatever 
number we have of thoſe that are deſpilers 
not only of the Clergy , but of all thatis 
good ; and that were ] to write my firſt 
Letter again ; I cannot (by the bleſſing of 
God) think of any more proper way , <& 
ther to recover them from perpetual ruine, 
or to abate their infeting of others , than 
with all carneſtneſs to wiſh that their might 
be dayly additions of ſuch to otur Worthy 
Clergy , whoſe Counſel, Value, and Ex- 
ample might win them by degrees into 
ſome ſenſe of Religion, and better opinion 
of thoſe that are more peculiarly the Afain- 
tamers of the ſame. 

1 know there be ſome, who having a 
great mind to diſlike ſomething or other, 
think they have made a conſiderable Obje- 
&10n 
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can | Rjon againſt what 1 writ before, by ſaying, 


r {6 
f fo 


that | was very lilent as to the carroage, and 
anver ſation of rhe Clergy : which may be 
panly true, and yet no great omiſſion ; be- 
cauſe 1 thought with my ſelf,, that if there 
were any want of advice, and exhortation t9 
the Clergy , it might be more proper to be 
performed by fuch as had Azthority over 
them , and power to mind them of Eccleſs- 


| aftical cenſures : bur, for my part, I know 


very littl2 Service that [ could do in that kind; 
unleſs 1 ſhould have rid up and down the 
Country, and turned Parverror, or Informer , 
and ſo bring in a Kol! of ſuch as are idle and 
negligent in their Profeſſion : An employ- 
ment, I muſt conteſ(s, that I do not much 
approve ot , but ſhall leave it to the ready 


| and liſtning Nonconformiſts , whole ill will 


to the preſent eſtabliſhment of the Church , 
would make them very glad of the office : 
and, I am confident , they would bring in a 
very fine bill Gnce St, Bartholomew the fa- 
mou , if they were but entrulted with the 
contriving Of it, 

And perhaps this may in part ſatisfy what 
the Anſwerer thought he faid againſt me ( p. 
10.) viz, that Artegrity , together with 
Learning , and an Fftare , is more conli- 

C dcerablie 
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derable than either of them or buth together, 
Yes truely that it is , by above renin the 
hundred : Bur yet for all that,he need not to 
think, that ſuppoling the great Tithe, | 
ſhould be beſtowed upon a Vicar , that he 
thould preſent)y fall to breaking all the Cam 
mandements , and faying the Creed back- 
wards : for that itis, or at leaſt muſt be his 
meaning , it he intended to gainſay what! 
had wruten, that 1s, that Learning, anda 
good convenient Eſtate are of none, or very | 
{mall accompt , andulſe in a Clergy-man, if 

there be but integrity of Life , and good con- 

ver/ation : Which, | ſay , I think is not ex- 

traordinary true : For take this ſame Inte- 

erity . that has but lirtle money, and very 

few Books ; and give this Integrity a good 

Library , and the knowledg thereot , and ' 
an hundred poonds 2 year , andif this Irre- 
grity be not more conliderable, and do 
more good in the world , than poor, naked 
and unlearned Interrity , I never faw the 
like of it , eſpecially m a Cleroy-man , who 
you know, Sir, lince miracles are ceaſed,zre 
ſuppoſed ro come to a better knowledg of 
the mind of G4, and better able- to &1ic9- 
ver the ſame to the people thar' are commir- 
ted to their care, by dedicating themſelves, 


and 


(21) 
ind their time , ro that D-ſign and Ser- 
Vice, 

it is jAlt ro as much purpoſe, and a5 much 
againſt me, what che Anſwerer (2ys on in 
the lame Page, viz. Thar very rich and very 
larned Clergy-men have been deſpiſed , 
witneſs the Byfops in the late times, Yes 
muly', } muſt needs grant an o)d Friend of 
mine, that taking away all their Eſtares, the 
Arch-Bitops Head , and putting many of 
them in Prsſon , are notable Signs of rheir 
being deſpiſed : and he may remember alſo, 
what the ſame deſpiſing Rackals did to our 
Soverargn the King ; and what would he 4n- 
ter from thence ? If any thing ar all, ir 
muſt be , that Riches and Knowledy are a)- 
together as vſeleſs , and as ſubje&t ry Con- 
tempt, as Poverty and /gnorance : If he 
pleaſe, he may fo infer ; but when he has 
done, he will (carce be able to hire two ina 
Connty to believe him , unleſs they be very 
ſpecial and inward Frierd:. 

But of all Stratagems that he-makes uſe 
of, to ſhew how vain, and fucceſleleſs all 
my endeavours were likely to bez that cer- 
tainly argues the moſt of cloſe and thick 
thinking , which he lucks upon ( p; 12. ) 
Nay, ſays he, 1 will vexrave further 4 line 

C3 2 rag 
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ty make it appear (and indeed if there were 
ever Venture made , this was one ) that ly. 
ne arice and Poverty are not the only ground: 
of Contempt z for ſome Clergy-men are « 
much ſlighted for their great Learning , @ 


others are for their Ignorance, Now , al | 


though he ſays in his Preface , that he would 
wot much boaſt of convincing the werld , hav 
much 1 was miſtaken, in what 1 undertek; 
yet, I am confident of it, that this Conut- 
varce of his cid inwardly as much rejoyce 
the Cock/es of his heart, as he phanhes, that 
what I writ did ſometimes much rick/e w7 
ſpleen Bur wherein , I pray, bir, are 
they (lighted ? O fays he, in their Preach: 
ing; 4 Learned Scholar Preacher can new 
ther keep the People awake , nor make then 
write after him, whereas a plain right down 
leſs learned Divine ſhall make them ſtare, 
and ſtart ag a4 ; fo would an honeſt Block: 
Rover with his Beetle , heartily calhng at 
the Chirch-Door , once in hve or lix Mi- 
nutes, as well as the moſt Eccleſiaſtical Fiſt, 
powerfully exerciling upon Easfying Wain- 
[C0f. 

But does he think, Sir, that /pnoraxce 
will out- preach Zcarzng * He 1s to remem- 
ber that mo wars. of Learning, I. put 

allo 
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lo Diſcretion, and \want of the uſe of 
Learning ; and alſo conſideration of the ca- 
packy ot the Auditors ; and there be many 
| ather things, belides Greek and Latin, dad 
' Wards, and ſome Afyſterious Points, which 
| topreach to Commun Os you had -az 
| good give them a LefFare about Squaring the 
| Circle: And therefore he did not hear me 

ay,tharthe greateſt AferersScholay is always 
| either the moſt admired Preacher , or realiy 
does the moſt good ,'beciuſe many other 
Circumſtances are required, upon which the 
Fame , and Succeſs ot-a Preacher does forne- 
times depend : Bur yer, thus far I. durſt 
ventare to (ay , (feeing that we are gar 'upon 
the Fentarreng - Pin ) that he that underſtands 
the Holy Scriptures beft , and thercin- the 
Mind of God explained ;- ( under which I 
comprehend all ng requilite for the 
lame) he alſo that has the Command of true 
and uſeful Rbetorick ; + diſcerning whar 
words are moſt proper, and intelligible ; 
and how they are ſo to be ordered as they 
thall not make either any harſh , and un- 
pleaſant noiſe, nor be difhcultly underſtgod; 
and that has'belides an audible and graceful 
Voice, a comely and unblameable Geſture; 


it this man thus accompliſh'd , be not more 
C 3 reſpeed, 
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reſpeMed, and likely to do mor? good inge. 
nzral,than he thay wants all, or has but ſome 
tew of theſe, 'then itis a moſt raſh andidl 
thitg., to wiſh the try meaneſt we! haveof 
the Clergy, to have'had the opportunities 
any better improvement. i» 

But, O, the ſantiftd poſtures ; the fowl. | 
liar avd condeſcending Srmlitades, and the | 
nſinuating and, wolenls Voice ' | hope, vir, 
they do not felolet to: miezle my Clergy. * 
war, or think that I intended only's mare 
Devine , one that thould only frown”, and 
forehead lis Pazt{hioners into a Godly Life, 
inſtead ot prudently ' reprovigg: them , and 
ſaying nothing tothe purpoſe , ſhonld only 
.chear up the- people:, with. drawing up his 
Chaps into a plea/ave Smile , when the Uſe 
of | Comfore is ready to come 2+ Of which 
Religious Face-nwherr , we had u 
plenty in the late-dral/na rimes, thote, | 
mean , that - ufe to; turn up rhe Gladb, and 
ſpend a quarter of it, -in rocking theraſelves 
into a (till Fir of Prayer, and then breaking 
out into a ſudden fright of Devotion , as it 
they were riſen-from the dead. We are, 
(thanks be ro God) -paſt thoſe day# , when 
the Put>iteers uſe ro ſtrip, and truſs them- 
telves, as it they were to (hew (ome biri- 
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tal txmbling ; and fo having hung up their 
Cloaks,and put back their Hair behind their 
Fars , ſometimes they were for bending 
backwards : as it they would take, up 
2 Shilling in their Eye-lids ; ſometymes 
again for ſtretching upon the Culhion , 
as if they would turn ever their heads, 
and ſhew you the double Swmmerſer ; bur 
then, it there came to be any extraordinary 


| Shew, and the Occaſion did require any 


tranſcendent Feats of Ativiry , and great 
Apility of Body , ſuch as a pablich Thank:- 
giving , Or a Solemp day of Humiliation ; 
iuch a time called only tor cloſe Drawers , 
and the Breeches were to be left at home, 
becauſe they were great dampers of the pow- 
er of the Spirit , and a vaſt hindrance to the 
efhcacious carrying on the Work of the Day ; 
agd the Patent” a. | ſucceeding T ax: Thengir 
was that Godlinels chiefly conſiſted in the 
management of the Eye , and he thar had the 
leaſt Pupil was the moſt righteous ; becauſe 
moſt ealily concealed by the rowling whire, 
Then it was, that they would ſcarce let a 
round-fac'd man go to Heaven , but it he 
had but a little Blood in his Cheeks , his 
condition wag counted very dangerous ; and 
It was almoſt an infallible Sign of abfolure 
reprobation : 
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reprobation: And I will aflure you Sir a very 
honeſt man of a Sangaine Complexion, it he 
chanc'd to come nigh an ofhcious Z eala'; 
Houſe, might be ſermthe Stocks, only tor 
looking freſs in a froſty morning ; and yet, 
for all that, theſe pale and world-r | 
Saints, (hould iyly lick up all the Swee: * 
meats of a ſmall Paris, and religioully fuck 
down a Pint or 1wo of Afalaga , and then 
deſpiſe the Creature, unle(s taken with mo- | 
deration. 

What the Anſwerer meant, in ſaying, 
that an unlearned Preacher had many ways 
to keep 0) mg and to make them as 
bulie with their Pens, as the Clerks are in 
their Chancery-Office ; whereas a man of 
Reaſon , and true Eloquence ſhould not fo | 
much as draw forth one Sigh, Tear, or drop | 
of Ink , I do not underſtand , for, for my | 
part , I ſee nothing to the contrary , but | 
that a perſon of good Education and Diſcre- 
tion (it he did not think it uſcleſs and phan- 
raſtical) may holow as loud, as the moſt il- 
literate of all; for , Sir, it you remember, | 
care was taken , that ſuch as were deligned | 
for the Miniſtery, ſhould have not only all 
their our ward [.imbr, but alſo grod , ſtrong, 
and laftyns Entrails;, which , you know, 
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4r, it the Mouth does but open, and things 
be but a little ordered , will make noſe #- 
mwwrh. It indeed people were to be bel- 
lowd, or blown to heaven , then certainly 
their Herd/man with his Horn, might fave 
more people ot the Parith,than the Afenifter, 
though he ſplits his Throat ; and 1 deny not, 
but that a man may be ſcar'd by a whole Can- 
non, or a Crack of Thunder , but ſcarce into 
a good Litg that will hold and continue ; 
and although to the late famous T riers , it 
was an approved of Sign of Converſion, to 
have been in 2 great Storm, or T ewpeſ#, and 
to have been a little frighted or atte&ed 
therewith , yet I cannot torbear to ſay, thar 
that perſon , who has been kept awake by 
a meer hideous nosſe,and ſuch a frenuoms Þ oice 
that will not ſo much as let the poor /ack- 
daw: reſt quietly upon the Steep/e : when he 
gets but once out of that jarring Din,he may 
preſently tall afleep, and as well try to medi- 
tate upon a Sownd of Trumpets, as any thing 
that he remembers towards the amendment 
of his Lite. 

| did partly, Sir, promiſe to obſerve the 
Anſwerer's Method ; but 1 am afraid I ſhall 
not be altogether {6 good as my word ; and 
it | fail, | ſuppoſe it is no great matter , for 
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I do nor perceive , that the cloſeneſs of his 
Stegeis ſuch, as ſhould ftriftly require any 
ſuch thing , theretore, before | proceed any 
further , as he tells me ( p. 5. ) that hehu 
"0 reaſon to thank me, that I ſhould take no- 
tice of no other Occaſions of the Contempt of 
the Clergy , but [qnorance and Poverty ,; (0, 
I am ſure, I have very little reaſon to thank 
him, for trying to make people believe, that 
I ſhould ſay , that whatever diſgrace or Con- 
tempt did lie unon any of the Clergy , it wa 
altogether their own Faults; To which pur- 
poſe, I am confident he (peaks nigh rwenty 
times in his Book, By two or three placer, 
Sir,y ou may gheſs at his meaning in the reſt, 
(p. 6.) he ſays, [ dv almeſt inſult over the 
Poverty of the Clergy , and that 1 do in a 
manner excuſe the Laity for deſpiſing the 
Clergy; and (p. 1 8. he wonders at me for 
thinking that the Clergy is who!!y acceſſary to 
their own ſhame ; whereas it is oft times their 
Airfortune , as he (ays, ( p. 23.) and the 
matrer had not been much, if he would have 
been content, to have been miſtaken all a- 
lone by himſelf , but he muſt draw in the 
Countrey-Gentlemen , and ſcandalize them; 
and fet them to mike 2 groundleſs and fenſe- 
leſs Speech, from what he pretends they 
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ſhould find in my Book; ſaying, Zook you' 
here, Parſon, have you ſeen thus Book ? fs 
one that ha made it at plain # the Sus , 
that you are x Company of dui! Block-heads , 
and that the reaſon that you art 10 more reſpe- 
Bed, us all your own fault ; and fo you m 
een ſink 11 your own ſorrows, there is no boa! 
likely ro piry'yow. | 

Surely , Sir, ' the Anſwerer has got my 
Bok purpoſely printed for his own miſta- 
king ; For;l cart find no ſuch rhing at all in 
mine :' namely; that aff rhe diſcredit, or 
calamity that _—_ any of the Clergy ts 
wholly , aud altogether occaſione# by them- 
ſelves. ''But'the contrity'l find almoſt e- 
very page: a4,'ſuppoſe a Lad ſhould be im- 

ed upon ," ir made believe he is fit for 
the Univerſity ; and thereupon ſhould be 
preſently ſet away with Cat» ,' Cordelins , 
and Texter} Epithets' for Gunpowder Trea- 
fon, and With Miri au'De $14 — and per- 
haps the beginning of the next verſe, ſo ht- 
ted ro his tongue, that'it is ready to Raft 
out of his mouth at the firſt ſight of the 
Theatre, or Kings College Chappel: and 
ſuppoſe when he comes there , that his parts 
are ſuch , that the Afeuſer come upon him 
bur very (llow!y , or that he carcs nor much 

tor 
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for rheir further acquaintance ; having been 
ſuthciently bang'd out of all love to them at 
School already : or, ſuppoſe he having a 
naind to ſtady , has neither Time , Books , 
nor Adoney to purchaſe them : but muſt go 
to the Stqtioners, to look what's the Engliſh 
of a word : and that his friends being enther 
not willing , or nor able t@ maintain him 
there above five or {1x months , he goes and 
ſeeks his fortune; and ſo, as it is in the 
Fable, he rhsps into the pond, 'in hopes of a 
flock of Sheep ;' but it (© falls owt, that he 
never arrives to the preterment of above 
twenty pounds. 4 year ; Whereupon , Sir , 
upon theſe and the like occalaons , 'it ſa hap- 
pens, that ſuch an one poſſibly proves not 
very ſerviceable to the Church, nor much 
eſteemed of by the people. . Now can any 
one in the world, belides the Anſwerer , be 
ſo mad 25 to think , that I who had reckon'd 
up theſe, and many ſuch occaſions of the 

ntempt of the Clergy : and finding there- 
upon, here and there, a perſon in eraers not 
ſo honoured and uſefu}, as might be wiſh- 
ed , ſhould preſently bid him (or tempt 0- 
thers, by what [ ſaid, to do it) go hang, 
damn, or bury himſelf alive ; go ſink , drown 
or dye 11 a ditch lih a Dvg : he may fort 

man 


[31] 
thank himſelf ; it was perfetty bus own fault, 
a great lazy lubber , that might have had a 
Living of fax or ſevenſcore pounds 4 yeat ; 
and he muſt be modeſt , and go puling mto a 
private corner with one of ſuxteen , an idle 
and unambitions Coxcomb , that might have 
had his Barns top full of Corn, beſides two 


| great ſtacks in the T ard; and when he ſhould 


be gathering in hus refreſting- Harveſt, for him 
to be. countong up hus few 1n-coming eggs, or 
ſcrambling with the paor Pigg for Plums under 
the Damen tree : an ull contreving Raſcal ghat 
in bis younger years ould cheeſe to lug the bag 
and the bottle a mile or two to School , and to 
bring home only a ſmall bit of Greek or Latin 
moſt magiſterial'y conſtrued ; and world not 
enter himſelf into one of the great Schools of 
the Land ; where he might have recewved hue 
belly ful of knowledge wn full chargers , and 
afterward having five or ren pounds a year 
plentifully altowed him by hus- friends, ſhould 
forſake the Univerſity , and the Advanta- 
os thereof , 14 go ſneaking ento the Country , 
and ſpend the prome of bus years with a comm 
pany of ſmall Grammar-Singers © a careleſs 
an improvident wretch , that ſhould be ſo 0- 
verſeen, as to be deſcended of (ſuth an hu- 
mconrlome and ph/ermatich Father . mbho was 
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fo ſurely, and dull as to beſtow uon him nei. 
ther Eftate nor Parts; or that ſhould te (i 
enCconſiderate andamds(cerning as that he ſbou!{ 
ſuffer himſelf to be begorten of ſuch mean ani 
ordinary Parents, whereas there be ſo man) 
fine and tall Gentle-folks in the world , tha 
could have given, or procured him preſent pre- | 
ferment : away miſerable and low contented 
mortal ! Weep on , and dye, finking in you | 
own ſorrows, and im own contrived miſe. | 
ries ; for you wli>e have m help, pity 
or reſpett from me. 

Atter this rate, Sir , he diſcredits the 
Countrey Gentry , in that Speech, which he 
makes for thera : as it he could find any one 
creature in the whole Nation ( that ever 
ſaw my Book) beſides himſelf, ſo cgre- 
giouſly weak , as to miſtake me {0 grolly, 
as he 5 them to do. 

Neither , Sir , would it fatisfy the. An- 
ſwerer to endeavour to make people be- 
lieve, that u was my opinion, that whatever 
asſeſtpem any of the Clergy did lye under, wat 
perſettly eccaſion'd by their oron choice , and 
wholly to be attributed to their own neglett, 
and impradence : but he muſt needs go about 
to draw mein, to wndervalue the whole Cler- 


£7 #f the Latid : Which be has as much rea- 
jon 
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ſon to hope to do ( from any thing that 1 
ſaid ) as totry to periwade me , that I pro- 
miled in my firlt Zerrer ro cur my own throat; 
and, tor that purpoſe, he has to ordered the 


'bulineſs, that in the Mercwvina Libraring , 


to the end of the Title of his Anſwer, 
theſe words 1re added, viz Wherein i con- 
tained, a ſober Vindication of the Clergy of 
England from rhe impuration of Folly and Is. 
wrance. Now, bir, although I did not ſpend 
much time in contriving a fet commendation 
of our w/e & honourable Clergy, yet in ſeve- 
ral places I ſaid ſo much, & acknowledged it 
{o far,that | rhought that no body,that would 
bur ar all attend to what I writ, and were not 
very humourſome,and peeviſh beſides, conld 
poſſibly miſtake my meaning ; my deſign 
being not © make anecedleſs, and folemn 
commemoration of the Learning and Wiſ- 
dom of our Clergy (which the whole world 
has always admired , and have reaſon ſtill ro 
do, and our Adverſarries to dread) bur ſtill 
to increaſe the number of 2ur Admirers, and 
that we may become a greater terrour tothe 
Fnemes of our Church. Neither, Sir, was 
] alroverher ignorant , how much the ordi- 
nary fort of our Fagls/4 Clergy do far excel 
in Learning , the common Priefs of the 

Church 
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Church of Rome. But , Sir, 25 | told you 
m ay laſt, as there were very good reaſons 
(ever lince Infallsbiliry, and the feyeral Art; 
thereunts belonging, was laid alide)tor Which 
it might be convenient, that our Conmmez 
Clergy (hould be richer than theirs : So tor 
the fame reaſons , it might be requiſite (or 


at leaſt very delireable ) that it ſhould be | 


more learned , but for all this, Sir, the As- 
ſwerer , taki 
itanding what 1 meant , on he goes (p. 25, ) 
moſt hiſtorscally ſhewing, , that the Znglih 
Clergy, ſince the beginning of Queen Elna- 
beth's Reign, is much improved , and the 
reaſon is , becauſe they can now preach much 


better, than the High Sheriff could then: | 


whom I muſt grant to be a moſt admi rable 
Preacher , it his Phanſie , and Bikers held 
out good to the end ot his Sermon; to which, 
were it worth the while te reply, it might be 
ſaid, that ſuppoting the Clergy be ſomewhat 
improved fince thoſe dayes he ſpeaks of , 
and that the reſt of the world ſtood ſtaring 
ſtill ar the ſame low degree of .underſtand- 
ing , then a Clergy-man, alrhough but a lit- 
tle amended in his judgment , and excelling 
thoſe of former times, would be much valu- 
ed, and reſpefted, But ſuppole the _ 

av? 


no great delight in under- : 
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have an odd kind of Phanlie to enquire, -to 
improve, and in their way and proportion 
to grow in knowledge alſo ; then a linle 
ynprovement.in the C/er gy will not polibly 
be ſo hugely wondered at, as the Anſwerer 
expetts it ſhould be, unleſs he could procure 
an Order to have all that are now living in 
the world, ro be preſently knock'd on the 
bead, and to ferch trom the grave the High- 


| Sheriff, and his ignorant Halberteers to ad- 


mire the growth and increaſe ot Learning , 
that is now to be found in the preſent. Clergy, 
Bur, for my part , | muſt confeſs; I know 
no reaſon to deny , that the ( lergy of the 
I and does daily conſiderably improve ; but 
withal, I do not perceive where the Murder , 
Witchcraft, or the jd «iti[me Of the bulinels 
lie, either in wiſhing that they may ſtill 
rm; or in ghefling why they go on no 
er 


I believe, Sir, you are ſufficiently tired 
with reading the ſmall Devices, that the 
Anſwerer makes uſe of to defeat the delign 
of my Bock, and the hard ſhifts that he 1s 
ſometimes put to, rocontrive but a conſcis- 
nable Miſtake ; but when his parts grows 
low, and his Invention flags, then he is tor 
ſeeking out for one of my own ſuppoſed 

D Us. 
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OL e(lions (and preſently ſhutting the Buck, 
leſt he ihould read any of the Anſwer ) he 
ſpends his time in paraphraſing upon that, 
How o'ten, Sir, he falls into this humour, 
it would colt the Aerader near (ix pence to 
know.” I ſhall give you therefore at-preſent, 
Sir, "but —_— of it : About the be- 
ginning of p. 32. he wonders at me very 
muck for ſeeming roſay, that the worft of af 
Scholars are pick'd out for Druvinty. Fir, 
lays he, {s it not 4 iFrange thing, that they 
who have diverted to other 5tudies , (hould for 
a great part, prove excellent in their kind, 
able |. avyers , expert Phyſicians, Gec. yt 
they only who ſettle ro Divinity , (hmld for 
the moft part prove otherwiſe. Yes truly , it 
b5 a very ſtrange thing ; and I believe the 
like was ſcarce-ever heard of; :eſpecially by 
an Anſwerer, who: will newher read, nor 
gheſs tollerably : For, it he had but taken 
thar fame ProſpettiveiGlaſs, which be ad- 
viſed me to look upon the Laity aithal (p. «;) 
and had he butturncd either end. of ir-upon 


whart | ſaid, (p. 14117, 20, & 81.) pet- | 


haps his wondring in time would have ſome- 
what abated , for there he mighr have tuund, 
that very few determine themſelves to the 
Protellion ot Lay, or Phrſich , without 

the 
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the conlideration of ſore Eſt.:te ; upon 
which they torelee they may be probably 


Maintained ,  unul they gain $kill cnough, 


and reaſonable Contidence , to profeſs, what 
they delign ; and, ſure | am , that there 1; 
ſcarce now to be found a Lawyer in the Na- 
tion, that ever got, or is likely to get Sauce 
for @ Pullet , but ( belides his Zniver/ity- 
preparations) has ſpent the beſt part of his 
Sx {ix or ſeven years together to fit 


mt for his intended Employment , and 
as t0Fthole many others that go only to the 
lant of Canrts, tolearn and admire the ex- 
cellent Knack of eating without a / rencber , 
or to know the Porters Name, and the tour 
Terms ; \hele are only a ſhame to them- 
ſelves, no great diſcredit to the Profeſſor ; 
becauſe they never intend, nor endeavour to 
practiſez and if they ſhould go abour it, 
it would be but to very little advantage for 
them to give a proof ot their il] ſpent time , 
for he that palpably loſes his Bulineſs at the 
Barr, once and again, meerly for want of 
$kill, and not out of pardonable miſtake , 
he may e'ne run home to his Chamber, and 
lay alide his Gows ; 'for his Sword will 35 
well become him in Michaelmas-Term , 45 
in the Long Vacation, 5 


- - 
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And theſe , Sir, are the choice and beſt 
ot the Reaſons, that] can find in the A4- 
ſwerey , upon which, he will not ſufter any 
of the interioor lort of the ( lergy to come 
to any higher degree of knowledge, before 
they enter upon their Holy Employment, 
The nexc thing, that he undertakes to ſhew, 


ts, that ſuppoling the Ignorance of any of : 


the Clergy be fuch, as it were convenient 
ro wilh it leſs ; yet that I have either not tru- 
ly afligned the cauſes of it, or have omitted 
many. And here in the firſt place, he fall 
upon me as ſeverely, as the very Caſtle-kerper 
himſelf could have almoſt done, for find- 
ing fault with the common Method of Schoe- 


ling : In which, his firſt aſſault, abont | 


Greek and Lain, is (o forcible and furious, 
his Reaſonings ſo killingly cloſe and deſtroy- 
ing,and all his DireQtions fo ſecurely back's 
and guarded , that I was almoſt rempred to 
renounce / og1ck,, and all its works, and 
never to come again within a Furlong of an 
Hntwifter of complex T hemes , bat preſent- 
ly toclap Hat under Arm, and to run as hard 
as Legs would carry me, to the firſt man 
that ſold any Amo or Tv'z7e. About the mid- 
dle of p.35.(a place I am fure I ſhall no more 
forget than Marſtor-AMorr ) atter a mild 

and 
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and gentle preface , as ſweet and courteous 
a5 Friend could deviſe, viz. [ beg your pare 
don, fays he, of 1 be not altogether of your 
opinion, 4s tothe npaeſrof Schooling. When 
alas ! (little thinking I of any ſuch danger , 
ſo nigh at hand) without mercy he ſeizes 


| _ me with the utmoſt violence , and dint 
0 


Logick , and beginning with a moſt con- 
founding disjunftive Sylogiſms, called by 
the wicked and hard-hearted a Dilemm4 , or 
Cornate (which you know, Sir, is the moſt 
barbarous and unchriſtian than can be inven- 
ted by man of Argument) he tells me aſter 
this inhumane and ſavage manner ; Either, 
ſays he, it « neceſſary that Greek and La- 
tin ſhould be learned, or not. Now, for my 
part, Fire or Water, burn or drown , 1 
know not which ro chuſe, It 1 ſay net; 
than he has me moſt cruelly upon the Hip , 
and brings me over with a moſt deadly 
Gulſh: For |, thinking nothing of this 
Miſchief, had gone, and toolithly ſaid, char 
there were very good Books in Latin and 
Greek; and therefore, ſeeing I cannot 
avoid it, I muſt ſay Yes; thovgh it be to 
the undoing of my Wife and Childcen. Ye, 
lays he ? thensf neceſſary, thoſe Languages 
are tobe /carned at School, or not. Well : it's 

e'ne 
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e'ne 25 good to be undqne at firſt a9 at laſt ; 
{| muſt lay Yes agam. PFery good! ſays the 
eAnſ[werer , and now et have got you t hat 
far, 1 proceed, and aſſnme. Nay, think], 
now t perceive , he intends to Kill me alive; 
now come French, Spaniard, Tak, Tar 
tar , or any deviſable thing , tor nothing, | 
am ſure, can be fo heatheniſh, and void of 
all Grace, as a cruel and blood-thirſty Aſ- 
ſumer : But I muſt be content , . for on he 
goes, and ro make an utter end of me, ſays, 
that it Greek and Latin are to be learned at 
School, thn a good proficiency is there to be 
be mate , and if a good proficiency , ther 
mthing but the mery wards of the Language: 
are ts be ſtudied. But 1 know, Sir, he'll 

ready to ſay, that he does not conclude-ſo; 
but | care not tor that, for he muſt con- 
clude o, if he intended to conclude againſt 
what I ſaid: For I ſaid nothing againſt the 
T angnages, but only rhar ſome other delight- 
ful Employments might be mixed 'with 
them ; and rhar a very competent sk1ll rhere- 
in might poſſibly with more advantage be 
gain'd out of ſome other Authors, than out 
ot Dittionaries, or Fanna's, Which are not 
much better. A Lad ſurely may bring up a 
Jietic rr metich and Ge metry ( befide - 
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good Bougert of Latin and Greck ) without 


breaking the Horſes Back ; efpeciully if his 
Father; man comes but along with him. And 
as the Anſwerer ſays, he has heard of Fa- 


| there, Councils , and the like, fo 1 have 


heard there is a Greek, Exclid, and that 
there be many Latiz Books, out of which 
Knowledge , together with words may be 
conveniently learned. But alas! now | 
think of it, o/d Folks will not give unto 
Children any Reaſon, for tear it thonld choak 
them. Whar, give a Child rank and fur- 
fetting ſenſe! lt will breed Worms, the 
Itch, Kib'd Heels, and Scabby Heads. ..Cb/- 
dren muſt have only Water-Gruel , icail'd 
Milk, Bread and Butrer thin ſpread, and 
gay'd, and calle digeſtible words. A 7 r;- 
avple brings down the Pin of the Mouth , 
and a Square, it it beany thing large , ccr- 
tainly inflames, and cauſes the Sqwirzy. 
And, as the Anſwerer ſays, (p. 37+) /t 18 
Memwry alonethat is to be cheriſhed and em- 
ployel in Lads , that berng the great Store- 
howſe and Foundation of al Learning. Yes 
truly, it is ſo, but for all that, 1 do not 
much approve, that a whole tile ot Lads 
thall be all hang'd up indifferently together , 
tor nor being able, in the ſame rime to get , 


and 
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and repeat ſo many Inches, or Feet of words; 
whereas perhaps ſome of them , having nx 
turally bur a finall Faculty that way, have 
as muck reaſon to be whipp'd, becauſe + their 
Hair is not curl'd and flazen , or their eyes 
are not gray. And whatever Senſe the Au 
ſmerer may pretend is to be tound in Schoel- 
fooks to allift and help the Memory , yer it 
is nſually ſo undiſcernable to Lads, that you 
had as good (et them to ger by heat all che 
" S1gnttrom Temple-Bar to Weſimunſtcy , a 
many T asks that that they are ott-times obli. 
ed to, 

And as for the bulineſs of Homey , it the 
Anſwerer will promiſe me not to be angry, 
1 will for once chule rather to be of my 
Lord Bacon's Opinion than his , who tells 
us in his Advancement of Learning , that 
** he can without any difficulty pronounce , 
© that the Fables of Hemrr (notwithſtand- 
* ing he was made a kind of Scripture by 
** the later Schools of the G recans) had no 
* ſuch inwardneſs in his own meaning ; but | 
however, as the Anſwerer well obſerves, 
there 15 ſomewhat elſe in Honeer belides »A- 
chilles's Toes. Burt I profeſs. Sir, my mind 
4d fo run upon the fo often commended 
Mw: ilblis of the C p* a1 (72 TE T11, that 
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| might eaſily forget the Back/e-Garters. 
But is there nothing elſe in that ancient and 
venerable Poer, but dry Stories of # ootman- 
ſip, and ſuch like low Accomplithments ? 
Was it not he, that laid down the farſt Ele. 
ments of Phyſick, and Chyrargery ; and 
gave the firſt Glimpſes for ſcraping of Liz, 
and Fpreading Plaiſters upon Leather ? Is he 
to be undervalued, that is not only the Moſt 
{ briſtian, but moſt Proteſtant of Poets ; in 
whoſe Works you may not only find all 
Praftical Divinity, as faſt as in the 7**le 
Book of Pity it ſelf, but moſt Caſes of 
Conſcience warily reſolved, and knotry 
Controverſies accutely decided ? 15 he to be 
called a Kwmbler, who glides as ſmooth as 
a Star, or a fired Rocket of Tow ? who was 
not like common confined Mortals , born at 
one Cull place ; but at nolefs than ſeven the 
moſt eminent (ities of the Eaſt? Is he, 
with whoſe Works, Alexander alone could 
take reſt, when as the whole World befides 
could not content him : is he, who has been 
ſo ſolemnly quoted in all Ages, and fo ge- 
nerally relic on as the only Standard of 
Grecian Cloſſicalneſs, to bx compared with 
G aragantud, that was famous for nothing 
elſe but Torch hurl; ? Alas, Sir, this is no- 
thing 
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thing to what might be found in Homer , if 
people were but diligent , and go but deep 
enough into the Cr1ginal, There is the » 
ſmts Powder , that the world has made (uch 
a great ſtir about, lies ſo evidently in one 
place, that reading but the very Verſe with 
rrue Accent , will almoſt cure an ordinary 
Lnartan : And again, there is the Phils. 
ſophers Str , for which people have been 
groaping ſo many Ages: I could ſay ſome. 
what concerning a certain long word in the 
ſecond [1;ad, that would encourage an often 
fruſtrated Phaloſopher, to call for his Ceſpair- 
ing Bellows,and preſently to blow up a treſh, 
And indeed moſt of thoſe Rarities , Which 
latter Ages have counted themſelves happy , 
and ingenious in the finding out ; as the 
Compaſs " Printing, the Circulation of the 
Blood, and the like, are fundamentally all in 
Homer , and if people had not been lazy 
and diſtruſttul, might have been long before 
brought to light, by a little help of Dyd:mw 
and Euſtathins, 

And this purs me in mind of what T have 
heard fo otten faid concerning his Lat 
Brother , Prince Virgil, namely, thar it 
all eAr:s and Sciences were abſolutely lolt, 
burar or ſank , and only Yirgi left ſecure , 

in 
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inthe Capire! ; rhey might be all moſt eafily 
recoverec out of- k:m, by one that has bur 
patience, 1 black s ye, and 4 good ( mm n- 
rator, In one corner of a Yerſe lie very 
cloſe all the Secrers and ſeverat Syſthemes of 
eAſtronomy ; and though Rycciolm has 
ſeemed to ſearch many Author? tor his curi- 
ous Obſervations, and to have ſpent many 
an hour in his ingenious Contrivances ; yet, 
if you trace him home, and watch him bur 
cloſely ; you will find, Sir, that he is only 
a Paraphraſe of four or tiv: Pounds price 
upon thoſe bare truitful words of the Port — 
quo ſidere terram, From another ſmall 
quantity of Princely Verſe may be retrieved, 
it need ſhould be, all the practical 2s well as 
fundamental Laws of Policy ; ard that Can- 
d:« ſtood out twenty years, only by a right 
underſtanding of — Apibns Quanta eXperiex- 
tia percrs; keeping cloſe to the Letter , and 
25 afterwards taken by ſome Idle, and loo. 
ſer interpretation of the ſame words ; there 
is nothing more plain. Nay, Sir, | ſhall rel] 
you a little further, what a Nonconformiſt 
not long ago hinted ro me, viz. That if che 
preſent Fathers of our Church would but lay 
aide al Fecleſfiaftical Hiſtory, Fathers, 
Conncils and Canons , be welt nndertate to 
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draw up, out of the Evangelical 1nd Prophe. 
eical Writings of Virgil (as he call'd them ) 
ſuch a Body of Divinity and Church- Diſci. 
pline, as ſhould exaitly agree with the Pri- 
muitive Dottrine and Intentions of aur Savi- 
ewr ; and more than that (giving me a pri- 
vate jogg) he was almoſt ſure, that if c>ix 
great Poctical Divine had lived in owr days, 
he wozuld have twrn'd out at Bartholomew ; 
for he found ſome notable [nſinuetions in the 
Anthar ag ainſt the Surplice, and renonncing 
the Covenant, $0 that , Sir, upon further 
conſiderations, I muſt be forced to acknow- 
ledg what the Anſwerer ſays (p. 35.) that 
together with the F abulows part of Poury, 
there 1s a great deal of wſeful Leaning to 
be found. 

But withal, Sir, I muſt beg leave to put 
in a Caution or two, as to what was {aid 
a little before concerning Homer ; and then 
nota word more of Homer all this Year, 
And firſt of all, 1 have made ſome little en+ 
quiry concerning Alexenderi's laying him 
under his Pillow ; and I find, that the Lear- 
ned difter ; ſome placing him only upon a 
Stool by the Beds lide, and others over his 
Head upon a little Ridge ; the ancient 
M.nſcripts not fully agreeing about ve} 
and 
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and va4g ; and as for Rablais, I ſhall nor 
undertake tor his being ot the Kefor med Ke- 
ligion ; but as to Divine Myiterres, | think 
that Homer and be may equally pretend : 
and though Compariſons are odious, yet 1 
am ſomewhat forward to acknowledge, that 


the mighty ſpirix of Garagantus declining 


the vulgar way of coming into the World , 
and cunningly —_— up the Hollow Vein , 
and ſo making his Eſcape under his Mo- 
thers Ear, is not much inferiour either for 
honour or ſtrangeneſs to that Seven.Caty 
Birth of Homer, I meet indeed ſometimes 
with idle extravagant people, that are fo 
prophane as to compare his Poems to Chivy- 
Chaſe ; but ſuch | always check ; ſthewing 
them plainly, that when the Per has a mind 
to recreate his Keaders to =_ , then by 
the elegant help of kis little tickling 7vs 
and N's, he could do it ſoeffectually , ,thar 
nothing ever came more delightful trom the 
Town of Athexs, What more T beorbo- 
like than 73» 0 hpi bi exrierm lethy as Se ov] 
3477). What more ſmooth and celeſtial 
than £y eTvby]e, £x@abv]s, manrnpes] Eriarty. 
But indeed when the Broad Sides of Polu- 
phloiszbaid's, the H Wppodamos's , and the 
Þluſcarthmnio's are dreadtully diſcharged 
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towards the upper end ot the School, and the 
noiſe thereof come grumbling down like 
Cart over a woodea Bridge , 1 will og 
ſay, but that a ſinall Lad or {o, ot a tender 
Conſtitution, may chance to creep under. 
neath the Table. Burt to make an end, Sir, 
of this , queſtionleſs there is a very peculi. 
ar and ſecret worth in ſeveral Authors ; and 
if you want a Bir of ancient Authority, to 
plant Cl-fſically upon the Title-Page of your 
Baok, , there is none that is more fit, or. has | 
been more ſerviceable, than the worthy Poet 
before mentioned. Nay, ſo ſerviceable hy | 
he been in this kind, that I durſt almoſt ver- 
ture to ſay, that if he ſhould by any Mis | 
fqriune be afterwards utterly loſt, he might | 
be fo far pick'd up by pieces out of Title 
Pages, that there ſhould ſcarce be wanting 
one + # munlol@. —— 

And thus having done with Greek and | 
Latin, | ſhall,now, Sir, follow the Anſw+ 
rer tO p. 39. Where he tells the world, thatit | 
he wonld have made the wor(t Conſtruttion of 
all things, (and indeed worſe 1 think no bo- 
dy could have made very calily) : is my 0- 
pinion that thirteen or fourteen years of age # 
old enownh for A Boy fo be dubb d C Freſh-mas | 
1n the Un:verſity , whereas l only ſaid , it 
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but very low and lender diet to live (ixteen 
years upon the meer ſtrength ot. words: bur 
notwithſtanding that, he hurries on in a 
moſt ſharp conturation of me ceterss paribus, 
as he did aboutGreek,and Latin; buryet ſome- 
what warily, quoting by the way Dr. FHam- 
wond, and axether that were admitted into the 
Univerſity at thirteen, and did well. Where- 
as, in' that place , it never enter'd into my 
thoughts to conlider to: -whar years it was 
beſt ro continue at Schoo! :: bur only, lerrche 
time be what it will, 1 thought thar ſome of 
it poſſibly might be better '4penr, - - Bur the 
<Anſwerer does no more here, than in mary 
other places belides ; For where the contu- 
table matter grows ſcarce and thin, then 
he is for making ſome certain opinion for 
me , and having depured me to ſay fuch, 
and ſuch words, be begs {eater to \ſup geſt 
ſomewhat, { p. 40.) and then he falls with all 
Vengeance upon that ſame poor opinion of 
his own devyiling : and knocks it and ban9s 
it, toduſt and aſhes. And thrs humour 15 
ſo powrrtul upon him , that within rwo-or 
three pages he is at it again, viz. (p. 44.) it 
dies not , ſays he, always neceſſarily follow , 
thet Repe-dancers in the Schools prove Tack 
puddings inthe Pulpur, Noverily, it does 

not 
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not ; and I knew it very well : but that does 
not hinder but that it may ſometiates follow, 
or very otten, or «ſwaily bappen ( as I laid 
Pag. 33-) 1 pray, Sir, when you meet the 
Anſwerer next , delire him to look a little 
better to his words : He could pot be con- 
rent to put in always inſtead of »ſ#ally , but 
he muſt bind it, and ram it with »eceſſ@rily 
laying, it does not alway neceſſarily follow, 
I owe him, as I remember, a Inte curiolity 
for treating me ſo barbarouſly about that 
ſame troubleſome word whatever. 1 wilh 
with all my heart, that he had not faid al- 
ways ; for an old friend, an old acquaintance 
to fay always! and to put in neceſſarily 
beſides! it was certainly a moſt unhappy 
overlight, Bur then, | liked that which 
follows lingularly well, :.e. having made 
me to ſay, that al chat ever bad been Pre- 
Varicators and the like, did alway: neceſſarily 
prove Triflers in the Pulpit. e, ſays he, 
{ think [ bave catch'd bim bravely; for | know 
ſome that never came there , yo others that 
have,who behave themſelves very gravely and 
ſeriouſly. Yes,and ſo do 1 know leveral ; that 
have been courted, or forc'd to undertake 
thoſe publick places of wit ; who are now 
in their ſeveral prof-ſſians , as conſiderable 
perſons, 
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does | perſons, 25 belong to our Nation - But yer for 
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all that, as | believe, that it was not guibb/ing 
which made them io confiaarable , fo {till | 
am apt to think, har ſugh exerciſes do pro- 
voke ſlender-witted Lads, to ſpend too much 
of their time in ſuch Tritles, who having 
no ſuch tempting Examples , nor hopes ot 
applauded jeſts , might poſſibly have em- 
ployed themſelves in ſuch ſtudies, as might 
have made more tor their own, as well as the 
Worlds Advantage. 

| wonder what the Anſwerer counts 
worth the while , when he ſays (pag. 44.) 
be thong ht it worth his, to add a ſupplement 
ts theſe things, which [had reckoned as conſes 
of that Jenorance that ts in ſome of the Cler- 
#7- lam nor, Sir, ſo ridiculouliy lilly, as to 
lay that nothing might be added : Bur yec 
in all ſober ſadneſs, the Anſwerer muſt ex- 
cuſe me, if I right down fay, that the 4c- 
compte which I have given, does nor at all 
appear «mperfett, by any addition that he 
hath made, For firſt of all, ſays he,7 have 
t1hipp'd over the dulneſs of ſome mens natoral! 
parts, Surely thoſe places were not rent our 
of my Book , that teils him, not only that 3 
L ads parts ought ro be gheſs'd ar, and oft 
times might ; but that diicrecr and wile Pry- 
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not ; and I knew it very well : but thr does 
not hinder but chat it may ſomeriaes follow, 
or very otten, or #ſwaily bappen ( as 1 laid 
Pag. 33-) 1 pray, Sir, when you meet the 
ſwerer next, defire him to look a little 
better ro his words : He could not be con- 
rent to pur in always inſtead of »ſ#ally , but 
he muſt bind it, and ram it with »eceſſerily , 
faying, it does not always neceſſarily follow, 
I owe him, as I remember, a little curiolity 
for treating me ſo barbarouſly about that 
ſame troubleſome word whatever, 1 with 
with all my heart, that he had not faid al- 
ways ; for an old friend, an old acquaintaxce 
to fay always! and to put in neceſſarily 
beſides! it was certainly a moſt unha Hl 
overlight, Bur then, | liked that w 
follows ſingularly well; .s. having made 
me to ſay, that all that ever bad been Pre- 
Varicators and the like, did always neceſſarily 
prove Triflers in the Pulpit. There, lays he 
*/ think [ bave catch'd bim bravely; for 1 know 
ſome that never came there , a others thas 
have,who behave themſelves very gravely and 
ſeriouſly. Yes,and ſo do 1 know ſeveral ; that 
have been courted, or forc'd to undertake 
thoſe publick places of wit ; who are now 
in thexr ſeveral prof-ſſians , as conſiderable 
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jerſons, a5 belong to our Nation : But yet for 
al that, as 1 belicve, that it was not guibb/ing 
which made them io conſtaarable , fo {till | 
am apt to think, that ſugh exerciſes do pro- 
voke ſlender-witted Lad, to ſpend roo much 
of their time in ſuch Trities, who having 
no ſuch tempting Examples , nor hopes ot 
applauded jeſts , might poſhbly have em- 
ployed themſelves in ſuch ſtudies, as might 
have made more for their own, as well as the 
Worlds Advantage. 
| wonder what the Anſwerer counts 
worth the while , when he ſays (pag. 44.) 
be thomght it worth his , to add a ſupplement 
ts theſe things, which [had reckoned as cauſes 
of that Janorance that ts in ſome of the Cler- 
#)- 1am nor, Sir, (6 ridiculoully lilly, as to 
lay that nothing might be added : But yec 
nall ſober ſadneſs, the Anſwerer muſt ex- 
cule me, if I right down ſay, that the 4c- 
which I have given, does not at all 
appear «mperfett, by any addition that he 
hath made, For firſt of all, ſays he, 1 have 
thipn'd over the dulneſs of ſome mens natmra! 
parts, Surely thoſe places were not rent out 


of my Book , that teils him, not only-that x 
Lads parts ought ro be gheſs'd at, and oft- 
times might ; but that diicrecer and wile Pry- 
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ficians (hoyld aiſo be conſulted , before it 
thou!d be"drrermined that he ſhould live by 
Le«r1wg. | did not indeed give any parti. 
cular directions that every Lad , before he 
was fo determined , ſhould take a certain 
prove ; and according as that ſhould be 
tourd to move the hamonrs quicker or ſlower, 
ſs» he ſhould be reſolved upon , as ſprightful 
and aptrebenſive, or as dull and a3ncapable : 
But excepting that one thing, all care was 
taken that any wan( belides the unreaſocable 
Anſwerer ) could poſlibly expect : Bur yer 
tor allthat, he ſays alſo , that 7 forgor the 
ftert tay which ſome make at the Univerſity 
which un truth, as he lays, 1 had great reaſon 
ro have taken notice of. Which Ldid, as 
think, ſo plainly , that I know not how to 
have done 1t more , unleſs | ſhould have got 
it encroſs'd upon Fellom in great Text hand, 
znd have ordered every word to begin with 
a vaſt red Zerrer, But theſe omiſſions of 
min. he hints at by the by only : But (pag, 
a 5.) he pirchcs upon three very zemarkab'e 
things , which he ſays, by my favour, he 
thinks I have not conſudered , and yet they are 
Iuch as do much concur to the keeping of ſome 
of the Clergy low in Learning, wiz, want of 
Prob, wint of time, ard wart of learned 
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Comoaiiy. Now, Sir; it you remember the 
Anſwerer /a)s that he gave 4 Jhilng for my 
Letter avid reaa ut. Bui,tor ny part, 1 pru- 
tes I can (carce tell how to believe him ; for 
he writes and anſwers, as it he had lived al- 
together ar the Afolucco 1/lands, or, as he 
lays of himſelt in his Preface, like one that 
# out of the World of Books. What can we 
&, fays he (pag. 45.) without Books, wnle/s 
Learmng were infuſed and inſpired into us by 
4 Miratle : and again, What Can we do with 
Books, unleſs we had time to vead them + Very 
right;and ſo ſaid I: And 1 know no ditterence; 
but only I aid it in Afichaelm Term, 2nd 
he ſays it in Hillary. It is, Sir, to me a very 
ſtrange thing;that che Anſwerer [hould ſeem 
perfectly to forget what 1 (aid , and yer 
nke the very ſame words, and print them , 
and ſell them for ſupplements and new di/- 
coveries at the Kings Arms in St. Pani! 
Church-yard, which were ſold three months 
before at the Angel in Cornhsll. 

And thus, Sir, 1 have in ſhort conlidered 
what the Amiſwerey had ſaid as to Schools and 
Univerſities. It is time for him now to 
call me ro an Accomprt concerning preaching. 
Which he does (pag. 5 3.) and firſt of all he 
ers upon me with s charge general, for en- 
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6- 07ing to bring the whole Office of Prea- 
ehing tmto Contempt. 1 wonder that , when 
he was about it , he did not thruſt it home: 
and accuſe me of cutting oft the late Xing: 
head ; or that I had a defign to burn all the 
Bibles that were ro be found , from the ar. 
geſt that lizs on the Deck, to the ſmalleſt 
Geneva ; not leaving, it poſhble, ſo much 
asa Pſalter or Primer in the whole Land; 
and that to his knowledge I did intend to 

in this Antichriſtian work upon the firſt 
of Jane; that the billers molt certainly 
were already provided ; and that I had ſpoke 
for the bruth wood to be bronght out of 
Kert. When people fall a gheſling , Ilove 
they ſhould ghels ro fome purpoſe, 1 hate 
all {mal} »mbiguous ſfurmiſers , all quivering 
and mincivg conjetturers : give me the lulty, 
and bold Thinker ; who, when he under- 
takesio prophecy, does it punctually; Toy 
write , iays the Anſwerer , at that ratt, 
as if you had a deſogn to bring the whole Of- 
{ce of Preacher anto Contempt. Who can 
tel, Sir, what wy delign was, but my ſelf, 
any further than it may be judged by my 
words © tet every body deltyzn tor hiunſclt : 
why (how:d one man delign foranother ? 
would not. the Anſwerer think, vir, = 
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| were very frantick; if I ſhould tell 
kim, that I beg his pardon ; but in my 0- 
pinion he writes after that rate , as if he had 
adeſign ro dif e bimſelf and his Profeſſ- 
«: or, that he has managed his bulineis (0 
fenderly, as if I had hired him to fer torth a 
mean A»ſwerzand thereby to build my iclt a 
Reputation upon the weakneſs and miſtakes 
"thereof, This, Sir, would look like a ſlic 
and ill natur'd Infinuation : or like one of 
thoſe ſame diſingenuons ſquunts, with which 
the Anſwerer (p. 57.) lays my Letter lks 
won the Clergy. Burt 1; it for certain that [ 
amagainſt all Preaching ?_ and that my de- 
lign/1s to bring that haly cxerciſe altogether 
mo. Contempt ? might nor ſome favoura- 
ble and tender hearted man by no means be 
perſlwaded to think otherwiſe ? no , by no 
means,fays the Anſwerer : for that Tranring 
i 3 the whole method of Preachinghe tings 
that ] am againſt all Prefares Smitutudes, 1s- 
viſions mollsfying Sextences, Latin and Greek, , 

fleh ana 4 Mr. Dod and all that is geod, 
And ot all things , Sir , which trouble 
the Anſwerer, 1 perceive nothing does it 
more, than that 1 thovld ſpeak lightly and 
meanly ot Prefaces, That ſeems, ays he, 
(p.55.) to me that our very Prefaces are 
k 3 /lighted, 
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Ver ted, and meantly fpoken of : ardif ſh, 
then 'aremel ail Religion: faremel Churth _ 
Steeple : farewet Pulpit and Cuftion : what 
take away or dear Prefaces ! ' Can hebea 
wel wihher to Preaching, who will not ſo mach 
4 let begin our Sermons : ? andcan hehe an 
encour a er of he the Ward, that will ut 
ſuffer the attention of the Auditors to be pre- 
pared by a conſiderable Preface ? or a friend 
to the reading of the Bible, that will mt alloy 
fo much of the firſt of Genelis,a4 to make men- 
tion of Adam ! what, againſt Prefaces ! bu 
he ry little knowledge of the Seripthres as t 
forget St Luke _ great Evangelical Ors 
tr ? is he of no worth or example with him! 
methink,s the keginning of his G Goſpel mig -_ 
have taught him more modeſty, a 
than to be againſt Prefaces ? and us there ay 
burt to begin a Sermon with Adam, ſees 
there is ſuch a great affinity berween the O 
Teſtament , and the New; .and that 
Texts in the New do ſo plainly refer ws 
ff Adam? Yes truly : becauſe it ſeem 
= convenient that the Sermon upon gu 
Friday ſhould have the ſame beginning with 
that upon Trinity Sunday : becauſe | ſtinted 
them on this ſide Adam,and that roo, when the 
Text was in the Revelations, faying nothing 
a 
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at all bur that they might begin at the F/cod, 
the Captivity or the like : becauſe 1 knew it 
was the humour of ſome to ſpend half the 
hour in beginning tc _ their Sermons ; 

ing their Preface as far off ps they could 
turn the Bible backward : laſtly, be- 
cauſe it ſeems reaſonable char people (as far 
s might be) ſhould be inſtruted in all the 
ſeveral duries of their Retsgion, and have the 
greateſt and moſt uſeful parts of the Scrip- 
tare explain'd to them: therefore am 1 
againſt all Prefaces. 1 wonder he did not 
conclude, that in my heart 1 was a- 
galnſt Adaw, Hoſes and the Prophets, he 
might have done it as well , it he had but 
thought of ir. St. Luke has a ſhort and ſui- 
table Preface of four Verſes, to his whole 
Goſpel : begins neither with Adaw nor 
Belhbaz.z.ar : and you know, Sir, ot, Chyy- 
ſoftome, the Orater of the Church, has nuny 
Volumes of Homilies or Sermons : but, as 
I remember , there are very tew Prefaces 
taken trom Adam; and yet you know,Sir,the 
New Teſtament did a3 much refer to the Ola 
and firſt Adam, in St. Chriſeſtome's days as 
n or; ; the affinity being nor inuch increa- 
ſed ſince : and at the Anſwerer pleaſe to look, 
he ſhall there find the Hely Father to have 
Pref aces proper and peculiar to the time, 06- 


[58] 
calion or ſubject of his diſcourſe : and (6 
have yl Oratwrs, arſwerable to the 'mat- 
rec they intend todpeak. Tully, you know, 
Sir, and Demoſthenes were often call'd upon 
tor Speeches , but they knew how to pre- 
pare their Auditors without diſturbing Re- 
mals Or Theſens : and yet you know, vir, 
there was a very cloſe reference between 
Catelin and Romulins ; for Catelin thould 
have burnt the very City of Rome , Which 
Remulows had founded. But the Ora 
thought it betrer to begin with 2 ouſqze 
tandem than Copitants Reomyuls : And | be- 
lieve his preſent Afajeſty muchwondred to 
what Nation he was reſtored, when the Rhe- 
torical Afayor welcom'd him to his Carps- 
ration with a long Complement deriv'd from 
Adam. | am not, Sir , (God torbid tha 
L (hould) againſt the Anſwerer's pucting in- 
to his Prayer (for perhaps it may be part 
of it) that che words which he is topreach 
may be a4 goads, and as nayles faſten'd by the 
Aafter of Aſſemblies. But it he thould be- 
gin every Text in the Bible with that very 
lame Preface (which he may equally do) 
| believe ſome idle people would {ay ſorme- 
what; I cannot certainly tell what. The 
Anſwerer,Str guvitet me (0. 52.) very kendly 
ts 
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# hear hizn preach, and that, if [ will go over 
be wil! g1ve me ove of the beſt of his Sermons. 
But it 1 do, Sir, think to ſend hm wordro 
delire him (for that day) 'to forbear Bel- 
faxzar ; \et him do all the year belides, as 
herhinks fir. I ſhall alſo take it for a Fa- 
vour, it he would nor begin his Sermon thus, 
As Abrahams ſate in the Tent Door, and lift- 
ny wp bis Eyes, and looking , behold three 
Angels appeared before him; ſo if you pleaſe 
19 + yu with patience and expettation, you 
ſrall ſee me coming, towards you in theſe three 
Particulars. And, it with any convenience 
he can diſpenſe with it, 1 would beg of him, 
that he does not rake that of 1/aiah ; Come 
je buy, and eat ; yea, come buy Wime and 
Th without money and without price 5 Or 
if he does , that he would not tz1| me, that 
bu Text is like a ſpiritual Sacks Poſſe; tor 
| was told ſo once, and | ſcarce ever loved 
Sack Poſſet lince. Pollibly alſo 1 may ob- 
tain at his hands not to take that of the A- 
poſtle to Timothy, T his is a faithful Saying, 
and worthy of all accettation, that Cirift fo 
ſus came into the World to ſave funnners, of 
whom 1 am chief; not but that it 15a very 
good place of Scripture ; but it 1s a Text 
that has been imagin'd jult lik* 2 Chriſtmas 
Fe Js - 
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Feiſt ; conſsſt ing of three Diſhes , tre (>| 
Diſh was ta be commented for its ſoundne(y, 
This is 4 faithful Saying : the ſecond for it; 
fereerneſs;, it 1 worthy of all acteptation: 
and the third diſh was a Propoſition , conſoft- 
ing of fire Ingredients, Now, Sir, it the 
Anſwerer bad had but the wrwiſting , the 
arefſing, and the ſerving up of this Luicious 
Propeſurion, what 2 Feaſt would the people 
then have had ? what wondertul variety of 
Subjeits and Predicates nught this Py have 
afforded ? How many choice and Princely 
Bits might have been here diſcovered ? and 
how plentifully might it have been fuff*d and 
larded with juicy Latin and Greek ? a Di 
of Propeſutions ? 1 would go a Mile to fee, 
11 it were bur one {imple one in « Di; and 
to conſider , how pnzled che Kings Carver 
would be ro take oft the Sabjet# trom the 
Predicate , without endangering the poor 
thin lurking Copu/a. Now I know, Sir, 
ſome are ot ſuch nice and faſhionable ſto- 
machs, that common ſenſe and truth will not 
down with them, unleſs it be hev'd, and 
Ficaſſe'd, they muſt have their Barricado's 
of greedy delire, and Eſcnlads's of virtue, 
and Chrs/t muſt be the Dauphin of Heaven 
but, tor my part, I had rather have any 

plain 
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plain and homely entertainment, ſo it be 
trh and wholſome ; than a whole Platter 
full of ſuch feaſting Prefaces ; which with a 
little new garmiſhing (hall ſerve for Eaſter , 
Whit ſontide, and all the Holidays in the year , 
for your Propoſitions are a ſort of Dier, that 
will = long time in Sow/e-drink, ; if 
they do but now and then change the Pick/e, 

and rake a new Text. 
| do not at all queſtion, Sir,” but that you 
know very well betore , (as well asnow) 
what that meant, which I ſaid about Pre- 
facer. Bur I have very little hopes of the 
Anſwerers being fo ſuddenly improved, as 
to underſtand me yer ; who has given ſuch 
late ſtances of his ſlowneſs betore : But 
however | proceed, Sir, to the: bulineſs of 
dviding of Texts : and what I faid as to 
that in my former, was upon this accompr , 
namely, that it was a thing very eafily to be 
obſerved , that many that went into Hely 
Orders to inform and ſave men, ſpent roo 
much of their time in Zogscal oftentation , 
and nice Diviſions of their Texts; and af- 
ter ſuch a manner, as they had very little 
Authority for ſo doing , either in ancient 
Holy Writers , or in other good Authors; 
of which, I believe, we way ſearch a great 
mayy, 
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many , before we can find any Afelring » 
dropping Or diſſolving the marter that the 
intend to treat of, We are bluntly told by 
the Orator , Bonorum ano ſunt genera, and 
Accuſations tria ſunt partes; and by Ce- 
far, Gallia eff omnus diviſa (not neatly and 
featly liquefatta) in partes tres; and | 
know not how the King would take it, if 
they ſhould tell him , chat his Domunions 
were to be melted into England, Scotland, 
Ge. and nowwithitanding the Anſwerer 
thinks himſelt {> plain and practical, when 
his Text falls aſmnder into Swbjett and Pre- 
dicate ; or into: Antecedent and Conſequent , 
yet for all that Vie undertake if this be ing 
Countrey-Village, he had better ler down 
the Treſs of his Text into the Fore =_ 
and Thiller , for they underſtand no $ 
ett: and Predicates , only the Kings Sub- 
jet; and the Kings Preacates. Thry much 
miſtike me (as the Anſwerer did) that think 
| was ever any further agaialt Text-div- 
ding , than eicher where wr was not under- 
ſtood, or was not neceflary. 

I always thought that he that took that to 
the Corinthians for his Text; Sin mt , had 
much better have let it continue: whole (it 
being bur thort) than to dimage it into a Con 
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wand, and a Prohibition ; a Command, Sin ; 
a Prekzbitzon, Net. |] have alſo ſometimes 
thought , that their Zogical pains may be 
ſornewhat ſpared ; who when there is no 
need of it , divide every thing (be it whart it 
will) into Affirmative and Negative : For 
inſtance ; it 1s (aid fob 1. There was a Man 
in the Land of Vs: Homo non Lapis, 4 
Man not a Stone: Homo non Lignum, 4 
Man not a Tree : Homo non Leo, « Man 
we a Beaſt, And by the way, Sir, mind 
what poor Lignam and Leo are forced to 
benifie for the letter ſake. In like manner 
| thoughe him alſo in the late times a little 
too nice, and tender of his credir, and 
ſomewhat too profuſe of his Logick and 
Rhetorich , who being to preach upon that 
of the Atts , Silver and Gold have 1 nonehut 
[ach as [have give 1 thee : Whenever he had 
named his Text, deſired the people. in all haſt, 
to take the words not literally, but alinſroely, 
for that he had good ſtove of money chinkivig 
m hu pockets ; beſides what be left at home in 
bu coffers. Doubileſs a canmnous forelighr 
of following objections , and an carly re- 
moving of the ſame, are great inſtances of 
wiidom , 2nd diſcretion : but he that raking 
that of Aſ4/achy concerning the Sun of righ- 

teo::\neſs 
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teonſneſs, &c. labourcd moſt earneſtly to 
convince the people , that it was not the 
Aon of righteouſnels ; jor the Aon ſhall be 
rrodden nnder foot. Revit, And again he 
that ſhall rel} us that God was pleaſed to RY 
his Son into the World, not his brer : 

the like. Suchas theſe, I muſt econfely 
have ſomewhat too low apprehenlions of the 
capacity of their Hearers. He that under- 
takes ro preach about mT —_— or true 


ow. ek y is more neceſſs- 
—_— fon to let the peo- 
_ that they do not conbiſt in looks, 


_ and noyſes; tor ſuch things with ſome 
are miſtaken for Godlineſs. But when the 
Scripenre tells us There was a man in the 
Land of Vz , or that God was pleaſed ts 
fend his Son, that any body ſhould think , 
that this mans might chance to be a fone , or 
this Son to be a Daughter, is ſtrange to con- 
ceive. 

We read that Chriſt opened the Scripture: 
and expounded ont of — the thing s concern- 
my himſelf. We read allo upon what occa- 
lion it was that Felix trembled ; and what 4 
Treat number were converted (without Preds- 
caments) by one Sermon of St. Peter. What 
the bates Succeflors of our Sawiowr and 

his 
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tis Ds/cip/esdid;we have little left concerning 
their manner of Preaching , though 'tis to 
be ſuppoled that they ſpent their time in 
bringing people to the Chriſtian Faith z; by 
expounding to the Jews the Prophets , and 
convincing them that Chriſt was come , and 
by converting the Gentiles to a Religion that 
contained the beſt Principles of Lite. What 
was done after the Church was in ome mea- 
fare ſertled ; and that the number which was 
received into Orders was ſo conliderably 
increaſed , as that there might be, ar leaſt in 
Cities and great Towns , ſome continuing 
Eccleſiaſtical perſon ; may be belt ſeen by 
ſuch as were atterwards Governours of par- 
ticular Churches ; which, as we find, made it 
their buſineſs to confirm people in that Faith 
which they had recrived ; and to ſtrengthen 
them to all good Works 4 which they did 
by preaching againſt ſuch Hereſies and Er- 
7078, 35 they found the people were apt to be 
carried into ; and by fonitying them 2gain(t 
ſuch Vices, as they perccived the time and 
place was moſt inclinable : And that fhis was 
the manner of their Holy Emplo , is 
very plain by St. Baſil and St. Ciryſotawe, 
and many ot the reſt , where one may read 
agreat many gocd Sermons, but very few 

Texts, 
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Texts, or peculjar Sentences ' of the Bible 
piich'd upon , much leſs fo Ln ically and 
Metaphorically diefs'd , as fone atfeet, { 
delieve there were very tew Texts that melt. 
ed and dropt aſunder tor the fir{t five hundred 
years. Notwithſtanding (as the Anſwe- 
rer obſerves) the Scripture tells us, Af 
Dottrine ſhall drop as the Kawn , tor they had 
the Bible as well as we, and knew the mean- 
ing of that place , as well as the Anſwerer, 
But yet, for my part, 1 never was, nor yet 
am againſt a Text being taken, or being di- 
vided , there being (as may be by and by 
mentioned ) conliderable conveniences in 
both ; bur yer one may preſume to think , 
that it is much better only to ſay ; © Good 
« people , we are met together this day in 
« the Name of Ged; and 1 do intend roex- 
© hort you to- Charity or Temperance , 0t 
«10 convince you of the Providence of God; 
« and this I ſhall do (by Gods help) accord- 
*.ing to-the Scrzptwres,; than to rake tor- 
mally and folemaly ſome place of Scripture, 


where the word Charity, T emperance, Ot 
Providence is, and ſpend the whole time 
in” Logical Cuts, Meraphyſieal Curiolities, 
and Learned Impertinences: And hereupon 
*-may nor be amils; ro take notice of w 
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: very Worthy Clergy-man obſerved j 
«There be, (lays he) rwo forts of Afiaw- 
* fers that occalion their own contempt 
* the idle, negligent ahd carcleſs; the 0- 
© ther thoſe who over-do, or do more than 
"enough ; ſuch I mean , as affect nothing 
*elſe, but quaint and curious Phraſes; or 
_ urable in their © worarions out 
* of all Authors Eccleſiaſtical and Prophane , 
© or ſore aloft in unneceſlary Speculations 
*far above the capaciry of their Auditors. 
©« Theſe over-do, & magne conatu ma 
* 2ga#, take great pains, and eviſcerate 
« themſelves, as it were, to weave 2a Web; 
« which when it is ended , is fit for no other 
*uſe, bur only as an unprofitable thing ro 
* be {wept away. The Anſwerer perhaps 
would be apt to ſay, that this was ſome pert 
and ſelf-conceited Devine, that admiring his 
own Stile , and way of Preaching , talks 
thus : were it not that a Learned and 
Reverend Bsbop did much admire , and (0- 
lemnly commend his Ingenuity, Leaxping, 
Worth and Integriry. Burt.to return, Fay, 
it is much better of the rwo to follow the 
way of the Homilse Ow a 
are plain, ical, and ma 
by er ' gn be \- bice N _ = 
cho- 
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ſcholaRtical, as few or no body ſtall be the 
Daly. 

Bar yet notwithſtanding I am not of their 
mind ; who thinking themſelves the pro- 
tound Keaſoners of the Age , and the ay 
Enterers into Truth , do thereupon deſpi 
all caking of Texts, and dividing thereof ; 
thoſe 1 mean z that, for faſhian take, ſhall 
take you indeed Text after Text ; as if they 
would explain-to you all the conſiderable 
Myſteries of Re/zgion ; and acquaint you 
with all the Enceuragements that tend t04 
g20d Life, rhat are to be found in the Bible , 
and carry you thorough ſuch a body of Di- 
vinity ; butthe Sermon, I thank you, (cx- 
cept be juſt the beginning ) ſhall be very 
near the ſarae + tor a new Text may be ta- 
ken with that prudence and warineſs , that 
the ſame Sermon hall ferve a man many a 
day ; as ſuppole this. Swndey ke takes that of 
\t, Matthew, My Toke ts eaſie, and my But- 
then is light , about a Month after , it is 
time potlibly to take forth: and then he 
1; for that ot $4. Paul to the Romans, vit 
Which i" your reaſonable Service: and 4 
while after tor that in the firſt Eps/tle of 
John ; And hy Commandments are me 
greev9't, Now, bir, here as the craft of 

it ; 
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it; it they take Texts ſutable to the occa. 
lion, and divide them accordingly , they 
could not then tor thame, and Conſcience, 
but maeddle with one word or other rhar 
is there to be found; But if they read the 
Text only in the whole ;- and take it be- 
tween finger and thumb, and ſhew it plain- 
ly to the people , that it is a good'Text , a 
fair Text; and that there is no deceit in the 
buſineſs ; after the Paris have had this ge- 
neral view , he may privately pocket it up 
again ; and then for Chriſtian Religion , 
and the Excellencies thereof : only this Cau- 
tion is tO be obſerved ; that if the Text be 
in the New Teſtament, any where be- 
tween St. Afatthew and the Revelations , 
then it 15 to be thewn , thar Chriſtian Relt- 
gion 15 mich beyond the Moſaical Dottrine 
and Diſpenſation ; but for variety , if the 
Text be inthe Old Teſtament, then thie caſe 
isaltered; and you are to ſhew that the A+. 
[aical Doftrine is very far ſhort of the Chri- 
ftian. Nay , Sir, ſome there be, thar are (© 
daring , that ſhall venture to rake a Tet 2- 
bout Swearing or —_— y as plain as can 
be pick'd , and as hopeful to bring forth a 
Diſcourſe of thoſe Subjetts , as conld be 
wiſhed ; and yet, for all that, with a livl: 
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ſly Preface (lall draw = ( before you 
aware ot it ) into the old bulineſs of Chri- 
ſtian Religion. Now , Sir, the next thing 
that the Anſwerer has to do,is to take notice, 
that rhus looks like a difingenions Squint up- 
on Chriſtian Religion, Yes, Sir, he may 
ſo; and go on, and tel] people, that it is my 
whole Deſign to bring in the Turk ; he may 
do it with as much Conſcience, as to r 
that | was againſt the whole method of Prea« 
ching. 

And as ſome are ſo bent upon Preaching 
n»thing but Chriſtian Religion ; as if Jo- 
ſeph ot Arimathea was juſt newly come 
0/cr : $0 others there be , that have their 
particular and darling Notions , Which 
they will force to be intended in almoſt eve- 
ry Verſe ot the Bible , for inftance , one, 
ſuppole, having ſpent ſome conſiderable time 
i1 ſtudying the Nature of Original Sin, and 
hnding as he thinks, ſuch wonderful things, 
as were never plainly diſcovered before , 
hence is he preſently ſo full of the Secrets 
of Origimal Sin , that it the Pariſh ſhould 
joyn, and add {1x pznce more in the Pound 
to his preſent Tathes, they would ſcarce get 
a Sermon about any thing elſe : You may 
ſet him to preach about the Birth of our $a- 

viour 
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niour , his Life , Death , Reſurretion, Aſ- 
cenſion , or what you will, Original Sin 
s ſtil] the word for all that ; and this calls 
to miud what my Lord Bacon reckons a 
great hinderance to the advancement of Lear- 
ning, and ng good in the world ; vx. 
e addiQing themſelves to ſome one pe- 
culiar and beloved opinion , and fo making 
all things of that , and bringing all things to 
that , they will ſuffer nothing elſe ro be in 
the whole world ; and thus Gilberts having 
made ſome few and lucky experiments up- 
on the Loadffone , not afoally obſerved be- 
fore, preſently writes a Body of Natwal 
Philoſophy, and turns all the whole world 
nto Zoedſtoner. Thus, Sir, Sleep draws me 
to bed, and Buſineſs pus me cur in the 
Morning , Aﬀairs abroad &'aw me trom 
home , and Occaſions at home &raw me 
back again : And in ſhort, man is born, 
lives, and dies by nothing elſe but Afagners- 
cal attraTFions, And to conclude this, Sir, 
| cannot torget him, who having at ſome 
time or other been ſuddenly cur'd of a linle 
Head-ach with a Roſemary-Poſſer , would 
ſcarce drink out of any thing but Roſemary 
Cans, cut his Meat with a Roſemary Knife , 
and pick his Teeth with a Roſemary Sprig : 
F 3 Nay, 
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Nay , Sir, he was fo ſtrangely raken up 
wi.h the excellencies of Roſemary, that he 
would needs have the Bible cleared of all 6- 
ther Herbs, and only Roſemary to be inſen- 
ed. 1I think, Sir, ( notwithſtanding th 
Digreſſion) 1 am not tar from; my: bulineſs; 
viz,, that it is very. convenient: both for the 
Afiniſfter and peaple to be acquainted with 
variety of Matter ; and that jc be delivered, 
according as there, be opportunity ; fey 
that after this. manner are the Henilin 
our Chwych moſt wiſely and gravely com- 
poſed ; as alſo thoſe oi the arcient Fathers; 
treating abaut the moſt conliderable and dit. 
rent Subjets in Devin y, 

Having now told you, Sir, in what Senſe] 
was againſt Prefages and Drviſiens ; 1 ſhould 
now procced to what follows : but becauk 
ir ſeems, that the Anſwerer haying conſult 
ed his 7Teighbours about their Texts , found 
fo few of them like any thing , 1 thought ft 
to let hun and you, bir, know what abun- 
dance of Likeneſſes ( beiides many. other 
dainty things ) I happend on, in one little 
pretty Sermon, call'd the Wedaws King ft 
for the Finger, or the Salve f Divunt) 
on the Sore of Humanity. Do you þe&r 
ceve , Sc, hc 15 got alrcady yron the ReZes, 
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before be be paſt the Tirle-Page ; Finger 
and Fitz, Salve and Sore; Divinity and 
Humaniy. | But to go on tothe Similitudes ; 
The Text ir ſelf, indeed, was only /ibe rhe 
Irm Gate that opened to Peter of its own c- 
and; dividing ut ſelf into three parts; and 
that 1s enough for any one Texr. Hut then 
for Mas and Wife, they ſhould be like, 
orare like all the 7 wo's that are to be fourd 
inthe Bible,or almoſt any where el(c. Firſt, 
Hucband and Wife ſhonld be, a4 the two mulch 
Kine , which were coupled together 19 carr) 
the Ark of God, or as the ewo Cherubims , 
that Jaoked upon one another and burly won 
the Mercy Seat., or as the rwo Tables of 
Stone, an each of which were engraven the 
Laws of God Burt un ſome Families, Man 
and Wife are like Jeremiah's rwo Bakers of 
Figs , one wery goed', the other very bad; 
or like Fire and Water ; whilſt one is laming 
in Devotion , the other is freezang in Corrus+ 
view. "Huband to the Wife it ſometimes hike 
4 Fore-horſe in a Team, that will not draw ;; 
and the Wife is oft-trmes ts the Hutband as 
the Fuy us tothe Oak , tor a certain bad reaſon 
there given : they ſhoxla indeed be like two 
Candles burning together ; or like tno fra- 
grant Flowers bound wp in tne Noſegay , 
EF 4 or 
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or like two well tun'd Inſtruments ; Or laftly, 
like two Springs meeting Again, Hucband 
and Wife are ai 4 pair of Oars, to ow they 
Children and Servants te their defred Ha 
ven; or like 4 gory Hen, bh ſera 
mg together un the -heap , ts pick 
enerka for their little Chickens , and 

they ſhould be like the Image in the Looks 

Glaſs; or like an Eccho that returneth 
Vaice it receiveth ; or \ike any thing elle. 
And thus much concerning Likzeſſes. Now, 
Sir, if you be for Sleight of Hand ; you 
ſhall ſee as fair ewrns , as ever were ſhewns- 
bove-board. When AMfan was made , the 
four Elements were taken out of their Ele- 
ments : That's done as truly according to 

Art, as old Hiccixs himſelf could have 

Again ; He that made Man and all the 
reſt, made Man over all the reſt : Neat 
and cleaver as may be ! Though man had 
wany Creatures to ſerve him, yet he wanted 
# Creature to ſolace him, Poor Chucky 
take a Glaſs of Sack for keeping the Ler- 
ter (o prettily ! Though Man alone may be 
good, yet it u4 not good for man to be alone. 
Brave , Iproteſs ! (chink we had beſt rake 
him off , for he will ſpoil himſelf. Where 
there 15 no Generation, there can be no Rege- 
neration. 
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neration, Better and better , I think he ira- 
He that made man meet for help , 
maker 4 meet help for man; though max 
wants ſupply, yet man cannot ſupply his wants. 
But ro conclude this pleaſant Gentlemen : 
Thong ſome have ſtiled Woman to be like 
Clanas in the Sky , yet a Preacher 
we be ſilent , for thoſe wha are ſilenced from 
Preaching, It you have a mind, Sir, to ſee 
any more of this fanRifed Wit ; you may 
have it in the Non-ſach Chriſtian Profeſſor in 
bis Merrgzan Splengor. 

And now , Sir, according to what I was 
about before, I go on concerning © wetations 
out of Learned Languages - againſt which , 
I aid nothing , when it was either needful , 
or proficable , bur to come crawling in 
with Ne quid nimzs, or [ynots nalla cuprdo , 
for pure Latin-fake it (elt, is very inlignifi- 
cant to thoſe thar do not underſtand it ; and 
not mightily rejoycing to thoſe that do. But 
then ſappoſe that which is _ , be very 
proper, exponnding, and elegant ; and out 
of the moſt Primitive Fathers - Nay , 
though it be out of the Bible it ſelf ; 1 know 
not ro what purpoſe it is , where 1 am ſure 
and certain no body underſtands me ; for he 
that tells a perfet ignorant Pariſh , 2wor- 

ſum 
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{ſum bac perdity ? or, Fatiamis bi trid 
T abernacula. It he be not very konelt, 
may not he impoſe upon them Zz nava fert 
animus, to what purpoſe us this waſte ? or, 
arma Virumque cam; Let us make here 
three T abernacles , without the peoplediſs 
covering the bad Tran/lation : .But I know, 
the Anſwerer is ot opinion that there 1s ſuch 
4 native and unexpreſſible richneſs in ſome 
words, that cannot be poſlibly.rendred and 
communicated. Yes, there 1s {0 ; a- great 
richneſs and hidden T reaſure., and I ſuppoſe 
will cominue ſo, where the pegple donot 
underſtand. Give a Countrey-man one « 
the Anſwerer s happily compuunded words ou 
@ if Plutarch, and you had as good give hin 
a Slice of a A{/ſtone,or a corner of a Brick; 
The Anſwerer indeed that can'reliſh, andy 
well acquainted with the haxt,gaeft of a long 
Greek word may , as he ſays, do himſelf 4 
kindneſs, and gratific his own underſtanding 7 
but the poor unzntelsgent may ſet with dry 
lips, and be ſtarved tor all Plutarch. But 
O, ſays he, p. 64. Ignorant people ought wm 
ro be smpoſed wpon : and if you ſhould give 
them the Englith Tithout - the - Latin the) 
might ſuſpeft you * and when you tell them it 
is St, Auſtin, they give great heed. And 
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does no he think, that they would be as atten- 

ue, it he thould baptize them, marry them, 

wy hem , or do any thing elſe to themin 

Latin ? nay , might he not excommunicate 

allfuch a Pars, and make them ſmack theit 

Lips again, telling them it is a delicious and 

comtorrable. place out of the Farther ? or 

give them to {wallow down eight of the big- 

& Curſes in the Bible, inſtead of the Bea- 

titudes ? 1 do not queſtion, but all this might 

be done. 

: We have now, Sir, very nigh done with 

Preaching: 1 know nothing. elſe that the 

Anſwerer is ſtill concerned tor, but his /itr/e 
mallsfying Sentences : 41 it were, as 1 may 
ſo ſay, and with reverence” be it ſpokes. 

And here 1 much admire, that he <1 not 
quote that of 7ſaiah , we hid, a: vt were, oier 
faces from hinw-: or that m Levitiews, There 
it, 41 it were, a plague in the houſe. "That 
I might have been utrerly rain'd, and von- 
futed our of Scripcure it felt. This would 
have been as proper , and as Ceſtrudtive of 
what | meant, as his quoting againſt me thar 
out of Deaterommy , my Deitrine ſhall drop 
«4 the raix. ' But if I muſt needs trouble'the 
world in telimg the Anſwerer , wao they 
were that | chi-tiy inrendl ; they were 
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thoſe who in the late times (and have not y 
yet left it off ) called themſelves Gods fþe- 
cial Saints , his Favourites, and (as 1 may 
ſofay ) his /timado's, but in reality were 
more Ohvers than Gods, Thoſe I meant, 
who reading of facobs wreſtling with the 
Avgel ; and of coming boldly to the throw 
of grace : and being puft d up with allin- 
ward pride and religious ſelf-concert (which 
they called gifts and ſpiritaal worth ) were 
arrived to all poſſible degree of rudeneſs, 
immodeſty, and almoſt blaſphemy, in their 
Devotions and Diſcourſe: of God. You 
may ealily , Sir , know them by this Do 
Arine , which ſome of them uſe to preach 
upon: viz. That it was the peculiar privi 
ledge and ative of Saints to be ( wil 
ma) ſo ſay ) ſaxcy: And therefore ſuch a 
theſe thinking themſelves Gods great Af 
ftants here upon earth , his ſpecial Conf 
dents, and ( as I may fo ſay) Truſtee: 
all Aﬀairs of Religion : They would in 
their Prayers and Sermons tell God, That 
they wml be willing to be at any charge 
and trouble for him : aud to ds (as it were) 
any kindneſs for the Lord: The Lord might 
now truſt them, and rely upon them ;, t 

ſronld mt fail him; they ſhould not be un- 
mineful 
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ndfn! of his buſineſs; his work ſhould 
wt ſtand ſtill , nor bus deſigns be negletted : 
They muſt needs ſay, that they have for- 
werly received ſome favours from God; and 
have been (as it were) beholden to the Al- 
mighty : but they did not much queſtion , but 

ſhould find ſome opportunity of makin 

ru amends , for thoſe —_ x4 | SAO 
and (as I may fo fay) cvilities, which they 
badreceived from him : Indeed, as fot thoſe, 
that are weak, in the Faith, and are yet 
but Babes in Chriſt ;, is is fit that ſuch ſhould 
beep at a diſt ance from God , ſhould kneel be- 
fare him , ard ſtand (as | may fo ſay) capin 
band to the Almighty : but as for thoſe, that 
we ſtrong in all gifts, and grown up it all 
grace, and are come toa fulneſs and ripeneſs 
(or,as they might berter ſay,to an impudence 
and faucineſs) $» the Lord Jeſu 3 If 15 COme- 
ly h for them , to take 4 preat chair, 
hrs hf of the Table, fl..1 with their 
wk'd hats on their heads, to ſay: God; 
we thourht it not ami(s ro call upon thee this 
evening ;, and to let thee know , how affairs 
fland : we have been very watchfal , ſince 
we were laſt with thee ; and things are in 4 
very hopeſul condition : We hope , that thou 


wilt not forget us, for we are ver) thoughtful 
of 


[64] 

of thy conceras : We do ſomewhat long v 
ear from thee , and »f thou Mleaſeh a 
give us ſuch « thing ( Viltory) we ſhall 
( as l may (0 lay) as 9004 to thee in ſom 
thing elſe , when it lies in our wa), Ot 
And thus you ſee, Sir, what trighth/ 
ſtuff I am forced to repeat , to bring; 
ſlack Anſwerer to ſome little knowledge « 
what I meant by, as it were, 

I ata now, vir, come tothe _— 
about which the Anſwerer is not (atished, 
viz. that ſuppoſing that the Deſugn of #m 
Letter was very honeſt , yet the manner of 
tw ſuch , as it will do myre bart than gu 
Which it it does , 1 can think but « 
two ways ; either by encouraging « 
Nonconformiſts , or by (etting the Lay 
more againſt the Clergy, It 1s 
there may be ſome few people ſo b 


. mentably deceived. It there be , thy 
(hall be conlidered by and by ; 1 th 
thort part , which I intended to ad 
wherein the Anſwerer will not be 
cerned : But in the mean ume, we 
ſce , what reaſon I have given them i 
any ſuch miſtake from what I 
ſaid. 
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Firſt of all, fays the Anſwerer, Ti 
ds and occaſions of the contempt of the 
Clergie , though it bemot a Text, yetit ira” 


Theam a werghty and ſerious Argument, and 


mehr to have been handled accordingly ; but 
the manner of my enquiry 1s tov jocular, drol- 
ling and ſportive, G&c. fo which I have in 
the firſt place ro ſay, That although I think 
it ot at all immodeſt ro manifeſt my De- 
lign, the end of that being only ro prove 
that | was, and/ am ſtill very- honeſt in the 
fune ; and likewiſe though: it be allowable 
to endeavour to detend what I had writ- 
ten, this being only ro-lignifie , that it was 


| not done out of pure idleneſs and humour , 


but vpon ſuch Reaſons as might be further 
explained , when occalion ſhould require : 
yer, | muſt confeſs, 1am not as yet come 
to thar degree of ſelf-concet and confi- 
dence, as to recommend my own wwras, 
thraſe, or ſtile; and 1 had rather the A4»- 


ſwerer (hould find fault with the manner of 


my expreſſion , and delight himſelf in 
thinking , that it'is not ſutable to the ſub- 
ſet, than be guilty' of ſo mach folly and 
mpudence, as vigorouſly ro manmtam , or 
magnihe che ame : Only thas much, Sir, 
may poſſibly be belicved by you , and per- 


haps 
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haps by ſome tew beſides , that ( as much 
a Play as the Anſwerer thinks my Letter to 
be, let it be /pnoramns , Selden, or any 06- 
ther Play, | and to his courtclic ) 1 did 
not put in one idle or — word, 
on purpoſe to render any ot Clargs 
contemptible : but did ab cndeerenty 
keep people awake till they read it. But | 
pray, by the Anſwerers leave, Who art 
they that think it tos light and drolling ? 
I am afraid they are ſome that uſe to begin 
half their Sermons in the year with Bel- 
ſhazzay , or the like (though the Text be 
not about Tribulation, for then the An- 
ſwerer has learnt us to bring it in very 
well) and I'll cell you why, Sir z 1 heardof 
a Gentleman, that lives within a mile of an 
Oak, who read over my Letter, approved 
of it very well ( which is ſomewhat more 
than ] ſhould ay, bur ler that go ) lik 
its delign , believed and hoped it might d 
good.; and verily thought the Author wa 
innocent , and free from all bad intentions, 
It happened, that afterwards he calls to 
mind , that upon ſome odd time (it might 
poſſibly be in that great Thaw the Anſwers 
makes mention of ) his Text dropt or melt- 
ed aſunder into its particulars ; The Gew 

tleman 
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tleman preſently KK the Book, and be- , 
ginning again, crics out aloud, fire, fire, be- 
reſie, rebellion >. fo that now..you can no 
more get hira-near that Book, , than a Colt -., 
to.a Wind-mil. Another alſo I heas ok, 
who lives not far from another Oak , who, 
b ening upon the forclaid Letter ,, did 
e manner read it, and, was very res 
ſonably contented, 'and. thought moſt, of 
it true ; Afterwards be found it out, that, 
h# had marrjed to a very true and literal : 
abgill Hah |! ſays he, What! are yu 
bere with your Bears? Come, give me pen, 
can! x 6/2 it is all of it a muſt dangerous 
lyes, it is goin both tbe Uni. 
wefuler againſt botb Houſes of P arlia- 
ment, and againft all the Genzry and Conz- 
mmalty of the whole Nation-. Bi by chance. 
my Coſen call'd him to bed and he having, 
ſlept, the Book, was pretty true again by, 
next Morning And 1 ſuppo T, Sin, you 
ou -ope Bok called the Frie Friendly x og 
that ſhews a very, boneſt Arbor, be. 
Lo who "y will ;- but becauſc he mix'd a. 
oe pleafantneGs with his unanſ{werable. 
roſy of the folly of his Adverſaries 5 
reſently muſt he be call'd 2 
S —_— at Religion, a _ upon all Go 
neſr, 


(84) 
neſs, a Dotlor of the Svrage, and I know not 
what behdes. 

Now, Sir, for my part, I muſt confeſs, 
thee Tam no great weigher and meafurer 
of words; Thave but one Rule, the end of 
which is only to be underſtood ;, and it is 
very _— that when I had occaſion t6 
mention ſuch toys and triflcs, by the uſe of 
which Minifters do ſometimes bring upon 
themſetves contempt, that I did not then 
call for a great Canopie and foot-cloth, and 
ſerting my ſe'f magnificently in the Chair, 
with tet rcbuking countenance, andiwords 
a#ſtifFas feel, fpcak to the crerhal diſcou- 
ragement of pur or 'qeibble 3 arid then ſums 
momng toperher all the harſh Metaphors, 
ard idle Simi/#tudes of the Coimtrey 5 bid 
then all be” acerrfe4, and for eper ſhun my 
prefſente , and, whereas they pretend to be the 
glory of all ſenſt, and joy of the nnderftand- 
iny, tell them they are a compan; of, empty 
Raſtals 3 and thirffore let then all be gone. 
Perhaps this way might have dbne; it is& 
very hard matter to plcaſe every body. But, 
2s the Anſwerer hints, there is onepart of 
my Lettcr, that concerns. the Poverty of the 
Clergy ; a Grave and Tragital ubycet.wbich 
onght to be lametted, not inſulted over... 1 

know 
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know not how, Sir, to avoid his believing, 
that I do moſt mightily pride my (elf over 
the mean condition of ſome of the Cayfet 
though 1 ſhould tell him never fo often, 
that the great deſign of my Book, was to 
wiſh, that there might be no ſuch mean 
bnes to be inſulted over; and th I 
ſhould let him know,that I am fo far 
any ſuch aucÞri/tian humour, that there is 
pone more-willing to devote part of his 
Eftate for the raiſing of their Revenue (if 
publick Ambority ſhould fo think fie) than 
my felt : but in the mean time, what have 
you done , what have you propounded, 
layes the Anſwerer, towards this ? Indecd 
I was not fo light-headed , and fondly 
doting upon my undertaking, as to ima» 
ne has mmcdiately attcr the Printing of 
my Letter, the Parliament ſhould reſolve 
theniſclves into. a Grand Committee; and 
\ forthwith conſider of ſome preſent way 
of railing the Revenue of the. meaner ſort of 
the Clergie : Bur tor all that, I am not 6 
dead-hearted, but to _ in time thatc 
wayes may be thought ot to bring about 
{uch a great ble(ling to this Nation ; for 
howſoever deſpairing ſome may be, yet 1 
muſt confels , it rejoyces my heart mare 

G 2 than 
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than 2 Vittle, to call to mind, how the B}- 
ſhops hive augmented the Vicaridger in 
their Gift 3 and to hear ot-ſeveral ſums of 
money now employed towards the re- 
deemimg of the'great Tythes, 2nd to under- 
ſtand that there be many well diſpoſed 
People, that have already given back their 
Impropriations to the Chrurch 3 and that 
there be others, that have made ſuch Pur- 
chaſes, on purpoſe, to to ſettle them after- 
wards; and above all, to confider the 
$reat care and good mclinations of our 
preſent Parliament towards the Chrreb ; 
who are not only highly watchful tomain- 
fain the Peace, and preledt Rights thereof; 
but ſeem to be as willing, to contribute to- 
ward<'the further Proſperity ot the fame, 1 
have not indeed propounded any way, as 
was (aid before ; bur it you look, Sir, ifito 
a learned Anthor before mentioned, you 
will there ſee a way propounded in the 
twentieth Chapter of his late Treatiſe: 
And in the mean time, I hope I have faid 
nothing to abate the charity, or good pur- 
poles of poons Benefattors , or to ſtop the 
alliſting Hands of our preſent Governowry. 
And 1 perceive the Anſwerer by his Letter, 
ſeems not to be much againſt what 1 have 

ſaid, 
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fajd,but only does not approve of the man- 
ner of expreſlion z and would have had me 
to have pitied, lamented,and howled. Now 
Sir, ſappote inſtead of ſpeaking my mind 
as 1 did, I ſhould have covered my (elf 
with ſackcloth, and belprinkl'd my head 
with aſbes, and with mourntul and fad 
countenance, agd a long rope of Onyors 
(to carry on the work ot crying) have ta- 
ken a journey to viſit the low condition of 
ſome of the Clergie 3 and ſhould have gone 
about with a Bell, and a tone as dolctul as 
the man that ulcs to carry itz and have cry- 
ed, alas! alas! poor Gentleman, your Houſe - 
is ready to fall, and your Glebe is very nar- 
row.,and ſomewhat ſhort. Alas ! alas! here 
take an Onyon 3 I am come to cry with you - 
this evening, and to bewail your misfor- 
tunes and mean circumitances. This is the 
way indeed to kill the poor Mixifter before 
the tollowing Swnday, and to make” Wi- 
dows apace > but what good elle it ſhould 
do, I know not : Qr perhaps the Anſwerer 
would have had me to. have drawn a 
Scheme of a {mall Benefice, and have de- 
monſtrated, that a Family ot fax or ſeven 
cannot be honoarably maintained with 
tweuty or thicty pounds a Yezr 3 and (0 

G 3 put- 
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putting down A. and B. for the Miniſter 
and his Wife, three or four of the follow- 
ing Letters for the Children,and an U. for 
the Vicaradge, have ſcientifically proved that 
A. B. C. and the reſt that follow, would 
eaſfly cat up, and wear out more than U, 
if they had it. Indeed, although I was not 
1n all places thus Mathematically grave and 
ſerious 3 yet,where it was needtul, I was 
more conſiderate than the Anſwerer per- 
haps may imagine and did not frame and 

viſe more inconveniences, than the 
world is ſenſible of 3 and where it was re- 
quiſite, I reckon'd up and well weigh'd all 
circumſtances. ' Although I did not uſe a 


ant to take the height of every Vies- 
ridge chimney, nor cat up exactly how ma- 


ny ſtraws a diligent Starling might carry 
away in a day, Seke Bird "0b: early in the 
Morning, And notwithſtanding,the An- 
ſwerer thinks me ſo wofully and exceedingly 
byperbelical;, yet 2s to the wwmber of yards 
of whipeord, and the dilapidation inſtru 
ments, I was ſo very near the borders of 
irik, Grammarical and ſober truth, that 1 
know 2 Divine, on this fide the Line, who 
was almoſt rcady to fer on another lock 
vpon his Study docy, to ſecure his whbipcors 

trom 


(v9) 

from that Feſuitical plot, that he perceived 
my Letter had againit it + And, if need 
were, I could tell him of another, that 
thinks my Letter wholly wricten againſt 
his filling the Tumbrel, though there be 
ſome other things ſlily put in to diſguiſe 
the buſinels ; and many more luch tories 
I could tell you : For you know, Sir, my 
manner of Life and Protelljon; oft-times 
calls me into company, where people (as 
ſure as the Anſwerer thinks he has got me) 
talk very treely ot my Letter, when they 
think the Anthor is many miles of And 
the other day I was, Sir, jn a place, where 
I heard that ſome people (belides the Aw- 
ſwerer) were angry 3 but for what, - they 
profeſſed they could not tell: and a 
the reſt, I muſt be asked, Whether Lhad 
obſerved any hurt in the Book? To which 
I anſwered (it not being convenient at that 
time to be modeſt) no verily, 1 (aw none. 
Upon this, Sir, 1 began to-think a liethe 
with my felt upon what .grounds any one 
fhould be diſſatisfied 3. and 1 conſidered , 
that the things that I dic repreſent as idfe, 
uſele(s or-blameable, are cither in them- 
{clves really fo or not © it they be,and peo- 
ple be convinced thereot, it is tar more 

Gr 4 manly 
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manly and Chriſtian to abate or furſike 
them, than to be angry tor nothing ; but 
if fo be I have undervalued exprethions 
that are rich and precious, and difliked 
_ s that are very commendable or al- 

le 3 I fhppole people are not ſuch 
oo as to run after my idle fancy, and to 
tcar my diſpleaſure : let them goon , I am 
miſtaken, and there 56anend of it. And 
he thac thinks it his beſt and ſwret way al- 
wayes to begin with Adam, let him, if he 
pleatc, begin with the Preadamires 1 do 
not intend toquarrel. And he that judges 
It convenient and ſaving, to trifle and qujb- 
ble in his Sermon , Ict him do ztallo in his 
Prayer'it he be fo rcloly* )dand take along, 
with him a pair of Hawhky bells, it the 
Rubrick will allow ot it z Fl aflurc him 1 
will not write apainit himfor I have done, 
Inlitkc manncr, 1t any man be determined 
againtt bcing rich, and is offended at me 
for wiſhing kim the great Tytbes, let him 


ftiay where he is 3 for | donot mecnd to ger 
a Writ to the Sheriff, to torce him into a 
better Preferment : And it there be any one 
tht will not have his Dairy increated, but 
will dotc upon the fweet ſociety of his fin- 
g'. Cow 1 1t he be fo kt upon her, let him 

tike 
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eake his pleaſure ſtill, 2nd fetch her updai- 
ly, and ſometimes kiſ7 her ( as the old 
Woman did, when the (aid, every one as they 
like.) But in my opinion, a {mall Laity 
Boy, although he cannot reduce a Sylo- 
giſm, nor knows any thing at all of the 
neſt ten Perſecrtions, may do the buſineſs 
a5 well z it ſhe be not very curſt and bad 
rempered. And it after this, any body be 
fiill angry, lect him hold off a little before 
he raves, and conhder, that I am notfo 
dainty-mouth'd, as that I muſt have dif- 
courſes purpoſcly provided for my own 
cariolity and (queamihneſs; becauſe, Sir, 
you may very well remember, that what 
hinted at in my former,were not things of. 
my own dilliking, 3 but as I told you, were 
generally dilpleating : And indeed, in my 
nr(t Letter, 1 did rather make it my buſi- 
ncls, to give a thort Hiſtory ot what was 
derided or blamed, than ftudicd to mvent 
or complain ot what might be repreſented 
unprofitable or ridiculous. 

And though the Anſwerer may think, 
Sir, that I have nizde 1t my buſineſs cver 
lince torty two to liften at Church rinduws, 
or taking the yr.tence of my Briefs ro po 
amonyglt chem > or tv E uploy mv diligent 

F 26r8 
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F aftors in (cveral Corntier, cr to rand; 
all the Sermaxs that have been Printed fincc 
the Reformation, t9 get tagether "as he ſays , 
$67. ) twenty or thirty paſſages not accurate 
er Scholar like, and to repretent theſe with 
all poitible difadvantage, to the diſparage- 
ment of the Clergie > yet be and the world 
may know, that this was fo tar from my ' 
employment or intentions, that I had 
quitc fhinth'd what I d_figncd in my firſt 
Letter, bctore I thought it convenicnt to 
inſcrt fo much as any one ſtory , and how- 
evcr haſh, unkind or Giſmgenuars I have 
becn butore, yet I will now bc focivil, as 
not to ſay what little patns I was at,or how 
tow Books I fearch'd into, to turniſh my 
EI wich tit and proper Inſtances to ex- 
plain my mcaning- And 1 cinnot helpit, 
it (ome of the prlitick, (thole 1 mean that 
are loth to part with ton de arneſſes or &- 
ther that they ule mn their Preaching | go 
along, with the Anſwerer in ccnlaring what 
| did, as an untimely and unhopectul at- 
tempe ; bicld protc! , I have (6 liecle 5x3} 
un the niccry of feaſons,and critical ripenets 
ot Ko _ that I know not ot one hag, bu. 
might b: Priatcd as well in ſeventy, a5 mn 
KWYeny Gat It tngedd what T aid, had 

bca 
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becn ſome mighty lecrct of Stare, and 
known only to the Prizy Comet, the An- 
ſwercr and my ſclf, we poli }y ot - ot onr 
reaching prudence, and well-weighed de- 
terminations, kad refolvcd not TEL 
as yct., but to lock up tt thar ordina-« 
ry Tradeſmen perc-1ve and complain of, 
and tht cven Chi! dren of ten years of age 
obſerve _ make ſport with z, is doubtleſs 

one ot the cp intrigues that fpring torth 
trom thc very tnwards of Pols: 'Y. I go, fup- 


pole, to hear a Sermon, where there be tive 
hundrcd or 2 t'owuiand Plople ;, and the 
M:itcr, out 0! rrpradcnce, bid edicas 


rion. O1 { th. 'r .itortunc. lt [PRs 
to think ot vcry firange Metaphors 4 or 
to make utc oO! vary bad T als. Similien les, 
or thi like ; Muni, tay t tomy (colts 1] in- 
tend 0 have all that. nO body ce thall 
have one it ot it : b uri erhaps tore 
the Peop!: get « out ot the Church yrd they 
begin to repe i 1 nd th IcC t that ] des 
liencd tor niv own private ccoti ire, by the 


next morning 15 = $688 ail 4» ut the 
Tor: Or fi Y Ic 1 4701 JC) T P 4 with 
fu mc of the Clervic, whole eonunin bt to 
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to procurea Pariſh-meeting. tO pick up or 
horrow three or tour thillings + or arc al- 
molt ready to pawn the ir Fibles ſometimes, 
fo gct a little of the Arſrecrers that ſame to 
go t» Market : this lik-wile by all means 
mutt be concealed. becarfe of the Anſre- 
rers O)d Obſervation, All things that are 
true, are wt tobe ſaid at all times. 

And now, Sir, I was jult going to lay, 
that I had done with the Anſirerer 3 which 
could I lay with a fate conſcience, it were 
the hippiett thing that | have (aid theſe 
twecly: Months; but I mult not ſcape fo, 
for attry I] had fpcnt the prime of my 
f{trengin, & waſted my bit ſpirits among |t 
Greek and L ztiv, Pref.c-cs and Diviſions, 
Mc phors and Similituder,and many other 
fuch like exemierrap tarts a trcfh and dap» 
pcr Gentleman call d a Potſcrize : Dear vir, 
I knvuw not whether ever 1 thall write to 
you againz thcretore let me bey, it of you 
for on:e, as you value your own reputa» 
tion,your citate.yoar helth, lite and liber- 
fy, ad the weltare ot vour Relations, for 
the future bewarc of Poteripts 3 you ne» 


ver tele the Rxrdy blows, the ſhrarp thru'ts, 


FI on the deep wwls that fiach an Advers 
#rry pave Uinow, Sir, your temper 1m» 
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clincs you to bold and prca: things z ard 
it 15 not a Letter, ard a Leerey too, a At 
can calily atrighr you : but yct I he 
once agaimn,that you reckon a Pſterip? po 
moſt dangero! 's of all after-claps. As for 
Afpendixes, Coro llaries, \ upplements, Con- 
clufirns, Centinuatinns, and ſuch like nal 
ſhot, thele arc not to, be dreaded , bit 


% 


when a Leftcy cons taild with a Pott- 


ſcripr , and concerning Abigzit ron, thar 


fakes you oft juſt in the middle. What a 
fool was I, that I could not as well have 
pur in Berre or Bidde Selim or _ bi 1. 
muſt make the Anſreerer ang: y, and pit in 
Abigail : or it Thad put her in, whit had 
I to do to trouble my (clt cocerning, the 
Chaplain's ſetting ſo cloſe to ber 5 15 it to 
be expeCted that cvery Gentleman f1.ould 
maintain two Tables, to kerp them at a di- 
ltance? or that he (ould keep a Sarvant 
on purpoſe to watch private winks, tread- 
ing upon toes. twitching of napkins , or 
breaking ot merry th webt r under board ? 

And 1s there any th1og, more natural, than 
for prettineſſes tO boger lorking , and for 

king to begct admiration * and wha 

adbniras » and lore t 2cther, atterw: oh 
beget a Vicaridee? | hope a Chrplain tha! 


9S /} 

has b:cn tu, trutty . and lerviccabie, if 
prefermient falls. viay delerve betore a 
ranger. WcILE (oc T was 2 fookant thircs 
an end of it. But tor a!l chat I belizvc the 
Gent!lcmen have not as yct laid their ſwords 
in oylc, nor trinmm'd up their fire-lacks, as 
the Poiſcripe advites : For they have ſent 
me word, that they love me, and under- 
ftind mc; and that the Anſwerer 15 out of 

his wits. 
With whom Lam fo perfcly tired, that 
I can fearce foc hi Bot, but that I am pre- 
ſcat!ly ready to tall alf-cp. He that nitun- 
derſtands but now and then , ant1 where 
there 15 any prctence or ground tor it, is 
very pardonablc z but to do it threuzh 
and through, trom his very Preface to his 
Potſcript > nay, even as far as Dr. Feon's 
zerſcs wp the Scholar of Bennee Coliedye, 18 
fo very extravagant and humourſom, that 
it i5 Carce to be Adurcd 4 and tor all this 
ecouble that htc has pur mc to, he thinks he 
has made me abundant {utistattion, in not 
dnuellizez me, or in not dealing, with me as 
ſom: ſharp ind ſercre Arſirerer night 
have done 3 but 045 4% 1C Liys p.33.) diſ- 
cours 'd with me all this rihile as with a 
flranger, ard bas very little betray 4 that be 
ha: 
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bas any knowledge of me. Whereas had he 
not been very (paring and courteous, he 
could have blatted my credit, and for ever 
worded my reputation > He could have 
told the World, © That my great Grand- 
« father, to his knowledge. was a very tur- 
© bulcent tcllow in Queen Elizabeths reign; 
* and did moſt hcaruly with that the Spa- 
© aiards might have fuccccded mm their 
* Invaſion ; That my great Vacle by wy 
* Mothers fide, was ſuppoled to have had 
*an hand in the Gun-powdcr Plot, upon 
* forme ſmall prejudice that he had con- 
* ceived againlt King James 3 that my 
* acarelt Relations, in the late times, were 
* moſt ot chem Charch-Roblers, Sequeſtra= 
*tors and Exciſe-men and that one of 
"them in particular, was intimately ac- 
* quaintced with Eradſharw and Ircton that 
*I my (colt was born in the moſt quarrel- 
* forn and ſcditious Town in 21! the Nations 
* and that I would not fuck of any body 
* but of a peeriſh and ſchiſmatical Nurſe, 
*nox cat any milh . but fuch as came trom 
* a hicking and ili-r1tnr'd Cow , that fo 
* fogn as I could climbup a chair or ſtool, 
* my only dcligiit was to tear Bibles, ard 
* all good Books apicces + ard atterwards 
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«as TI grew ablc) to pill down the Church- 
« zard-pales to lct in the Hogs, to root cur 
* new buried people out ot their Graves ; 
« that I did not carc for robving, any mans 
« Orchard , or plucking any mans Geeſe, 
&* but the Mzniſters 3 that I had a little owe, 
© privately out at Nurſe, by that time 1 
< was cighteen years of aye 3 and that I 
« pave hve and fixpence a weck, beſides 
« Gap, ſtarch and candle ; his name was 
* Belſhaz2z.ar,and hc had brown hair ; and 
«{oonand on | weat,with a conſtant and 
© pecaliar (pight againlt Miniſters, till, to 
& the diſcredit of var Chirch, 1 writ thc 
* Contempt of the Clergie. After this fort, 
Sir, might the Anſwerer have dealt with 
mc, luppoſing, he would havc been {c Vere, 
and taken notice that he was.acquainted 
with me; bur ſaypote, Sir, that his Infor- 
mation tails him , and that the perſon he 
writes againſt, may cither be of the Houle 
of Commons , one of the Life-ewuard , a 
Builder of Ships.or a High Conſtable, then 
ler mc tell him, that it 1 be-one of all 
thoſe ( which Þ am, for ought he does 
know, or ever ſha!l know ) that he has loſt 
a'moſt all rhe eighty ficſt page, and abun» 
dance niore vp and down his B-gk : tor 
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whereas he there adviſcs me to get a Li- 


cenſe to be Univerſity Preacher, t+ ſet wp a 
running Lecinre, to call together the neigh- 
bouring Miniſters, to learn them to preach 
without Preface, Diviſion, Inferences, or the 
like it had been altogether as proper tor 
him ( unleſs he had known me better) to 
bid mc cock my Gr, prime my Pan, fate 4- 
bout 9 the right, or to have (ct me toany 
other employment, till he had been more 
ſure, where 1 dwelt, or how I ſpent my 
time : tor why ſhould any trouble thern- 
ſclves to enquire after me, for 1 am very 
well, thank God, and wiſh all mankind 1o. 
But I know it is the humour of the Au- 
ſwerey, and ſome trew more, to believe, 
things to be true or falſe, according to the 
Authors age, bulk, protethion, complexion, 
and County. Such a thing, faics one, is as 
plain, and evident as may be, it the Auther 
lives at London but it at Torks in my 
opinion he 15 fornewhat obſcxre3 and rc- 
move him but to Darbam, and he is the 
greatelt lyer in the world, next unto the 
buge one himlſelt. Yes truly, fays axother, 
that may pothbly bc nay, 1 can ſcarce fee 
how it cau be otherwiſe, it he were not { 
very fat and ancicn! + and tor cvpht any 
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body knows, the Author is as thin as a 
Wafer, and never did as yet lee fifty. 

But as I ſaid before, Sir,] am quite tired, 
and have nothing more to fay to the Au- 
ſwerer, but only to let him know, That 
had it not been for the ſake of that little, 
which is now to follow, 1 had been {6 
rude and unmannerly to him, and fo very 
kind to my ſelf, as not to have raken any 
notice of what he had written, And 'm-» 
deed, bctorc I go any turther, 1 muft (v- 
temnly beg, pardon of every one that hath 
read his Anſwer, for ſeeming (6 tar to ſu- 
ſpe their [udgements. 23 to go about to 
point and direct to miſtakes, thar lye (© 
thick and obvious and having obtained 
«that, Sir, I hope alſo, that where your (clt, 
cr any other Reader, (haY hnd your ſelves 
very much grieved, with the trifling and 
{mall entertainment which this ſeemed Let- 
ter only affords, that you will attribute 
{ome part of it to the Nlendernchs ot that 
liuff, which the Anſwerer gave mc to deal 
with, as well as to my great indicretion 
in undertaking it. And lo farewel Au- 
/werer tor this year, and all that (hall tvl- 
ow, | 

An thus, Sir, I have billy thowr that 
d:» 
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as it was altogether againſt my deſigh, to 
bring any of the Clergie into contempr, 
ſo I have ſaid nothing, nor after ſuch a 
manner, a5 ſhould by any Reaſons be con- 
cluded to do the fame 3 but it there be a- 
ny fo weak, and fo regardlels a3 to miſtake 
me z they are cither ſome of the giddy 
and foft-headed nou-Confurmiſts, or forme 
ot the idle and inconfiderable Laity. 

As for the firſt, Who think themſclves 
the only Saints of the Ags, and to be now 
in chains for Chriſt, anl jy cauſe ; Let mc 
tell them,that they have no reaſon at all to 
rejoyce at my firlt Letter, becauſe they there 
had, that ſuch is the imprudence or un- 
happineſs of ſome of the Clergie, as fome- 
times to occahion their own contempt. For, 
it they pleaſe to examine again what is 
there written,they will then perceive their 
dear Brethren to be as much concerned as 
any body elſc,and to have as great a ſhare 
in thoſe Inſtances that are ——_ out of 
idle Sermons : But I did not ſet zbem out 
by chemſclves upon two accounts; Firſt, 
| becauſe till they do conform, carc is taken 
by Authority, that they may not publickly 
render the Miniſtry conteroptible by their 
ridiculous Preaching. And in the nexc 
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place, bccauſe all their tooleries, idleneſſes, 
and inſignificam cantings are fo peculiarly 
and faithfully (et forth in the torcmention- 
'©d Friendly debates, that T could ſcarce 
think of any thing that could be added ; 
but, becauſe thoſe Reaſons I nnd were nor 
ſufficient, and that I hear that ſome of 
them ſay, It s now very plain, how the world 
i altered, and what | zment able preaching and 
trifling there is now they are ſilenced : there- 
force, | _ I would not have them too 
much ſpoylcd and cxalted, in thinking 
chemſclves the only paor remain Of pevple, 
that can diſpenſc the word profitably, and 
ſpcak ſenſe, rbetorick, and godlineſs , they 
may pleaſe to believe it, thar if I had 
thought they would have been ſo miſtaken, 
I con!d have found out as many tolhes and 
extravagancies, in one daies time, out of 
their Sermons and Diſcourſes, as in a week 
any where elſe. To tell tories, you know, 
Sir, 1s endlcfs and tcdious 3 but however, 
tor once T muſt beg leave to be a hetle 
tro:bl:fome, that what T now faid, ſome 
body «fe may believe belides my f{clt. There 
is therefore ene now amongſt thum, who 
j5 counted one of their moſt preci-us ſuffer- 
Yr, avd a moſt herling inytrument > who 
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is {0 Full of idle phanſies, metaphors, ſimili-" 
tudes, and all ſuch like trothy diſparaging, 
ſtuff; that you may (ct him almoſt agamtt 
ewenty of the mott imprudent conforming 
Preachers, that arc to be tound amongſt us, 
Ot his rich vcin ot wit, I ſhall only give 
you onc inſtance ; which is upon that of 
the Pſalmiſt, Bat bis deliabt is in the Law 
of the Lord. Where hc ablcrves, that cvery 
word has its amphaks,and therefore he be- 
gins with the tirſt word, BUT. This BUT, 
lays h:, is full of ſpirituzl Wine , we wilt 
broach it, and taſte a little then procced, He 
had better have (aid it was tull of ſpiritzezl 
eahes, or precious tones : tor this Bug will 
hold no more I/inc than a Net or a Sieve 
and one had as good go ahout to broach one 
of them, as this But : or it he would have 
made the thing credible, he ſhould have 
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ſaid, that this But is a Hogs-bead full of 


ſpiritual wines (a5 one did that repcated it 


out ot the Autber ) then you know, Sir, it 
s as plain and polhible as may be, and we 
might have braach'd prelently : but of all 
things, I ſhould have been molt pleaed, if 
tor ONCe he would have fpoken in Latin, 
and to!d us, that tins ſc4 or reram ciim 
72, 15 tull of ſpiritxal wine 5 tor tun the 
3 wis 
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wit would have been more admired for ly- 
ing a great way off. I ſuppoſe I need not 
on, Sir 3 you cannot but be ſufhciently 
tish'd corccrning the great ſtretch ot his 
fancy. I might allo, Sir, fecing that we 
have ſet him abrozch ( as he will have it ) 
give you yult a taſte of his Mctaphorical fa+ 
ex/ty. What think you of a Cheſt or Cup- 
buard of truth ? or of the Rain-bow of Fu- 
ſtice * Merey turns Juſtice into a Rain bow, 
the Rain-bow is a Bow indeed, but hath n1 
Arrow in it. Here the Author was double 
happy ; Metaphor and Wit into the bar- 
gain: Or what think you ot ſaeeping the 
Walks of the heart; or ot Prayer being 4 
ſpiritual Leech z and of throwing in the ait-« 
le of Prayer, aud fiſhing for mercy ? Or 
aily, What think you of Gods laying the 
ſoul a whitening ? Do you not think, Sir, 
that it would very much alter the counte» 
nance of the 1#,ſh-maid, to hnd two or 
three large ſoxls bleaching amongſt her lir- 
men? But to (peak the truth of it, the p2- 
culiar knack, pitt and glory of this Gentle- 
man, conhilt chictly in making ot likeneſſes, 
in which he is fo lacky,and tranſccudently 
accompliſhed, that in a {mall Treatiſe ct 
his, called s Chriſtian on the Mont 5 in 3 
vcry 
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very ſhort time, I found Meditation to be 
like almoſt a hundred ſeveral things. 

In the firſt place, Meditation is like 8 
withdrawing-Room , we arc very well {a- 
tisfied,it he will not carry us much turther: 
then he calls us out to viduals, and after 
that. Meditations is likg chewing of the Cad: 
how we mult walk abroad, and Meditation 
Y ite climbing up into 4 tree but it that be 
not high enough, it #4 likg « Mont or @ 
Tower high : but it we have got any ſtrain 
with climbing, Meditation #4 like going into 
# Bath : and it atter bathing we grow hun- 
gry again, and faint, Meditation is the pa- 
late by which we feed, and immediately at- 
ter, it is like Iſraels eating of Manna : and 
tive lines atter, likg a Curdial to be drunk, 
donn: So that in a very little compals, 
Meditation 1s climbing, bathing. taſting, eat» 
ing, drinkgng and chewing the cud. Within 
two or three pages aſtcr,the Chritian is to 
take the Air again, and to be mounted, but 
not ſo ligh as betore, but upon a hery 
Steed 3 and thea Meditation i the Chriſt; - 
an's crerbing bit : and I know not well how 
it comes about, but it is alſs like a powerful 
Loaditone \, and for all thet, the nexc line, 
| 84s like @ cork $0 @ Net, And ſoon after, 
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lite ditilling of Waters, and like beating of 
Incenſe » but now wc go far and deep, 2nd 
Meditation is libe digging ſpiritual cold owt 
of tbe Mine of the Promiſes but we foon 
come ahove ground again tor a little while, 
and Meditation is like digging about the rovts 
of x Tree : but down again prelcntly, tor 
Meditation is like digging in the Mine of Ors 
dinmces. We hid not been in this Mine as 
vct,we had only digg'd in the Mine of the 
Promiſes betorc : but I am afraid, Sir, you 
will lay you have enought not,we go on, 
And Meditation i« like the ſclvidge, which 
beeps the cloth from ravelling ;, or like a ham- 
mer thit drives the nail t» the head, or like 
rabbing* a man in a ſwoort 3, Or like a Bee 
(rcking ont af the flower of truth preacht, and 
working it in the bivce of the beert. Furthcr- 
more, Meditation is the ballaſt of the bart, 
the bellores of the affections, ard the Hen that 
hacheth good affetions > and like the ſails of 
the Ship, notwithfianding, that it was liks 
the ballz?t juit rows ; bat I fuppoſe the Au: 
thi docs not mean thc fam Ship hc mcan! 
bore, but fone other. But fuffer me 1 
prav, Sir, t» putt 19c/e grapcs ot © more ito 
the Pri's as an 6c BEUGEINES E 1+ fan's mn 
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like ovie to the L amp , like a Gut full of pow- 
der. (but pr ryer without faith, is like a Gun 
diſcha: ged witho:rt a bulict ) like wet tinder, 
like a woip, like a proſpective gl ifs. a golden 
ladicr,a de,s tab _ a ſpiritual Index. 
It was yuit now the oyle, but he holds uot 
long, in the famc = |. tor now it 1« che 
lamb it ſelf, that is to be fed with the ny'e of 
reading > but then joyn- it with ex.mma» 
tim, and it 4 lihe the Szen 0 tve Dial. And 
latily, jovn nt with praiſe, and it is like 
8 pair of Com; afſes. 

And now, Sir, am I not as good as my 
word; have I not ſhewn you a man. chat 
is very truittul 2nd preciot us? I6 ir potlble 
to be weary, where there 15 luch varicty 
of fancy? He begins ea you at bome, 
then calls youl abroad, br: mg you b act jb 4*« 
eain, then 0t at Se, thcn tor the Indies, 
carrying, you into Mixes, ſeveral Mines, 
Promiſe-mines, and Ordinance-mines \ this 
malt nceds be melting ad difſ-/ving. And 
l q cltion nct, as this Gemleman leads us 
through 2 great part of mecb an ick and M4* 
t:4r al P! ilof:pby {o, had h- tho git Ct ir, 
and bccn but at a hittle more Lilurc, his 
fancy C+ uld havc mad M-4:tation kc all 
the Arima! in C fucr ard ail the Pl ents in 
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Gerrsrd; for ſome ſmall rcafon, or pretty 
report or other : For when his hand was 
in, what had it b:en tor him to have ſaid, 
that M:di: 1tion is like an Oftri-b, a Phea+ 
fant cock, or a Robin-red-breaft , or like a 
Whale, a Pike, or a Gudgeon 3, tor 1 do not 
at all do1bt but that a very {mall Droentor, 
may deviſe 2s good a reaſon for all thoſe 
likeneſſes, as he that (aid, that faith was 
like a Flonnder, that laid g Chriſtian flat 
npo? the Promiſer. 

Atter lim comes another Bartholomew 
Gentleman, with 2 huge hamper of Promj- 
ſes; end he talls a trading with his Pro- 
miſcs, and applying ot Promiſes, and reſtins 
upon Pr»miſes,that we can hear of nothing 
but Promiſes: which trade of Promiſes he 
{o engrots'd to himſclt, and thofe of his 
own Congregation, that in the late times he 
would not 6 much as let his neer Kinſmen, 
the Presbyterians.to have any dealing with 
the Promiſes : And to torward this trade of 
Promilcs, the poor deceived creatures mult 
be latcly abuicd with a new fort ot Concor- 
gance, by V. P. conſiſting of Commands, 
4 hreatnings and Promiſes ;, 2nd bcfides, kf 
people {hold tike hold of, and apply a 
exrle inſtead of 2 bleſſing, and 2 threatring 
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inſtead of a promiſe, they are all ſet forth 
with their particular marks : fo that now 
I ſuppoſe, the trade of promiſes will ſud» 
deny hercupon be much amended, and 
row ſtrangely quick and lively. And to 
ſhort ( becaule this Gentieman has been 
ſafheirntly raken notice ct by a late wor- 
thy Author) except it be idle preaching 
about expcriences, diſpenſations, manifeſt a- 
tions, diſcoveries, improvements, pledges, pri- 
riledger and prevogatizes 3 entgoings , ingo- 
ings 2nd returns, 2nd luch like fenllels, in- 
ſignificant, cantizg words and phraſes ; 
there 15 ſcarce any thing to be tound in 
him, or any of thole that are admirers of 
his way, 

And, as this ſo much admired one, has a 
peculiar trade 1 promiſes, {o others there 
be, who are very much tor trafficking with 
Chritt; And in the [ate times, we may re> 
member what a fubtile trade was driven 
this way, and what a pertc& merchandize 
they made of Chri/t; and what abundance 
ot eminent holders torth ot Chri#, and his 
Cauſe, were lene into the Conuntrey to (ell 
Chriſt tor (poons.bedkins and thimbles ; Bur 
amongſt all thoſe that were then employ- 
eJ, none ever was tound 19 me fo very 
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good 2 retwri of Chritt as H. P, was ob5- 
ſerved to do for he could preſently call 
the people together, and cl them, © That 
© he hcard at Lodon.that they were with- 
* out Chritt, and he came on purpoſe to 
* bring them Chrift, and what a great deal 
* of money he,was offered upon the rozd 
* for Chbriit, but he was re(olvcd to part 
* with Chrit to no bod y, till the Beloved 
* that he was preaching, to,had had the re- 
* ſ/zl of hin; a1d it they did intend to 
trade with hun, they muſt down with 

© thei ir duſt initantly;for to his knowlcdg, 
* the Papiſts did offer a very vali lum of 

* xn ney for England, Chrit : and there- 
< if they did not make all poſſible 
* hafte to tend in their plate and jewels, hc 
* would b: foon ſhip'd, and carried away 
* to Rome. But may (ome fay, What it 
* cruel Cayalicr ſhould come, would not 
*thcn our Chrif be * grcat danger, attcr 
*all our coſt and charges mignt not he 
* plunds T us of our Ct wit > No, Cavalier 
ind-:d is cracl, and may get away your 
"* fore! Jer of Mate, may gct away your 
* Children, miy get away your IVife, and 
" inay gt away your vcry Bible, and hc 
* may com: allo tor your Chbrijt, but he 
CAAncot 
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& cannot get away your Chriſt; for Chriſt 3s 
« yours,ard be is Gods; and theretore down 
« with your moncy. I do not {ay that all 
that were {ent forth then to repeat the 
word Chriſt (tor that was then, and is (till 
by many called prezching of Chriſt ) did car- 
ry along with them fiich knavith intenti- 
ons; but ſure 1 am) that the vain repeti- 
tion of ſuch good words, is ſtill too ctten 
that which the Nanconformiſts call powerful 
preaching, when as there is nothing at all 
that is mcant by themſclves, or cm un- 
deliood by their Hearers.. And this wiade 
Biſhop Taylr lay in his Epiſtle to the Rec- 
der b<torc his ſhort Catechiſm, That a plai 
Catechiſm d-th more inftrudt a foul, than 
s while daics prate which ſome daily [pit 
f nth, to bid men get Chriſt, and perſecnte 118 
ſervams 1, tor he was very well aware,that 
theſe great Zealvts, that talk fo much of 
Chrift and his Intereſt, were as forward to 
cheat. ſteal,or commit any vilLanics,2s thoſe 
that had never hcaid ot Chrilt, or the Do« 
firine that hc preached. And mdecd, I had 
now taken but very little notice of what 
was then done amongſt tham, it that idle, 
empty and inhenihcant prezching had 
ceated with the tires? but &Yg) T hnd pro- 
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ple fo ſtudions to deceive, and fo wiltidg 
to be deccived, that ſuch prattle, amongt 
many, till bears the name of the only {7- 
= powerful and edifying preaching. And 
indeed, though 1 will not accuſe every one 
of that party, that now ſtand ſeparated 
from us, of che utmoſt extravagancies of 
theſe follics; yet I am very certain, that 
the greateſt part, or at leaft the molt fa- 
mous and picv.iling amongſt them are ſo 
generally addicted to canting, inhigniticant 
phraſes and tedious taxtologies, that ſhould 
we compare their continual religious non+ 
ſenſe, with the indilcretions ot the Curfor- 
miſts, theſe would app.ar tolcrably lobcr 
and wary Rbetori:i ns. 

And this is fo plain from what has been 
alrezdy mentioned, that very little need 
to be (aid further; but only it happens that 
I have now by me, a Book call'd, Apples of 
gold for young men & young womenza Book 19 
tamous amongſt them, that it has to my 
kno:wledge deccived the World to no leſs 
than cighe Editions: and yet when we look 
into ic (nctwithtianding the lubjeRt is ves * 
ry larg2 and profitable } we (hall there hnd 
little belides Chrift, the Soul, Conſcience, 
Faith 1nd 1:01 like very g00d words,over 
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and over rcpcated to very ſmall purpoſe, 
and as often uſher'd in with an engaging, 
and crying introduction of, Ah! young 
men, young men 3 and ſometimes, Ah ! 
young men and women. It 1s all one,Sir, 
where you open the Book, his XRbetorical 
humour is ſo very much the ſame. 4b! 
(fays he, p. 181.) youwrg men, young men, if 
you muſt needs be leaning.then lean upon pre- 
cious premiſes,l[ean upon the rock that is bigh» 
er than your ſelves, lean upox the Lord Feſis 
Chriſt, ss John did; John leaned much, Joh. 
21. 20.) and Chriſt loved him much. Ab ? 
lean upou Chriſt wiſdom. lean upon bis poxeer, 
lean upon bu purſe lean upon bis eye lean upon 
bis righteonſneſs lean upon his blood, lean up- 
on bi« merit. Now, Sir, we well underitand, 
and know the meaning, of Chr {ts Wiſdom, 
Power, Righteonſneſs, and the like : but to 
make a huge clattering, of Chrift, and a 
long empty tattle of leaning, and to make 
people ſigh and cry by merr repetition ot 
Scripture words, when perhaps there is lit- 
tle turther lign of lenſe,than faking of the 
bead, and wringing of bands, hive much 
more in it of popular deceis, than popm'ar 
Rbetorick; but having ſer out with the 
word lean, for the hne fignratice noiſe, and 
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eafineſs together, that is to be contiunce 4:5 
Jong as lungs can hold, ncver minding to 
what it is joyned, or how it 15 apphicd 
And whence do you tink, Sir, came ali 
this idle rant about leaning ? only from 
Fobn's being placcd next to our Sato at 
Supper, and laying, his head or elbow in his 
boſum ; therctore, young men, 1 Eey would 
be leaning, they mult ram theirtbeads into 
our Savionrs purſe, and putt their elbows in- 
to his eyes. And trom this place of Scrip- 
gxre lone ane all thar 1nhgnaticant cant» 
my. about a bclicvcrs l: 1mmg ard rolling 
upon Chriſt, it beg uo where clic men- 
tioned in the whole New Teſtament s but 
only where it 15 ſaid, that F.zcb leancd wor 
the top of his ftaff., And as he here runs a- 
way with the word [caring 3 to the very 
ſame method he utes tor any thing el(c, 
that he (hall happen upon. It is ſaid you 
now, Sir, Mal. 1. 14. Curſtd be the de- 
cexver which hath in is flock a male, and 
yet eff creth to the L.rd 2 corrupt thing, Upou 
which immcdiat:'v wollow 3 Ab ! young 
men an4 women ( who are like the Almond- 
zee ) you have many males in yur flock, 
your ſtrength is a mal: in the flick. your tim« 
* a ml? 1,1 the fork. y tr parts are a male us 
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the flock, and your gifts are 4 malt in 2be flock, 
&c. And whereas here he mentions only 
ſtrength and parts in general, a5 being males 
in the flock; yet it his breath would have 
lattcd, he could have made every finger and 
toe that a young man has, to be a male in 
the flock; and 1 wonder how he mifg'd 
Judgment, memory, fancy, and the hive ſen- 
ſes, tor theſe doubtlets arc all males in the 
flick, it he had not torgot them. And this 
is that in which chiefly conlift the power 
and edifyingneſs. (as they call ic) of cher 
preaching, and by which they chink them» 
ſelves fo far to excel the inſtructions of 
the confarm tble Miniftcrs z 25 it thele could 
not ſay the word Chriſt a5 otten inan hour, 
as the molt pawerfuel aud cdifying ot them ; 
and I wonder where lycs the mylteric and 
great difficulty ot this gitecd fort of Rhe- 
torick. 1am diſcourſing fuppule about the 
pardon of fin, and I bring in that of the 
Pſalmilt , Bleſſed is be whoſe tranſgreſſion 3s 
forgiven, &c. Upon which cccatiou I exert 
my gifts, and pour forth thus. It 3s wor, 
bleſſed is the hmacrable man, but bleſſed is 
tbe pardon'd man ; it is 11 bleſſed 21 the rich 
man, but bleſſed is the | raon d man z it is 
n.t bleſſedis the learnee man, but bleſſed is 

| 


the 


(1169) 
the pardon'd man 3, it is wot bleſſed is the 
Kick man, bur bled is the parden'd man 
it is not bleſſed is the villerions man, bus 
bled ir the pardon d mn. Or Lam preach 

ſuppoſe about remembring the Creavor in 

the days of owr youth 3 and I guſh forth after 
this manner: Ab! that men and women 
wonld but in the 


their youth ſeek, 
rok os om os 


> Urag rm greateſt oft good, the beſt 
good, the oft defirablegord: ; = is « ſtable 
good, a pure good, a ſat good, a total 
good, and an eternal good. Now, may not a 
Conformiſft, though of an ordinary inven» 
tion, Mie = endued with on _— 
iftedneſſes of our Separatiſts, (ay, od 
ſeek, ſeek, ſeek, &c. or good, good, 
good, &c. 1 am very fcrious Sir, an 
know it 3 and I wiſh thoſe that I am Lon 
ſpeaking of, would think fo too, and lay 
alide their groundleſs pretences to gifts, 
and preach like men and Chriſtians : Tor I 
bleſs 4Imigbty God, I love all the Forld,and 
with that all men were wiſe to the falyati- 
on of - themſclvcs and others, And not- 
withſtanding, that many of them are to 
torward to boatt of their ſpiritual attain 
ments 
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ments, and will cell you, 


wentr and 
Hmv often beve ſweat at prayer, and 
bow long ed Ordinances, and 
| bo jw, is aphing of Promiſe, andre 
ing , before could arrive 


to this converting and be alving preach- 
ing: but yet for all that, © Gennes fo 
much of the natural may, thit T queſtion 
not at all, but that the v lory, and 
beart-breakfngneſs of it ( which efly con- 
fit in an endle(s repetition of the 
words) may be caſily acquired by a Lad 
ſixteen years of age in a Months time. To 
' make, Sir, this plain, I'll give you but one 
inſtance of very high improvements in this 
kind 3 it is upon this particular, zis. Ax 
ad Diſciple, an old Chriſtian is rich in ſpiri- 
tual experiences. Whercupon he thus pro- 
ceeds : O the experiences that an old Chri- 
flian bath of the ways of God, of the work: 
ings of God, of the word of God, of the love 
of God! © the divine ſtories that old Chri- 
ſtians can tell of the poxeer of the Word, of 
the ſweetneſs of the Ward, of the uſefulneſs 
of the Word ! O the ſtories that be can tell you 
concerning the love of Chriſt, the blood 
Chrift the offices of Chriſt the merits of Ghriſt, 
I 2 be 
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tbe rightcouſncſe,1be graces of Chriſt, and the 

Inence of Chriſt ! O the forges tha an old 
Diſciple e2n yel] yau of the rnbwelline; of the 
Spirit, of the operations of the Spirit, of the 
feachings of "the Spirit, of be, ſealings of 
the Spirit, of the winyeſrings of the Spirit, 
and of the comfarts and joys of the Spirit ! 
O }he ſtories that ant old Chriſtian can tell you, 
fue evil of fin, of the bitterneſs of ſur, the de- 
ceirfulneſs of fm, the prevalency of fin, and 
the bappinefs of 'the conqueſt over ſin ! O the 
ſtories that be cantell you, of the ſnares of 
Satan, the devices of Sxtan, the temptations 
{ $4tan, the rage of Satan, the malice of 

3tan, the watchfulneſs of Satan, and the 
ways of triumphing over Satan ! Thele you 
ſee, Sir, are ſtories which an old Chriſtian, 
In vid Diſciple can tell you.But do you not 
think, that one may procure a very young 
Chriſtian, ſuch as I bctore mentioned, who 
by the hclp of two or three Syſtemes, and 
x lictle skill in Indexes, (hould be able to 
rel you as many divine ſtories as thele, and 
a hundrcd more, it it ſhould be conveni- 
en® *' may nothe ina ſmall time learn to 
began with divind ſtories ot God, the $ rt 
fir «1. Chriſt thc haly Ghoſt, of ſin, ot Sa- 
19% 4 1 my hc not UmProve Mm the ule 
of 
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of his Syteme, and 19. time. vengare £0 turn 
on, and tcll you divine ftories. ofthe Core- 
"not of Grace,' of the Sacraments," of the 

ve Poittts, of the ten Commundments, ar 
ot any ching, clſc, with very. great calc; 45+ 
cording as he thinks to continue. his diving 
ſtories. 

I ſuppoſe, Sir, it werenecdlels to goa 
bout to lacisfhic you further, that this gifted 
fort of preaching, that pretends more thay 
ordinary tocome trom above, has ay little 
in it ot difficulty or miracle, as qt profit... I 
cannot, I muſt confels, imaging wherein 
the porwwerſulneſs and inſpiration Of that glols 
conlilted;that is made by one ot this party 
thatT am gow ſpeaking of, concerning go- 
ing out of our ſelves, and ſaying, come Lord, 
retzern, O Lord; not return, O my tradere- 
turn > O return, O our $ ps return #4 re- 
turn; O our peace returns but retirn, O Lord, 
returz, O Lord. Nor ct that which was 
made by axother upon thoſe words; The fear 
of the Lord is clean \, clean wuhin, and clean 
without ; clean above, and clean below ; clean 
0 the left hand, and clean on the right > clean 
6x this fide, clean on that > clean at home, and 
dean abroad. Now am I as:fure as can be, 
that ſome of theſe people will preſently cry 

L 3 out, 
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out,and fay,that I am againft the fear of the 
Lord, and againſt Chriſt and bis intereſt \ and 
that I am againſt all ſoul-ſoftning means, 
and all ſoul-welting means. And (as it is in 
the forementioned Apples of Gold) I am a 
Hiſcomrager of all that is God-ward of all that 
is Chriſt-ward, beaven-ward, and bolineſs- 
ward ; and that I am for ſoxl-bardning com- 
Pay ſoul-bardning principles and ſoul-bard- 
wing examples, and fir ſuffcring of people to 
27 Cnſteme-weting, and fue-nndang 
Conſcience-waſting, a -nndoi 
ties. It they &, I cannot help AM 
wever, I bleſs Almighty God, that I was 
born of Chriſtian Parents, and that I was 
brought up in the Chriſtian faith 3 and 1 
hope that by theDjvine affiſt ance )I ſhal con- 
tinue in the ſame, and in well-doing to my 
lives end. And whatever opinion they may 
have of me, know not; but notwithitand- 
ing, I do moſt heartily wiſh, that fuch as 
have ſpent their time in reading of Books 
and Sermons about experiences , getting of 
Chriſt, and the like, would change them all 
away for the whole Duty of Man, that a- 
bounds with very pious and intelligible 
rules of godly living, and uſcful know- 
ledge tending to ſalvation. 
And 
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And I do wiſh furthermore, that ſuch of 
the Nonconforming Clergie that are of this 
humour, way and ſtile; that they would 
adviſc, or ſuffer, at leaſt, ſuch as are now, 
or have been heretofore their Hearers and 
Admirers, to read ſome other Books beſides 
their own, and hear forme other men 
Preach beſides themſelves ; For, as it has 
been already made out, 'that the way of 
their diſcourſes is not ſo much above hu- 
mane induſtry and invention, as that it 
ſhould require any more extraordinary af- 
fiſtances, or more peculiar illuminations, 
than the Conformiſts may have Be reaſon 
to pretend to: So, ingood truth, as con- 
fdent as they are of the beavenlineſ7 and 
eonvertingneſs (as they call ic) of their me- 
thod and expreſſions, they have very little 
R_ or on nay = " man- 
ner they proceed in. For, fu , they 
ſhould be fo full of themſelves, and their 
own indowments, as not to attend to the 
examples of the firſt famous Chriſtians , 
Saints, and primitive Fathers, nor to the 
Rules of the beſt and moſt jadicions Ora- 
tors 3 yet if they will be citheir guided and 

{waded by what our Saviour pO 
Fama, or by thoſe direflions which he 
I 4 gave 
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gave to his Diſciples tor ſo doing they will 
hnd very little encouragement cither t6 
dote upon,and admire only their own pro» 
ceedings,or (o ſeverely tocenſure & under- 
value thoſe that ſhew not all willingneſs to. 
be decciv'd by them. And in the firſt place, 
we are plainly inſtructed,asto what our$4- 
viowr himſclt (poke, taught or preacht 3 as 
well as after what manner he expreſſed his 
mcaning. We very well remember what he 
laid to the young man, that enquired bow be 
ſhould attcin cternal life. He did not lay,Get 
me,get faſt hold of meget your arms full of me; 
but keep the Commandments, and give away 
your eft ztewhich laſt in tholc times was ne- 
ceſſary.tor ſuch as intended to be Diſciples 
of Chriſt, Tn like manner, when the Pabli- 
cans and Souldicrs care to Jobn Baptilt, 
Chrilts forc-runncr, to know what they 
ſhould do;he did not bid them, Take bold of 
him faſten upon bim,aad put their grms round 
abut bim , 144 bad the tirlt of them( whole 
employment might tempt them to cheating 
and bribery exa(l no mere than rrhat the Eni- 
Feruur demanded; and bad the othcrs,be con- 
tend with their wages or pay,and not do vi- 
pence nnder Or ftea!. And it was welgthat it 
was Cb-it hunſelt and his great Preaches 


that 
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that aid this, or fe by. chance (amoneft 
theſe lotry Teachers) this mY t have gone 
for groſr.carmal reaſoning.and for ſuch dulf 
moral inftruftions as Alexander or Ceſ; 
themſelves. that never believed any thing of 
Chriſt, might have given ro-cheir Colleforg 
and Armies. By theſe places and the like, Six, 
it is very cafic to perceive after what many 
ner our Saviiaur tavghr and preacht; for 
whatcver he ſpoke was pre:ching, although 
what hc ſaid upon the Mwnt” being a more 
continued diſcourſc ) vas more particularly 
call'd his Sermon : So that thus tar we ſee, 
that whilit Chriſt preached Chrift, that is 
himſelt- and his D-&rine; here's not a 
word - of getting of Chriſt , or getting ito 
Chriſt, or getting a ſhare, a ſtock, an intereſt 
im Chrift, or any (uch like ſtaring, and 1n- 
ſignificant exprethons. In the next place, 
ler us fee what order and inſtructions he 
gave to his Diſciples about their preaching. 
St. Mark tclls us, Mark 16 15. That k 
bad them go into the w rid and preach the 
Goſpel, &:c. St. Matthew tcll us, Mat. 28, 
19, 20. he bad them, G» and teach all Nz+ 
tions, baptizing them,  &c. and teachin 
them to ebſerve all things whatſoever be had 
commandcs, them. Now, Sir, it there can be 


any 


C124) | 
any other meaning of theſe laſt words,than 
that (after le were baptized, or ad- 
mitted into iſtianity ) the Diſcipley 
—_ por a time n cond and 

inin things as Chryat himſelf 

had M or acktes them, which were 
noe Jo riddles, _ and tichli L 
as theſe people too often put upon their 
Hearers, then if his Majghy 1 will pleaſe to 
give me leave) I will promiſe never to 
come at any Chur:b again, ſolong as I can 
find qut the leaſt ing Conventicle ; So 
that if theſe people will be cither contenc 
to preach no loftier, than 9ur Saviour did 
himſelf, or as he appointed his Diſciples 
to do, I am ſure they muſt not preach as 
they do now, unleſs they have got ſome 
ſecret reſerve of Goſpels tor their own pe- 
culiar uſe ; or have received ſome new in- 
fiructions and orders, ſince our Saviour 
was taken up 3, for in all the Goſpels which 
we are acquainted withal, we can find no- 
thing elſe but that Chrift was The Chrift ; 
and that Ged for the future would be wor- 
ſhipp'd after the manner therein declared. 
And he that preaches this, viz. what Chrift 
did and ſuffered , and what he ſpoke, 
preaches Chrift, or his G'ſpel, or bins _ 
6, 
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fied, or him and the reſurreffjon , ot the 
Kingdom of God, or remiſſion of ſivs, or the 
new Covenant, Or grace aud mercy t 
Chriſt 3 all which and many more ſign) 
the ſame, and not he that thunders out 
' Chriſt a thouſand times in a Sermon 3 fay- 
ing, Ab ! none but Chriſt, none but Chriſt. 
Ab ! none to Chriſt, none to Chriſt ; no works 
wo Cbrifts, no dutigs, no ſervices to Chriſts 3 
no prayers, no tears to Chrifts ; no righteouſ- 
neſ7,nto bolineſs to Chriſt ; lay out for Chrift, 
make ſure of Chriſt, cloſe with Chriſt, cleave 
to Chriſt, unite with Chriſt, reſt, lean, roll, 
toſt, tumble and wallaw upon Chriſt. There is 
mention made (you know, Sir) Mat.28,20+ 
of Chriſts bcing with the Apeltles to the end 
of the world ;- which related to the divine 
aſſiſtance of the boly Ghoſt, which they and 
their ſucceſſors ſhould have towards the 
propagating and continuing Chriſtian Re» 
ligion in the world : but theſe people are 
for receiving Love-letters from Chriſt, they 
are for ſtrange entercowrſes, corre ſpondencige, 
retrny, expreſſes, and I know not what, 
And, if it had not pleaſed God to have 
abated ſorne of thoſe extravagancies, T7 
reſtoring our Church, in time we 

have come to beavenly Proclamations and 
beavenly 
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bezrex(y Caxttty. And 1 well remember 
"there was one amongſt them,that prezend- 
'ed to have got ſuch an intcecſt in Chrilt, and 
Tauch exact knowledge of affairs abore, that 
he could tell the Peaple, "That be. bad juft 
before received an ſs fram Chriſt Feſws 
concerning ſuch a Gofrnſ, and that the ink, 
was ſcarce dry wpon the- paper : At other 
times he would fink him{clt in the Palpis, 
and te/the people, be would be with yn. 
ag is preſently, he would only ſpeak, one word 
with Chriſt ; and fo pretending to have 
talk'd with Chriſt, he would come up a- 
gain ſoon after, as full of Chriſt, and his ad- 
vice,as might be, And to conclude this,Sir, 
how many hundred & hundred times have 
you heard that place in the Coleſfians, viz, 
Chriſt is all in all, brought in at the cloſe 
6f any thing that went bcfore,only becaule 
it is melti»g,aud may produce figh or , 
for, if they would per abbent the Bi. 
ble, as wcll as get by heart words and phre- 
ſtr” out of it, they might then have taken 
notice of thoſe many heavenly exhortations, 
cont2ined in the ſame Chapter to the Co+ 
hſſi.ms, of living, more peaceably, godlily 
and rightcouſly han they had done, before 
they were converted to the Chriſtian F an 
| an 
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and in particular, tharghey thouldt banonn 
as kind, juſt and faithful to every,mgn. that; 
they had to deal withal. (Jet him be 
or Jew, Barbarian or Scythian] -a5;they, uit 
to be,or ſhould be, to their own Neighbours: 
| andCitizexs > for that now,Chriſt was \ikan, 
a, having taken away all diſtinfians, and 
made of all mankiud ;one-people. It 13-noty 
Sir, my. intent here,.to. comment - ypor 
Scripture ; but I would to God, that hes 
people that talk ſo-ruch, and {© engleſly 
the word Chrift, would ſpend more timg 
in explaining) his Dettrizes if they did, L 
am ſare the world would not only bemucht 
wiſer, but more peaceable and betrgp.. .. . :;\ 
And as I would not have thele. people 
count themſelves the only godly and gving 
Inſtrutiers, by abundant ſaying over new 
Tiftament words, (oit is a very idlething 
for them | to endeavour to ' have their 
reaching belicved more (andtified and 
55474 o becauſe they talk often-tirnes 
concerning the Bible, giving only empey 
end looſe commendations of the Scriptures 
in general. There are (thanks be to God) 
a great many Bubles in this Nation 3 and 
though the Conformijts do not pothbly ſhy 
ene in every window, yet thr Houſes need 
not 
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not be ſuppoſed to be without the Ser}. 
, nor themſelves without the know- 
and uſe of thern, And what if whiltt 


they are in the Pulpit, with tinger thruſted. 


mto the middle ot the , they donor 
broandify it up and down, as if they would 
the whole of it togetherat ſome 
bodies head ? What if they do not hold it 
pas + _ out arm and voicezand 
cry aloud, This is the , this is the Book; 
here it it, bere it is ; A like hi 
to word like this word, uw writing like this 
writing, no reading like reading here , no 
ſearching likg ſearching bere, n» conſidering 
ike ing bere ; Chriſt is bere, Teſus 
it is bere, the Lord Chriſt is bere, 
clowns Promiſes are here. Yes doubles (it it 
be a Bible ) they are all there 3 and fo is Gr- 
nefir, Exodus, Leviticasr, Numbers, Dextere- 
nomy, and all the reft. But what is any bo- 
dy che better for this? Who will read, 
ſearch or conſider one word the more for 
this empty amazing noiſe 3 or for ſuch as 
that, which I fhnd alſo in one of them: 
Search the Scripture , ſtudy the Scripmre, 
drrel! on the Scripture, delight in the Sert- 
ae, treaſure wp the Scripture 3 no wiſe 
to Scripture Wiſd1in n» knowledge #9 Scripture 
kw 
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criprure convidtions no converſiqs to Scriprare 
mt a Ler them ſhew w_ where in 
Scriptare(notwithſtanding theit extraordi> 
nary $kil cherein )where any thing is advi 
Ns as a of — flothful and 
ty way. If t r elegant 
ſtire of long periods, let them AGrve ahes 
what manner the Ar of the poftler are 
recorded 3 if they be for ſhorter ſenrencer, 
let them examine other parts of the holy 
| z andif they would attempr'eo 
fe, let them read the Propberr, and 
themattend to that copious invention, 
2s well as loftineſ+ of expreſſion that is 
contain'd in them. Surely if they were not 
charm'd with lazineſs, their own conceits, 
ard a cy = all wer = not in their 
way and phraſe, they would judge it better 
wen x arg the people the principles of 
Chriſtian Religion, and to give ſome ſober 
direttions of living well, and perſuaſive rea- 
ſons to begin a good lite, and proceed in the 
fame, than co think that time only ſanQi- 
moniouſly laid out, that is ſpent, in cry- 
ing Here, bere 3 look, look; See, ſit ; where- 
as 
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As4here is nothing, to. be ſecn, but the ous 
Jide of ths Book, nor avy thing to be heard 
Hut a long (ring of words 10 the ſame.pur- 
pole, and, yet this alone muſt be call'd 
aſhing , boly violence, preſring upon, and 
ing wuito the ſow 1 and !] other ſober, 
diicrca, and well examin'd inſtrudtions, 
earthly and beatheniſh. uy , 
_. Not leſs id/c and extrayagant is that 
humour of "theirs, of loadiag their Ser+ 
2pns with abundance of Scripcure, where 
ut 15 pcrte] necdleſs, and altogether im» 
pertinent, How far the true knowledge of 
one place depends. upon others, the reſt of 
the world, that do not boalt fo much of 
Scripture, do very. well underſtand 3 but 
to heap on Scripture atter Scripture to no 
wrpoſe at all, but to make their followers 
ibles tare again with turn'd down proofs, 
and the ftrings and clafþs.to groan, with 
being overcharg'd with doubl'd leaves, is 
tmuch too ſmall a foundation for them to 
call or think theraſclves the oniy true diſpen+ 
ſears of the Word of God. And that wherein 
tlic cxcelleny of thi ſc mens humour ma 
b- plainly perceived, i5 this, That the i 
the goed Seripmere be really for their de 


55; {it dots but found a little towards 
their 
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their meaning) the 4 it is admired, 
this argui ſearching, and experi 

CE ISIS 
well a; art iT cri I 
| have, . Book, Sir, = ken ie 
| woe done upon. that of St. Matthew 3 


are the in bears, fcr they ſhall ſee 
Gel, Now, Sie, to bringin Dr gran 
of the Bible where the word pure is,may be 
done by a Scriptareleſs Divine of ordinary 
' Concord ance-parts 3 but to ſtuff in plenty of 
Scripture vccafionally , unexpeRedly and 
wonderfully , is a peculiar priviledge, and 
perfection of the godly. The Dedtrine there- 
| fore muſt be this, That the Saints of God 
are pure Saints; nothing that is impure can 
ſee God, nothing thas is impure can come to 
God ; for be that cometh to God, muſt believe 
that be ir, hat be is a rewarder of them that 
diligently ſeek bim, Heb. 11.6. And agei 
Jude ver. 4. Behold the Lord cometh with tem 
thouſand — What? not unbelievers, but 
Saints, pure Saints : An nnbeliever muſt not 
expelt 10 be one of thoſe ten thouſand, he muſt 
nt look to be one of that member, for he that 
expelis to be one of that number, muſt ſo num-- 
ber bis days that be may apply bis hears un- 
to wiſdom, Plal. 90» A mnt _— 
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of bis time, count up bis time, and think wy- 
on every day > but eſpecially the great day, the 
day of Judgement. For as the Plalmilt bas 
is, To day if you will bear bis voice, barden 
wot. your hearts, 43 int the provocation, and as 
in the day of temptation in the wilderyeſs. 
And-{o, Sir, you may go on, with begr, 
wwice, harden, beart; which you pleaſe: And 
this ſerves inſicad of telling you , what is 
meant by parity of heart, and what conver- 
ſation fits a man for che viſion and freition 
ot God. 

And thus much I thought ſeaſonable at 
preſcnt, to be (aid concerning the preach- 
ng ot the Nouconformiſts ; wherein I would 
not wilhngly be fo miſtaken, 'as to be 
thought.to charge every one of them with 
that tolly-and trothine(s that is above men- 
fion'd ; for 4 mutt acknowledpe, that 1 
know leveral of ebem to be modalt, ferious 
and learned.” Bac witha), 1 zlo- know.that 
theſmall inconfiderablc 3riflers , the coiners 
ot new pbraſer, and drawers oat of long 
godly words, he chick pmerers out of Text? 
ot Scriptzre , the «mmicul ſqweakers and 
bellawers, and the vain-glorious admirers 
only ot thernlclves, and thoſe'ot heir own / 

taſhon'd farand poſture: | Khow, Ly, 
" that 
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that ſach as thele (hai with all poſhble 
zeal be followd and worſhipp'd.,.: ſhall 
have their bufhels of Chinz Oranges, thall 
be (olac'd with all imaginable Cardidls, £/r4 
ſences and Elixers, and ſhalt be gubb'& 
down with Holland of tenſilliogs at Ell; 
when as othearsot that party, much mare 
ſober and judicious, that can ſpeak ſenſe, 
and underſtand the Sariptares, but leſs con- 
fident and Iels ecnforious; : hall {carpet he 
invited to the fire Sde,:or be preſented 
with a couple of pirpirts , or a glaſs. of 
ſmall beer with bruwn ſugar. » 3 193 
And as theſc People that are thus highly 
treated, have no reaſon to preſume upon 
their parts, improvements, , and extraox= 
dinary inſpirations, becauſe they can.ut- 
ter torth abundance of Serigtare words,..Qk 
very good concern and-fignitication ;, if 
they were fobcrly applied :50 in hke man- 
ner,it were very well if they would not al- 
together zudge ot the blefſedne(s of their 
— by the rwmele- running; ater; 
them, 'or becauſe they had by experience 
that they can force fram, people tears andi 
figbs, and ſuch outward (gns of the hearts, 
teeming 'to be affected; tor all this, and 
much more may- queſtionlels be done, 
K 2 with* 
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without either ſenſe, oratory Or Religion 3 
—_—_ (tuch as before DR 
rattl'd forth as faſt and furiouſly as may 
with Chriſt, Scripture, or the Soul, every 
z together with bands, ſronlders and 


devot 'd, may be cafil 
wn tin nee by and filly hor 


£azt more,wer more, and — than 
any thing that our Saviour himſelf, cr any 
of his Apoſtles cver ſaid. And this I know 
co be _—_ true, becauſe 1 have often 
ſcen plac' fo far from the Miniſter, 
that they could” only fee him make very 
mach eoncern'd facer, and (ſhew often the 
heavenly part of the eye 3 and might fup- 
pole, by the great pains he took, that he 
was about buſineſs of very ganteulghe and 
moment; and perhaps now and then one 
lingle melting word loudly pronounc'd 
might come down, and no more 3 and yet 
as theſe weepingly inclia'd, ſhould be 
2s full of all outward exprethon of depoti- 
#n, as if they were juſt then to be converted : 
and therefore I would not have them de- 
lude themſclves, and think that their 
Hearers weep at their preſſing Religion more 
home , a ſearching the hns more 
throughly than others 3 but at the woiſe, 
the 
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the zone,and fierce repetitzon of words, And 
_ I am not at pat naar won if 
I ſay,that many poor undiſcerni le 
having oft-times (o little ground te bob 
moved, are as perfectly decciy 
aseverany body was, that took Sir Martix 
Mar-all's wide gaping,for melodious fing- 
ing. And it is doubtleſs as calic a matter to- 
make people cry and ſob again, without do- 
ing them the leaſt good, as it is tomake a 
Donril ſtxetch,or them yawn without help- 
iog them towards heaven. 

I have but one thing more to beg of 
theſe People 3 and that is, That they would 
not only ceaſe to call their preaching alone 
ſpiritnal , Hlnuminating, and I know not 
_— but alſo that t oy yer nee aieh 
that they can, or ever did pray by the Spi- 
rit: For till I ſee their children ſpeak & 
brew at four yearsot age (which ſome ay: 
may come to pals, jt they be broughe up 
ina Wood, and ſuck cf a 1Polf ) and thewe- 

ſelver (without liudying) all thoſe Law» 
grages that are mention'd in the ſecond of 
the Ads, 1 = = - at it but if 
they mean, t ve of 
thes own making, differing both in ſo 
and phraſe; or that they do not place every 
K 3 word 
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word after the + A but ſome- 
titnes put Eternal betore Almighty, fome- 
times Almighty before Eternal 3 'or that 
they do'not always confeſs the fame num» 
btrof-fins, bur ſometimes put in adultery 
anefd&ling coo, ſornctimes adxltery alone; 
then this fo fat from having any thing of 
tho Spirix in ie" (in that ſenſe which they 
would pretend to) that it is no more ex- 
——_— , than that this Morning is 
read {Bleſſed be the Lord God of Iſrael ; and 
to morrow, O be joyful in the Lord all 

: Or that ſometimes we pray for 
rhin, or fair weather, ſometimes foy health 
4&6 according to our neceſhities 3 on- 
ly with this differcnce, -that this is print- 
aly'innd by A# of Parliament, and what 
wy day, is not." But ſuppoſe they come to 
degree of confidence, as to begin at a 
veriture; and having a private method, a 
Rpck of Scripmert phy ofes (to be brought in 
afver'tny manne?)} with helpful abs, hims, 


, ſpintings, wipings3 and admirting 


repeated tranſitions (when invention fails) 
ind'the like, that they hold out chair in- 
tended time : nay, farchermore; ſup 

they feldom or never fay the ſame whole 


linc 


beiides rnde Gxpreſſions, improprictice, often. 


| 
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liac, plac'd after the Game manner 3. and. 
that they do not confe(s that by reaſon of 
their ſolitary lives they are as wanton as the 
ſalacious Sparrow, nor pray unto Go tor- 
ſyrup of Barberies, nor delire the Lord to 
give them That ſame; and that they do 
not teach God Almighty how to detend the 
Trinity (as I have heard them do aquarter 
of an hoax together) and how he is to di- 
{tinguiſh between numerus numerans, and 
mumercs numeratusiand that the rhewm d 
not fall down oppretlingly upon the ſperie 
and lenge, but that they proceed very 
clearly and ſmoothly ; yet ſtill chere need 
be nothing of ſuch a fort of inſpiration, 
which chey mean for there being fo many 
ſeveral words in the world, it is not at all 
impollible for-a man (if he (hall fo refolve 
and make it his buſineſs never to {peak the 
lame whole ſentence in all his life. And as 
tor thei ſaying, that they can plainly per+ 
ccive 2 difference between a Prayer that is 
fram'd, and one that is ſuddenly and ſpirg- 
tally pour'd forth ; Iam fo very unwil- 
ling to belicve this, that it Ido not pros 
cure'a thin palc-tac'd Het. as rank a one 
as.can be got in this Town, that (hares his 
time between ſwearing and curſing, and he 

K 4 (hall 
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ſhall be ta A. Prayer, with a con- 
feſhon of all the villaxjier that have been 
committed on this fide the line fince the 
Flood, and well fill'd alſo with fuch phra+ 
ſes and word; as they delight in 3 and being 
double cap'd, and having well learnt his 
zone and geſtures, a Mecting of theſe Spirit- 
diſcerners (hall be call'd : and it this very 
ſmall Saint thus accompliſht (ſuppoſing he 
does not put in ſometimes an Oath,in(tead 
of, O Lord) does not wet as many Hand- 
herchiefs,, and draw forth as deep, and as 
many groans, as any of their greateſt Pre- 
renders to iſlumination , then will I never 
hear Common-prayer again : for it I could 
cell where to hear ec. pray miracidlouſly, 
ix were very imprudent to rum after, -or 
liſten to frail and mores! compoſitions. 
And by the way, Sir, I would not have 
the Papiſts pleaſc themſelves too much (a5 
I have heard they have done upon my hilt 
Letter ) with an opinion of their own pru- 
dence -and preaching abilitics , notwith- 
Randing thoſe imperfections, which I {6 
freely ci(covercd amongit our (clves z tor 
by what 1 tind, by chance, in one of their 
Sermons, concerning, Contrition, I perceive 
tt they can perſecute 3 Metaphor, till - 
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Ge as ridiculous as people can poſſibly en- 
dure to hear it; 4m. ; The Fal- 


. _ 


when be has taken bis prey be defireth na 

_ thereof but the beart, aid therewith be 
is content 3 ſo our Lord Jeſus, when he bad 
ranſom'd us out of Hell, be defireth no more 
but a meek and a contrite beart of us \, there- 
fore '@s the Falconer, ere be will give the beart 
to bis Falcon, firſt be will cut jt, and then 
take out the blood and waſh it : So muſt thou 
give thy beart to our Lord firſt ext it with 
the knife of Comtrition, and #ben take out the 
blood of fin by confeſſion, and after waſh with 
ſatisfatiion, and jo with the knife of bis 
Paſſion, cut your bearts and not your cloaths, 
baving in mind that the blade of this knife was 
made of the Spears bead and Nails, that bis 
precious Body and Heart was thrill'd withal 
tbe baft was made »of the boly Tree of the 
Croſs ; and the ryrel was made of the Crawn 
of Thorn that wa about bis Head. Whes 
this knife on bis bleſſed Body, that ſo hard 
#nd cruelly was tormented on the Croſs > makg 
alſo the ſheath of thy knife of the white Skin 
"of our Lord Jeſus, that was pajnted with 
red bloady wounds ;, then with the Cordes that 
be was bound to the Pillar, bind this knife to 
the girdle of thy beart ; and I doubt ;:::, ! 
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thy heart never ſo bard, it will begin to breg k. 
It is doubtleſs a very ftrange heart indeed 
that will not ſuddenly break all in picces 
at the noiſe of ſuch Rhetorick. And where- 
as it has bcen obſcrved, that ſome of our 
Clergie arc ſometimes over nice, in takin 
notice of the meer words that they find in 
Texts {o theſe are {0 accurate as to goto 
the very Letters. As ſuppoſe, Sir, you are 
to give an Exhortation to Repentance, upon 
that of St. Matthew 3 Repent ye, for the 
Kingdom of Heaven is at hand. You mutt 
oblc rve, that Repent is 4 rich word, wherein 
every letter exborts us 20 our duty : Repent,R, 
readily ; Repent, E. earneſtly ; Repent, P.pre- 

ſently; Repent, E. effefinally ; Repent,N.ng- 
tionally, Repent, T. throughly. Again, Re- 

fem roaringly, eagerty; plentifully, beavily, 

{becauſe ot þ) notably, terribly : And why 
net, repent rarely, evenly, prettily, elegamly, 
neatly, rightly? And alfo, why not, A ap- 

ple-paſty, B bak'd it, C cnt it, D divided it, 

E eat it, F fought for it, G. got it, &c. Thad 

not time, Sir, to look any further into 

their way of Preaching 3 bat it I had, I 

am ſure I ſhould have found that they 

have no reaſon to deſpiſe our Churehupon 
that accountz and they cannot but fee it 
them- 
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| themſclves, it they do-but loak over and 
conflider their own inflrmities; and F 
would have them know, that. what I aid 
in my former, was net tended to help 
on their undervaluing us, but our own. 
amendm-nt. 

And as much miſtaken are the Laity of 
this Nation (which was the next thing L 
promited to {peak ot ) it there be any ot ſo 
mean a jadgment, and {0 idly and wick- 
edly bent, as to think that I deſign'd to 
encourage them in the contents ot our own 
Clergiez being always (© very far from 
promoting.any fuch defign, that there is 
no one m the world that ever: was more 
ſenſible of the groundlels and humourſom 
exccptions und prejudices, which ſome of 
thoſe ſmall and inconſiderable people have 
eptertain'd 4gainft our Clergie in general, 
than my (lt : 1040 which, Sis, although in 
my former Letter I did not think it requi- 
fite to enquire,” by reaſon the intention of: 
that was only to look anto ſuch things, as 
to ſome few 'at leaſt, beſides my felt, did 
ſcem to weaken the repatation and ſervices 
of ſurc of our Clergie 3 yet un this ſecond, 
I judg'd it.convenient to ſeparate their 
foppiſh and aorre.rſonable objetizons from fuch 


am - 
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ies and misfortunes which I men» 
tion'd in my firſt, 
And in the hiſt place comes rattling 
home from the Univerſities the young pert 
with his Atoms and Globuli ; and as 
full of defiance and diſdain of all Comntrey 
Parſons, let them be never (© learned and 
ent, and as conhdent and magiſterial 
as if he had been Prolocutor at the frft 
Comnncil of Nice. Aud he wonders very 
much that they will pretend to be Game 
men, whereas he cannot w_ much as 
Cartes 7 principler.nor Gaſſendps”s [1 
lty:ng ng to they - lo 
fortith and ſtupid, as not to (ell all their 
Libraries, and ſend preſently away for a 
whole Wagon full of new Philoſophy. Fil 
tell you, Sir, (ays one of theſe ſmall whiflers, 
perhaps to a grave ſober and judicious Dj- 
vine, the þ way is ſtrangeiy altered ſince 
were z we are grown ſtra in- 
qniſtive and ingenious. I pray, =? bow 
went the buſineſs of motion in your days ? we 
hold it all now to be vialent. I hear your old 
dll friend Ariſtotle drown'd bimſelf, be- 
caxſe be conld not nnderitand the flux and re- 
flex of the Sea 'if be were now alive, and 
good for auy thing, we conld ſave bis life. I 


caR 
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can preſently demonſtrate 10 you bow It is to by 
done, if will but lind me pen and ink, 
and ſ NY ras 
£xpo or more things that I ſhall tell you; 
Yes, but for all that, this youth of fo mack 
_— ngenan'y, inquifutiveneſs = _ 

ation, may be v ant, 2 V 
much Cnnadent have fo little gocands 
| tocontemn fo worthy 2 perfor, chat if che 
| Gentleman pleaſe to carry him into his flaws 
, and ſhew him his Plato, Plutarcb, and 
other of his Greek Awthorr, the poox 
ing perhaps may hnd as much reaſon to 
himſelf, as Ariftetle did for diſpoſing 
himſelf otherwiſe ; for he never ſtands to 
; conſider, that there be Awtbors,fuch as Ew+ 
«id, Tully, Plutarch, and many others that 
have been tor many Generations of conſtant 
fame, and are likcly to continue, when 
as we find that curiouſly laid beſes 
have their perieds, and their e much 
depend upon the bumorr of the world ; ad 
a Countrey Divine that is well $kill'd in 
thoſe Books ( Ne” with ſuch as peculiax- 
belong to his ox.) may delervc ve 
F good reſpeCt, toy ufe to the 
werld; although he has not the convenience 
of every Philoſophical News-Book,, nor _ 
| 
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call every ſpot an the Moon by its proper 
name, nor has 2 Letter {cat him of every 
new Star that pecps luto the world. But to 
proceed, Sir, . upon. Sunday the ſearching 
young Pbil»ſopber vouchfated to $9 to 
Church ; the Gentleman preaches concern« 
ing the Reſicrreftion,, «nd having tſhewn 
what mcthod his Text directs him to ob« 
ſerve, be teaches bis people according to the 
Seriptures, that Chriſt did certainly raſe from 
the dead, and that the ſame power it able to 
neiſe us alſo; ard ( altbongh we ſhall bave 
been long dead.) to call together all the ſeat- 
ter'd parts of our bodies, and to maky of theſe 
glorified bodies. . Very dll, (ays the young 
aofpiſer upon my word and knowledge very 
I: What a good Text was bere ſpoyl'd, to 
divide it int» this and that, "and I know wt 
what, when as it \"won'd have gone ſi eaſily 
iveo corpus and 1nanc 3-0r-into the three Car- 
tefran elements Þ - Beſides, like an old dull 
Philoſopher, be quite forgat to ſuppyſe the ma 
tion of the Vortexes,' wpun which the grand 
buſineſ+ of the Hypothclis of the Keſurre- 
Hion altogether dipends. But this 'tis to truſt 
le with Texts, thitt cannot tell what todo 
with them. How many brave opportumities 
Aid the Miniſter loſe of bringing in ouateria 
lubtilis, 


C145) 
ſubtilis, a#d materia ſecundi elementi ? IF 
T hd been in bis place, I could have done it at 
leaſt cight times; and then he muſt go and 
droniſhly tell «s, that the ſcattered parts of 
people that bad been long buried and waſted, 
ſhould pon the ſound of the Trump be all 
ſummon'd together, &C. and never think to 
tell us, that the body which bad been lang ab- 
forpt in ſix foot of earth, ſhould bre oper the 
cortex of the grave ; and freein by: if from 
the maculating dirt, the flat, r - ſquare, and 
the round particles ſhould be all aſſociated 3 
and combining themſelves into a celeſtial and 
well concotied maſs, ſhonld become a ſhining 
and fix'd Star of glory. After this, Sir, ke 
returns triumphantly to the Colledge, not 
only very full of the vanquiſhment of the 
Minifter of the Town, but allo through! 
confitm'd in what he has fo often heard, 
that all Countrey Parſons, be they who they 
will, are the ſtrangeſt and moſt mean th 
that belong to the earth. But why fo 
dear child ? 1s it impothble that the word 
Parſon, eſpecially it you put Countrey be- 
fore it, ſhould admit of any milder tigni- 
fication? And 1s it neceſſary that curry 
man, though of very good worth p63. 
knowledge, it once he be fetled ont of the 


role 
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noiſe of the Bells, and does not every day 
ſee the Schoals, ſhould preſently grow de 
and blind, loſe all his —_— and parts, 
and general ignorance ſhould uddenly fur- 
ize him, ſo ſoon as he removes his name 
off the Tables? Perhaps it is but a report ; 
and 1do not apprehend but a Ge | 
may pnderſtand as well at Barnet, as at his 
ings in Lincolns-Inx fields ; ricither 
does he find any ſuch preſent decay and 
waſting of parts, ſo ſoon as his Coach gets 
off the Romer 3 nor ſuch great improve+ 
ment of himſelf, whcn he is coming down 


Hig! ate-bill. | 
next deſpiſer of the Clergie is the 
finall Ingenioſo or Experimenteer ; who 
having pcrliaps blown a glaſs, ſeen a Paper- 
mall, or a Bell ran 4 that knows within two 
houſes where the bett Chymiſt in Town 
dwells ; and din'd once where one of the 
Royel Society ſhould have been 3 and look- 
ed another time into the door at Greſham, 


when the Company was ſitting : he comes 
down with a receit of 2 miraculous fort of 


-bread, with a little pot of double 
hy eſimy, and a box full of Specifick- 
perfums' Lozenges anda little li-ens defſence 


of Orange and he calls the Ninifter bod 
the 


— 
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the chick of the Pariſh together, and he 
talls to his ingenious tricks and operations, 
| and freezes a diſh to the ſtool by the fire-ſide 5 
' ſets up halt a dozen Tobacco-pipes,and then 
makes them fall into a ical afto- 
niſhing figure : after this he deſires to with- 
draw, and puts Claret and Beer together, 
and brings them out wnmixsz and then he 
calls for a glaſs of water, and with ſome 
few words, and a wet finger, makes the glaſs 
firſt to free and c in, and then the li- 
quor to farkle and foam 3 and they muſt 
be all fix'd and wonder, and he alone muſt 
ſmile, as it he wnderſtood the reaſon. And 
{o he rides upand down the Comtrey, and 
every Town he comes at with a -pole, 
he wonders what the urn {> 
and the People mean, that they do not pre- 
ſently cut it down, and ſet up ſuch a one 
45 is at Greſham-Colledge , or St. Fame's 
Park; and to what purpole is it to preach 
to people, and go about toſave them, with- 
out a Teleſcope, and a glaſ? tor Fleas. And 
for all this, perhaps 'this great 
of the Clergit, and admirer of his own in- 
genuity, can ſcarce tell the difference be- 
tween aqua fortis and aqua vite, or between 
a pipkin and a crucible, or a furnace and 2 

L cleſi- 
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eloſ7-ſtool. And befides, he forgets to call 
ro mind how many honourable and wor- 
thy Clergie-men are now members of that 
Scitty, (of which he knows no more than 
meerly to prattle3 who have given ſo many 
and G large teſtimonies of cheir ingenzity, 
as do plainly fhew, that one that is in Ca» 
Ronical black,, may look through as long # 
laſs, and ſee as far into a Mill ſtone, as he 
He wears a light Drugget : and it mult not 
be denied, that a great part of what has 
been as yet, or is likely to be diſcovered 
among(t chem, mult be attributed to the 
diligence and quick-fightedneſs of Eecle- 
fiaftical perſons, as well as others. T know 
chere be a great many,who tore-ſceing that 
it is much cafier to undervalue and abuſc 
knowledge, than attain to it 3 if they can 
but contrive a clexrer tale,and charge it up- 
on that Royal, Honourable and Learned Com« 
pany, they reckon themſelves preently 
much more ingenious thin they that 
ſhould happen to find out the Longitade, 
or a perpetual motion 3 but let them calt u 
their ftories, and p-rhaps they may find 
that the wnrdain d part of that Society, 
may have r1d upon as many pacing ſaddles, 
have weigh'd as mary pikes, and are as y 
Y 
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dy tO ſave the charge of ſuuſfers, as tholt 
that are in Orders. 

But (till, Sir, there be more eontemners 
behind 3 for after theſe follows the yawng 
Gentleman, newly entred into the Modes 
and fmall liſhments of the Town 3 
who admiring himſelf in his gown, 
ti!l about eleven of the clock, then it is 
time to think of ſetting the Miff 5 and if 
hechance to find out a new kt for taftning 
it, that day is very ingeniauſly ſpent 2 then 
he walks three or four turnsin his Chany- 
ber, to make himſelf conſiderable; and 
looking in the gla{s,and finding it © to be, 
(having firſt turn'd down a new place on- 
ward in Littleton) he ſtretches forth, and 
in approbation of his own worth, trees 
himſelf down the ſtairs: wean = = > 
it is to be conſidered, where he ſhall eas 3 
after that, which of the Hawſes he hall 
to, and if he brings home a little of 


__— he 
ay againſt the Clergy 
Peridkg at him 3 
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be temperate ) he walks the room, and 
== very much = him z and by wy 

objettion, now and then propounds three 
or four of a Corant 3 and if he befo 
far entred intoprophane, as to tell him,that 
he him a new Pſalm from Lox- 
4m, and then gives him in writing a baudy 
Soiigs he need not be witty again all the 
time that he ſtayes in the Comntrey. 

Bur- the great deſtroyers, Sir, arc ſtill to 
comme; for next appears the modiſh, grave, 
#nd well conſidering Gentleman, that often 
'calls -himſelt co account, and always finds 
Himſelf full weight and meaſure, but all the 


to be obs and contemprible, 

fe $0 nas y, we in the beſt place, 
'hewbſerves, that Pivizes arc a ſort of peo- 
ple that mind only the inconſfiderable things 
bt this world 3 they never take notice how 
this Dukes, or that Lords livery differ from 
another ;/ and they will idly ſuffer maty 
«- Noble-mans Coach to pals by, and never 
_ her yr. pak ng , or Ly 
| s or Mares, Engliſh or 
Flanders. Which of them can 0% pri- 
vate paſſage out Of Covent-Garden, into—— 
without asking at the Barbers ſhop ? or 
where the ſeveral Embaſſadors Ay” 
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they dincd yeſterday, and where they ſhall 
dine to morrow ? And then for the hu 
mour of the Town, alas ! Sir, there is not 
one Divine of forty, that does or ever can 
undgrſtand any thing of it. Haw hard a 
matter 15 it to judge, whether it be beſtto 
dine at Speerings, or to ſlide in afterwards z 
and what time of year and weather is moſt 
proper for the outward room, and what for 
the puward? How much practical Rheto» 
rick is requilite to make a Coachmax tully 
believe, that he ſhall have a couple of ſpit» 
lings, and at the ſame time, relolve to let 
down the hoot, and with a {tedy mind 
walk ſoftly out tq a Coffer-bouſyy 2 little 
before you come at your Lodgings? Again, 
what accuracy of palaze and breeding is ne- 
ceſſary to have a clear apprehenſion of a 
mizbty and lofty diſh > and to do reverence 
and liri&t jultice to a glaſs of Florexce , 
Champagne, Fromtiniack,, Burdeaxx, Lan- 
guedx, Flaſcon de vin, . vin de Boxrgongue 
vin 4: Preſſoirage, vin Pare, vin de Parole, 
and Tafa/ctie » and to begin (mall Princes 
with a Lach, 2nd to cnd the Emperoxrs 
with 2 weats 22ngue? Be notdecriv'd, Sir, it 
1s not Loozxk, Metaphyſichy, Fatbers and 
Comcile, and all the ret that ever can ex- 
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to know or do theſe things, or half 
of them befides, if we confiderthe great 
rudenefes that are oft-times by Clergie-men 
committed, in barbarous managing of bar, 
immoral picking of zeeth, uncouth and un- 
faſhionable ſneezing, clowniſh pronouncing 
of words, that ſhould have been gracefully 
kf'd, and rade and flat —_ both feet 
upon the ground, when one 
ſtood in rittering readineſs upon the toe for 
a conge 3 when we conſider, I fay, theſe and 
five and hfry thouſand things more, we 


muſt "py conclude, that it is only for 
great bea&picces, men of birth and educa- 
tion, of , and a mighty reach, to 


pretend to honour and reputation ; not for 
poor unobſerving Beok-men that go in 
black, Then, to all this uſt be added, the 
vaſt skill that is required to the rendring a 
vifie, with approv'd and mudifh accuracy, 
that it be done panQtually at the criti- 
eal minxte, neither betore nor after ; that 
the ſervant that comes to the door, be duly 
ſpoken to, according to the Rule provided 
in that great affair; that the Golr-fhoes be 
left in their truc and proper place, that the 
Foot-boy be expert in obſcrving his tutor'd 
diſtance, that he gives allowauce for Sum- 
mcr 


ould have 
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mer and Winter, aid that he never ſtands 
exactly behind, but bearing a reſpe&tal 
point or (0, North or Soxth of his Maſter. 
Then having got over all theſe difficulties, 
and made a fuitable 24dreſs,there is further 
to be weighed, whether the viſit is to be a 
ſilent viſue,or a peaking one 3 and it any thing, 
is to be faid, whether the vifttor is firſt ro 
open, or to expet till diſcourſe be offer- 
ed; and when, and in what order the 
health of the Family is to be inquir'd into. 
Lack a day ! (ays one of the accomplifh'd, in 
what a lamentable condition have I ſeen 2 
mortal Clergie-man,when he has ask'd for 2 
Son or a Danghter that has been dead a 
Month; whereas he ſhould have tele out all 
thoſe things by degrees, and never have run 
bimſelf into the danger of a ſtumbling 
excuſe, for not knowing of it before 3 how 
will his pling Conſcience be pat to it, to 
rap out preſently halt a dozen ſwingers to 
get off cleaverly ? But ſtill, Sir, eve be 
many things behind ; It is no ſuch eafic 
matter upon my word,to judge how much 
of the bankercbief (hall hang our of the coat 
pocket, and how to poyle it exaly with 
the Tortoiſe ſhell-comb on the other fide; 
and if there be Peruke to be order'd, whers 
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is the man of the Church that can tell 
when it is to be done to Ol Simon the 
King, and when, Afrer the pangs of a deſpe- 
rate Lover. Heavens and Stars ! It is ſuch a 
task to be contiderable, and of any mo- 
ment in the World, that it would aln.ot 
crack the brains of the moſt Ready Clergie- 
man, but to hear repeated all the accons- 
pliſhments that are required, to make up a 
man of worth. But then ſuppoſe a Dirine 
of extraordinary parts and quickneſs, and 
thae has got, I know not whence, ſo much 
of our modiſþ blood in his veins, as to ap- 
prehend, in ſome low degree, what inakes 
men for ever bleſſed, and ſhould arrive to 
ſome ict forms of being acceptable ; how 
will they make (hift for Speeches and Com- 
plements, Paſſes and Repaſſes, Parties and 
Reparties ? Pat the caſe, Sir, that a fair Ly- 
dy, or perſon of honour, by ſome chance or 
other, drops a glove or hankerchief : Where 
is now, fay they, 'your man 1n Orders, that 
can panty {nacch it up in an extafie, de- 
liver it with boune grace, and inſtantly fay 


ſomething ſuitablc to ſo great arid ſudden 
occaſion ? Nay, furthermore, ſuppoſe we 
ſhould give them ſome of the grounds and 
elements of our being immortal, and lay 

down 
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down before them ſoine of thoſe ineſtira» 
ble prixcirles by which we become excel- 
lent and admirable in the eyes of men, wes 
men and children, and ſhould diſcover to 
them fome of our ſoycral rorys 29 God, Mas 
dam; as I am a ſinner, Madain, as T bepe 
for mercy, Madam, as I beg year pardon, 
Madam: As alfo fone of our rafpeures and 
beights 5, as I am a ſinner before God and your 
Ladiſhip, as I bope to find mercy in beaven, 
and in your Ladifvip breaſt, as I defire wo 
commit my ſe!f to God, and your Ladiſhifps 
diſpoſal;as I deſire tp olſerve only Moſes'5,and 
your Ladiſhips commands. Nay, to all this 
thould we throw in ſome of our gentile and 
very helpful words 3 as, intrigue, harangue, 
oblig ati m, devotion, altars, ſhrines, ſacrifices 1 
guſtos, flambos, contraſtos. and Orlandos, Fer- 
dinandos : 1 ay, ſuppoſe a render-hearted 
Gallant, having/a little pity and compallion 
for thc low condition and (tile of the Cle#- 
ey, ſhould unboſom and reveal himſclt at- 
ter this free and open manner 3 yer {till 
Blick is black ; for there is fo much of na- 
fie gemility in the yult ulc and mcking ot 
cheſe things, and fo much of myftcrie in 
the right bumuering Ot 2 f.ſhimable word, 
ehiat there is bat very {mall hopes that any 
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Clergie-man ſhould be ever happy or valu- 
ablc in this lite. But (till, Sir, we forget the 
great batiacls of mankind, the wricing of 
Letters ; Where is the Divine that can do 
it, cicther to Miſtriſs or Friend, as a man 
that knows the World, the hunvar of the 
Town, and that has lived upon, eat, and 
rezd4 men ? And ſuppoſe we ſhould beſtow 
upon 4 _ low thinking Bla:kcr8t, one 
of our beſt forms, ſuch as tollows; it is 
five to ones he would commit ſome Eeccle- 
fiaticat blunder or other, in ſetting his 
name t00 ncar,. or in the folding or making 


at UP. 


Moſt bright and tranſcen- 
dental Madam, 


I Preſume by the interceſſion of 
this courſe and erroneous 
Paper, to arrive at your fair and 
infallible fingers ; and to pay 
th: utmoſt tribute of my Devo- 
tion at tbe high Altar of your 


per- 


| 
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perfettions. The great concern, 
Madam, of my life now is only to 
ſacrifice the poor remain of :t, t0 
your intrigues ; and to make all 
my intereſts and inclinations to 
be obſervant of your Com» 
mands,and to do homage at the 
ſhrine of your Vertues. May, 
Madam, I am in ſome curiofity, 
whether I be above, or on this 
fide heavens Canopy ; for no 
ſooner was [ beam'd upon byyour 
ſhining Ladifhip, but I ſeemed 


| can find any ſatisfying Guſto. In 


preſently to be altogether taken 


| up. The delicacies of the Palate 
| are to me grown all inſipid; and 
' it 3s the contemplation, Madam, 
| of our glories alone, in which { 


ne, 
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fine, Madam were there not hopes 
of ſeeing once more your Ange- 
lical ſelf, and receiving ſome 
benedifiion from the flambos of 
your eyes, 4 could preſently re- 
fobve to commence blindneſs ; 
and were it not far the Oriental 
fumes that come from your 
eath, it ſhould not be long be- 
fore 1 ſboul{ put a period to my 
own. Should [, Madam, go a- 
bout to makg an Harangue an- 
frerable ta all thoſe Jewels that 
bye from yorr eye-lids to your 
'fingersend ; it muſt be as lofty 
as Tenarifte, and as loug 6 
the Aquinotial line: ard 
therefore inſtead of that, [ haae 
wothing elſe but to proſtrate at 
your 
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your feet the everlaſting diſp0» 
fal of 


| MADAM, 


The moſt devoted of all ywmr 
V2ſſals, and the meaneſt 
of your Foot-ſtools. 


Alas! alas! a Clergie ma# muſt not ex- 
pe& to write thus 3 his blood is ſo low and 
gceeping, that it can never be inflamed to 
this pitch of paſſion and expreſſion, with all 
the lovelineſſes in the world. Now, Sir,would 
it not vex any creature upon carth, to ſee 
tiles 
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» rifles 2nd feathers, bots of riVbodt and &in- 
ges, viſus and devoirs, a tew faſhimable 
words and phraſes, and 2 form or twb of a 
pbant ijti:h Letter, and very little beſides to 
undervalue ch2rity and piety, real worth and 
hit.ertea! knowledge, only becauſe it is 
in black, and the name of 1t 15a Divine. 

I have nothing more, Sir, to lay to theſe 
People, only it would be 2 delighttul thing 
x any ct them upon what 1 now faid, 
ſhould miſtake me as chroughly as the An- 
ſrerer did about Greek and Latin, Pref a» 
ces and Diviſcons, Patrons and Chaplains ; 
and preſently cry out, that I 2am agaialt all 
meat and drink, putts and flambas, altars 
and (ucrifices, feathers and garters, perntes 
and poleſhoes, bead and becls. body and ſoul 
ot the Laity:For I ſuppoſe, notwithitanding 
any thing that I have (aid, 2 man may pur 
on a new ſuit twice a week, eat and drink 
of the bejt he can procure, have all his fa- 
ſhionable dreſſings, and modiſh attendants 
and yet be modeſt and diſcreet, and not 
think it any vaſt break 2nd elegance tots 
h:s bead at a Clergic-man, becauſe his hair 
may be ſhorter 3 nor to detpile him to dirt, 
becauſe he is conſtantly oblig'd to the ſame 
Canal habit. 


But | 


. 
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But this laſt, Sir, that I was juſt be» 
fore ſpeaking of, is but a vor to God man, 
a great looker over his Shoulder 3 a filent 
and moderate deſpiſcr of all Eccleſiaſtical 
perſons : that only profeſſes by bs troth, and 
& he is a Gentleman and « Sinncr , that 
chere 15 nothing in nature to be found fo 
alrogether ignorant of human affairs3 and 
ſo empty and inconſiderable as a Clergie- 
man: For after him comes the Tezrer, 
and Confaunder of all that belongs to Diri- 
fity > that troubles not himſelt to reafon 
out the point z whether a perſon in Orders, 
may not polhbly underftand as much, 
ſpeak, and write as well; and do as much 
ſervice ina Nation as others z but to make 
it all fure, and ſhort, ſwears at home ; that 
they are all ot them a Company of mean 
and undiſcerning, people. Now, Sir, what 
| 94 Fudges theie are, and by what mea- 

ures they proceed 3 and how likely they 
are to be very ſevere difcerners of what is 
worthy, and what is not, may be cafily 
ſcen by thoſe deadly witty Arts they make 
uſe of to dilparage that boly Profeſſion : and 
by which allo they would raiſe themſelves 
the reputation of men of parts, and wit ; 
& the firſt thing wherein they are {c ſevere 
and 
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and ſatyrical, 13 upon thier names ant ha+ 
bits, And you may loon tee, Sir, the por- 
tion ot I/it that 15 among(t (ome ot them, 
and the ſmallne(s ot ther Objetinas,when 
to ſay, Thcre go:s a Blick Coat (ſhall be 
reckon'd 2 very £0 >d and (pectal fancy: Or 
to lay, Hcr:'s to you Parſon» or, Good 
morrow Parſon © it the word Parſon be bu- 
monrſamly and fturringly pronounced, (as 
fomc of them can do ic 3 it well conhidered, 
15a very notable abuſe, And Ill warrant 
you,that arch Bladethat lnck'd upon a mar« 
ricd Miniter, and a*'d him how Mex. 
Parſon did 1 thought himfclt in lictle leſs 
than 2 raptwre 3 and it was well, it he did 
nat £0 prelcntly to be {. and take a doſe ot 
Diaſcordiam. B it it a Clergie-man chance 
to meet an Ol Teft ament Wit; and that 
he ſets into his ericks and d-ollings 3 then he 
mult expect tobe call'd Levite : and that 
you may not think his tancy to be ſtinted, 
fometimcs he calls him Tribe, ſometimes 
Leviticuc, and for varicty fake, at other 
times Nambers. I necd not, Sir, go about 
to commend theſe 3 they having been fo ot- 
ten approvyd. But ot all th: Wags, and 
Sly ones, that thus play upon a Clergie- 
. wan > he certainly 18 moſt dreaded, = 
. calls 
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calls him Doftor ; which if it be ſpoken with 
the utmolt kcenneſs of intention , which 
that word may admit of, ir goes the deepelt 
into the Boncs, of any thing that can be 
ſaid. I cannot forget (before Saſtes and 
Broad Hats came into faſhion) how much | 
have ſeen a ſmall Pany Wit delight in him- 
ſelf, and how horribly he has thought to 
have abuſed a' Divine, only in twiſting the 
Ends of his Girdle, and asking him the 
price of his Brimmer z' but that Phanſie is 
not altogether ſo conliderable now, as it has 
| been in tormer Ages. 

Another witty way they have of under- 
valuing this Profeſſien 1s, that they will not 
| goto Church : asif a man of avery ordi- 
nary reach , and phatſie, might nor ſtay ar 
home ; or if they do go, they'll ſpend their 
time in talking, and laughing, when there is 
no occaſion at all for it; nor reaſon to do 
it : For as I was concern'din my former, 
(and alſo in ſome part of ths) that there 
ſhould be ſuch Diſcourſes utrer'd by ſome, 
45 — people to abuſe and ſlight the 
Preacher ; ſo am 1 as much concern'd now 
that there ſhould be ſuch idle, foppiſh, and 
extravagant people , that ſhould undervalue 
the whole Profeſſion of the Clergy at a ven- 
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ture : from the higheſt ro the meaneſt , ler 
their Caurrnge and 8chaviour be in all Cir. 
cumſt anccs grave and unblameabie ; and ler 
their Sermons be as ferious, judicious, learn- 
cd and profitable, as Pen can write , for al- 
though ic be to no purpoſe to deny, that by 
reaſon ot the unhappy Education of ſome , 
the low condition of others, and the wilful 
Miicarriages ol athird fort , many ot our 
Clergy are often lighted and diſregarded, 
yet on the other lide, it is a lign ot nothing 
but perte&t Madneſs, Ignorance and Stupi- 
dity , not to acknowledge that the preſent 
Church of Ensland attords as confiderable 
Schelars, and as loiid and eloquent Preach- 
es, 25 are uny where to be tound, in the 
whole Chriſtian world. Ard it theſe peo- 
ple would but a little examine themſelves ; 
and not count every Oath, Curſe , abuſe of 
Seritewre, ard the like, tor Wit, Humour, 
Judgment, and every thing ; they wou'd 
tind themic|ves. not fo wonderfully over- 
Rock'd with Ingenuity and Knowledge, 25 
urecrly ro deſpair of receiving trom the Pul- 
pic any uſelul Advice or Information. Ard 

have ofr-times much worder'd , that fuch 
as make {© great pretences to Wit and Ac- 


com-lillments, thould pirch upon fo calle a 
methcd 
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m:thod of being admir'd, and valuable in 
this wor/4 , whenas they ſce that the grounds 
upon Which they endeavour to be fo tamous, 
and illuſtrious, are ſo preſently apprehend-d, 
that the low-born Coach-men, Carmen, and 
Porters are come to as great perfection, as 
the loftieſt of theſe Speakers. That cer- 
tainly was 2 pretty attentive Child, who, as 
he was lighting himſelt bome upon a $4- 
txrday night ( after his Work. was over ) 
was heard to fay over, and fort all the O:ths 
and Cares that he had learn'd in the, whole 
Week, from his ingenious andeloquent AMa- 
fters. And 1 cannot but approve ot the 
Modeſty of that Towngſter , who being 
highly pleas'd with that excellent Phanhie ; 
viz, Son of a Whore; and not happening con» 
veniently of Tapſter or Drawer to ſpend him- 
ſelf rſt upon , was firſt to break his mind 
to an Oſter-womaen ; and ſo being once en- 
ter'd, the Toth ſoon improv'd; tor after- 
wards, if the Candle burnt not cleay , or the 
Pipe had a crack in it, or his Horſe ſtumbl'd, 
or Dog or Bitch lay in his way, they were 
all Sons of Whores, Nay, if a Trial in 
Weſtminſter-Hall goes not right , the very 
Caſe it (elf was a Son of a Whore Caſe; and 


that Pwrge that gripes, or gives a Stool more 
M 2 than 
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than ordinary , tSa Son of a Whore Purge. 
| know, Sir, that theſe Haffing Deſp»ſers of 
all Black-Coats think they urge very hard tor 
the neceſlicy ot their thundering, and terri- 
tying Stile ; by faying, that the degenerate 
part of the World, were it not for that, 
would grow ſaucy and unmanageable ; and 
the unworthy and mean-ſpirited Creepers 
would make no difterence Þ:rween them- 
ſelves , and the brave bold Commanders 
ot the Age, Curſe (ay they) the Groom, 
or Oftler three or tour times luſtily, juſt be- 
tore you go to bed, and your Horſe will ve- 
ry near caſt his Coat , and begin to ſhine by 
the Morning ; and give a Drawer half a 
dozen Granadees as he goes down the vtairs ; 
and if he be ſo irreligious, as to bring up 
any thing , but :ras T cre, you will for cer- 
tain ſhorrly hear , that he has murdered his 
Maſter , and hang'd himſelf with his own 
Garters, In ſhort, Sir, were not people 
quicken'd to Duty, and Obſervance, by ſuch 
brisk and remarkable Expreſſions, the world 
muſt ſuddenly end ; and the very Gentry of 
the Nation would be as much negleCted and 
diſobey'd, as we hnd the modeſt and cow- 
ardly Clergy now to be. Indeed it 15 great 
pity, but that Gertle-folks (hould be duly 
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reverenc'd, and attended upon. But I was 


| thinking,Sir, (ſuppoling Swearing and Cur- 


| ſogto belo very neceſſary to the ſtandingGo- 
' pernment and Welfare of a Nation) that a 
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ſmall /»/frument (about the Nature of Puc- 
ginello) might poſſibly be ſo contriv'd, with 
two Rows of Stops, one for Swearing, and 
another for Curſing , that might upon all 
occalions expreſs it ſelf with as much DiC- 
cretion, Propriety, and Elegance, as the very 
Owner of the little too! (hould be able to dv 
himſelf, But then indeed, Sir, as to the ex» 
temporary and occaſional Wit, that is oft- 
times ſhewn in abuſing the Holy Scripeures ; 
that muſt never be atrempted by ſuch a Gen- 


| tleman of Wanſcot ; bur muſt be performed 


by humane mouth it (elf , for there is-fo 
much of /wddenneſ7 of apprehenſion, and ex- 
perimental mill in the application of Scysp» 
were, that is requilite to that buſineſs , that 
to go about to perform it by Holes, Springs, 
or Wires would be much more difficult and 


| chargeable, than Parads/e, Oo” 


v#- Works, For ſuppoſe, Sir, a Gerflieman 
going to Dinner to *—-— — Heyſe , and 
walking throughtthe Narrow Ally, miſtakes 
his way ; then, Sir, what Engene , upon the 
ſudden, of Woed, or Paſtboard (but Centle- 
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man himſclt) could preſently ſay, Straight 
is the Gate, and narrow ts the way, and few 
there be that ſind it. Do you lee, Sir, bow 
hard itis ? There is not ſuch a place again 
for that occaſion , and for that very particu: 
lar Alley, in all the Bible. Well, Sir, he 
proceeds, and coming at laſt-to the great 
Houſe ; he knocks at the Gate, and the 
Porter being not juſt at hand, then comes 
out that of the P [almiſt , Laft mp your head: 
O je Gates; and be ye lift up, ye everlaſting 
Doors, &c. Upon which, the Porter hearing 
ſuch great Wi, and Divinuy, at the Gate; 


preſently runs, and opens ; the Gentleman | 


enters, and there finds a Servant (weeping; 
then comes very properly that of the Pro- 
phber concerning the Beſom of Deſbuttion : 
For indeed, - what more exactly like the De- 
ſolation of Babylon, than the ſweeping away 
a little Dire qQut of a Conurt-yard. After 
this he walks intothe Hal; where he hap- 


pens upon the Butler and 110 eſts ; Good | 


morrow Pharach, fays he, ( tor you know 


Sir , Pharach had a Butler ) where's | 


your AZafter Pilate ? (for you know allo, 
Sir, that our Savwour was carried into the 
Common- Hail: ) where by the way, Sir, you 
malt oblerye , tht a true Wit 15 a5 good in 


the 
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the wnſuae of the Houſe s 4$ At the Gare. 
Dinner time draws nigh ; and ſoon atter , 


{ the Victuals appear : The Gentleman is 


deſired ro ſit down: No, he frngs, and 
begs pardon ; having read , that the firſt oat 
be laſt, and the laſt ball be firſt , and then 
he rugs again. However at laſt, Sir, we 
tall to, and amongſt other good things , 
there is ſomewhat that requires Myſtard ; 
upon that he delires his Xeighbowr to re- 
move 4 little of the Mownain to him ; for if 
je have Faith like a Grain of Moſt ard-ſeed 
Je ſhall remove Mountains. By and by,Sir, 
half a dozen Chickens are brought in; which 
preſently he commends for 2 D4G of very fat 
feruſalems ; becauſe of, O Jeruſalem, 7e- 
ruſ[alem, thou that kileſt, Gee. though it he 
had pleaſed , he might as well have called 
them, a Di& of Prophets , or a Diſh ot 
World-nots ; for you know, vir, /ernſalem , 
Prophets, Chickens, and would not , are all in 
the ſame Verſe. In ſhort, Sir, my Lord 
Mayor himielf cannot provide a greater 
number of Dies , than this Gentleman 
ſhall have always in readineſs Drvine Phan- 
fies : Nor leſs ingenious can he thew hinaſelt 
to be in his retwn ( it there be occalion ) 
than he was in his coming ; tor a Child can- 
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not drop before him in the Streets, but pre- 
ſemtly, T abitha, ariſe ; be ir Boy or Girle ;; 
nor a Perter caſe himſelf of his Burden ; but, 
Come unto me all ye that are heavy laden, &c, 
nor 2a Water-bearer be at a Conduit , but, 
Pan! may plant, and Apollo; may water &c. 
| know not, Sir, how many there be of this 
ſort of people in the world, who have no- 
thing to ſay againſt a Prieſt, but only to 
ſwea r more than ordinary in his Company, 
or to apply a few Scripture words with impu- 
dent Non. ſenſe. It there be no ſuch at all;then 
what 1 have now ſaid belongs perhaps to 
thoſe that dwell at the Afon. Bur if there 
be, I would to God that ( in the mean time 
rill they come to ſome ſenſe of Religion ) 
they would in ſome meaſure conſult their 
own Credit and Reputation , of which, it 
they be (o nice and render, as upon all occa- 
hons they pretend to be ; they might plain- 
ly perceive , that this their childiſh way of 
Scoffing at God, and his immediate Ser- 
vants , is (o tar from leading towards Wit, 
or Honour, that it is nothing elſe but &y, 
blant, infacetions Atheiſme. 

And ſeeing , Sir, we have been now 
ſpeaking of ſome that think themſelves the 
ery Princes of the Age, and Wit; it may 
not 


(191] 
not be amiſs to hint alſo at aworher more 
modeſt ſorr of people, who are not for ſuch 
notorious ſcolhng at God, and ſwearing 
down T owers and Steeples : but yer having 
bur a ſmall opinion of Relzgion, and little 
regard ro honeſty and conſcience ; ( wit and 
| humonr ſerving inſtead ot that ( they muſt 
needs undervalue , and laugh at all fuch 
whoſe duty and ſerious employment itis, 
to explain the Scripewres; and from thence 
ro exhort to all Meekneſs , Temperance, 
| and Righteouſneſs : thoſe, I mean, who, it 
they can but cheat a little Boy of his Linke , 
and Livelyheod ; blow out a poor mans Cax- 
dle; and make him prick his fingers , beat 
down a backer full of the biggeſt Apples : 
or pawn a young Gentleman tor the recko- 
ning, and then call it by the right name; 
they are in their own opinions very muck 
wile than all the grave and formal Clergy- 
men in the zation : who are commonly (0 ve- 
ry dull as to think, that one that is in the 
rime of his fancy, invention , gayneſs , 
trolick , and atchievements , houlf ſubmit 
to ſet formes; and toeat, drink, and walk 
the ſtrears by Caron. 
Now, Sir, I muſt needs ſay , ſuppoſe 2 
very ancient and ſolemn Profeſſor of Cobling, 
9 
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þe very intent upon the great buſineſs of »-- 
paration , and all things promiling highly 
well: the Awle glides nimbly through ; 
the Candle conſents , and burns very clear, 
nothing ot tear, cloud, or diſappointment ap- 
pears z bot he ings, or thrums at the 
great likelyhood of the reſtawration of the 
ſhoe ; '(eeing nothing but that the E- 
vening may Cloſe well ; his ſeep be un- 
diſturod ; and his endeavours be crown'd 
with being paid next morning : on a ſudden, 
Sir, ruſhes upon him darknels, deſpair , and 
a ſprightful Gallant; that ſpoyles all his 
bopes, (hatters his Tane, and in ſhort, with 
one puff blows out every bit of his barting 
Candle , and bloſſoming deſigns. Now, | 
ſay , this was very well blown ; for it 
Coblers ſhould not ſome times be truſtrated 
in their plots and contrivances ; but ſhould 
always ſucceed in their brisk and jolly hu- 
mour , Without diſturbance or interruption, 
they might in time come to diſreſpect the 
great Maſters of Fancy , and place t00 
much conhdence in the /d ſve part of the 
world. But for all this great and juſt 
diſappointer may go to Church next Sunday; 
and give due reſpett and -atrendance to his 
In(truttor , notwithſtanding he did fo ut- 
terly 
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terly defeat the Cobler. I alſo deny not ; 
but that he that in the Evening lets in the 
air at three or tour Windows ; may pollibly 
keep people from ſleeping too ſecurely , 
and ſo preſerve their houſes from bei 
afterwards burnt. But ſuppoſe a Divine 
has a mind to walk right on to his Lodgings, 
and not to make ſuch remarks and obſerve- 
tions in his paſlage : there is no reaſon that 
he preſently (hould be counted a ſenſeleſs 
ſor , and others the only Wits and Humox- 
riſts of the Age. For you know, Sir, 
it the night be very dark , and people be 
but faſt aſleep ; Windows, commonly ſo 
call'd, are very trail, and trangible things , 
and they will calily Z Way tO a cuagel 
i. clowniſhly, and nnhamornr ſomely ap- 
plyed ; as well as if directed by the moſt 
ingenious and frolicksome hand. Where- 
upon | (ay again, as we ought to take ſpecial 
care that we do not ſet too low an eſteem 
upon theſe enterpriſes : ſo on the other lide , 
not ſo ro overvalue them , as to think, 
but that our fore-ſathers pollibly might 
have attempted ſomething in this great kind ; 
And therefore if the Afiniſter, in his Sermon 
gives ſober rules, and advice to live peace- 
ably, and modeſtly ; and to make n_ 
1011 
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&/0n for offences committed ; he may with 
much more reaſon be believed , and liſten'd 
to , than wonder'd, or laugh'd at : for the 
Jeſt is never a whit the leſs, though the 
Glaſs be paid tor. I have alſo ( according 
as my occaſions would permit ) taken 
into ſome conlideration, that great affair of 
Apples ſpilling. Azd 1am thinking, Sir, 
that if the Barker ſtands a little leaning a- 
gainſt the wal, or ſloping, upon a board : 
and that the Apples be very round, and the 
ſarpriſe be very ſudden , and that the medi- 
rating Governeſs be very old, ſtiff, or lamed ; 
} no then verily believe chat much of the lz- 
mented fruit may get into the kennel , be. 
fore it can poſhbly be recovered. Bur ſup. 
poſe there be not ſuch great advantages to 
make all things thus ealily hopeful : and 
yet that the contrivance is ſuch, that the 
humour takes, agg the trolick ſucceeds ; 
however let us behave oyr ſelves with ſome 
calmneſs, and moderagn; and not as it 
we had killed a Giant , of New the Dragon. 
I muſt therefore always confeſs, that I did 
more than a little admire, at the {ſmooth and 
even temper of that Gentleman ; who find- 
ing a pail of TNington Alk ſtanding all 2- 
lone at the door, and putting tt out every 
drop 


, 


_ — 


[195] 


drop into the freer went on as unconcern'd 


| about his buſineſs , as if he had done no- 


u— 


— 


— 
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thing, but wath'd his hands that day : where- 
a5 if ſuch a ſpecial opportuniry had fallen 
into ſome other humoursſts hands, who was 
apt to everplame himielt upon ſuch enrer- 
priſes ; he would have run preſently back , 
to have told it at his Lodgings; have counted 
himſelt as great a Wit, as Ben Johnſon , 
Fletcher, and Beaumont , and have utterly 
delpis'd all the ſtarch d humourleſs Black- 
coats tor (1x weeks after, becauſe of the greac 
adventure of the Adlk, 

It I were art leifure, Sir, 1 might alſo 
briefly mention anocher fort of more ſirewd 
and juascions Deſpiſers : who have a very 
{trange opinion ot Religion , Scripture, and 
the Clergy : but they profels it is not out of 
humour, frolick , or any prejuazce ; but that 
they have look'd far back into the Fffory of 
the World, obſerv'd the riſe and decay of 
Kingaoms , conſulted the Laws and anclina- 
tions of humane nature, and have very well 
weigh'd, and examin'd the niceſt circuns- 
ftancer , and poſſibility of things : and here- 
upon do very much wonder, that ſuch think- 
ing creatures as men, thould be fo long de- 
luded with Lugbears and tales ; and the 

ground- 


od 
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groundleſs traditions of the miſfaben and 
empoſing Prieſts. And I need not, | fup- 
poſe, Sir, tell you, that thele are the Ds/- 
ciples of Mr. Hobbs. And what ſirift 
weighers, and punttual examiners of things 
thele are like ro be, you may very near 
gheſs, by the calineſs of their Converſion to 
his Dotirine and opinions : one he comes , 
and ſays he is very confident that Ar. Hobbs 
1s a Gentleman, and a great Diſcoverer of 
Truth ; for he hears of ſeveral very accom- 
pliſh'd and creditable perſons , that do very 
much admire the old Gentleman, and are 
cloſe adberers to his Principles : and there- 
fore he is reſolv'd to be a fine perſon 
too ; and to be as accompliſsd, and credita- 
ble as they ; and to believe all, ſay all, and 
admire all ; that they believe, ſay, and ad- 
mire , ſo ſoon as any body would be fo 
kind as to tell him any one thing that Afr. 
Hobbs holds : For if he could bur get it once 


by the end, let him alone for the improving | 


and management of it : another ſays, he is 
altogether as ſure that all the world is in 
a miſtake, except Afr. Hebbs and his follow- 
ers : for that he was lately at a meeting, 
where a friend of his aſſerted right down 
Athei/me to the very teeth of a Clergy-man: 

or, 
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er, that it there were any God at all, ic muſt 
be a kind of nooden God,fuch as Mr. Hoth:'s 
God : and he knows this friend of his to be 
ſo much a G entlemman, and of fo much inte- 


| grity' and conlideration, that he would 


cor to lay any fuch thing , if he had not 
well examin'd it , ard tound reaſon to con- 
clude fo : and theretore, tor his part, he ſhall 


' take his word, and Judgment concerning 


the bulineſs of a God, betore any avethads- 
cal Priefs that dotes upon his Bible, Yes, 
ſays a third; Mr. Hobb''s Philoſophy is cer- 
tainly the only Philoſophy : he muſt needs 
be a br ave man; | durk almoſt (wear, ſays 
he, that what he holds is abſolutely rue , let 
it be about what it will: or elſe ſuch a one 


| would never have thewn fo much z4 lreeding, 
| and excourared ſo much error , as to begin 
| his bealth with fuch cerewony and obſervance. 


It it pleaſe the fates, the next company | come 
into, I'll put it about, twoina hand, upon 


; my word; and it ſhall run, 7» Mr. Hobbs, «nd 
' thr wtrer confutation of all Spirits and ſpirt- 


tual men , and (0 he 15 ſuttciently enter” ,and 
faſt cnough.C,by all means,fays a fourth, Mr. 
Hob: muſt needs be in the right : Ill pawn 
half my Eſtate upon it, that he 1s: He 
thail diſpute with all the Ecclefiaſticals for a 


hundred 
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hundred pounds of my Mony. For he per- 


g 


ceives now Where the pinch of the buline(s | \ 


lies : tor he has wor= him above this halt year 
in his pocker,day and z:ght : and have above 


before , and ſome after the Candle was out. 
O, ſays he, how ignorant, and deadly cold 
am I, it by chance 1 leave him at home : he 
1s a great deal more comfortable and warm 
than a ſquirrel in the ſleeve. Bur if you hap- 
pen upon one, that has worn the Phydoſopber 
ſolong , that two or three of his Phraſes are 
got through his pocket, and at leaſt have inſi- 


1 


twenty places of moment turn'd down : ſome | 


nuated themſelves into his _— He | 
compa- 


proves pny a Chair-man In a 

mes : and it he 

he is as great a Prince, as ever Myr. Hobbs 
gave power to, Then, come Sir , ſays he, 
Come now for your /mmaterial ſubſtances : 
have you ever a one about you, Sir ? I hear 
that you are nuch acquainted with them : 
you live by the Spir:4 , Sir, it is a wonder 
that you ſhould not have one 1n your _ 
I have got hoveſt Material Mr, Hobbs in 
mine. Icould thew you tor a need, Sir, 
Spirit of Wine, Spirit of Salt, or Spiri of 
Harts-byrn : but I have enquired, and never 
could get, or ſec any Spirit of Subſtance, 


Srievit 


ucks but upon a Clergy-man, | 
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* | Spirit of Subſtance ! that's fine inleed. 
| W hat, Eſſence of Eſſence ? Preny | profes. 
' | Indeed we have had very curious time of it : 
a company of very ſeeing Priefts and ſearch- 
ing Philoſophers : that thould go on, and 
on, and teach one another ſuch plain, palpa- 
| | ble, and manifeſt cena iicns AsK 
them , how ſuch an Efte&t come to paſs: 
| | it 1s done, fay they, by an incorporeal 
| o_ —_— acute indeed ! that is, 
y no body : or by a no bo : or by a 
”o res thing. = was eu tor this 
' | Nation, that M4. Hobbs was born at laſt, #® 
| and half a dozenof wm of willingneſs, and 
| | parts, to underſtand him, otherwiſe the 
' world had continued in a brave blind condi- 
| tion, Ir is nor, Sir, to my purpoſe , at pre- 
| ſent, ro meddle with, or examine their Afa- 
fters Principles + but I much wonder , 4ee- 
' Ing they may be dayly convincd, how 
| much he has been miſtaken in his Aſfathema- 
| ical attempts ; that they ſhould take his 
| bare word , and believe him not to be fay- 
ling in his other Writings ; becauſe he con- 
fidently ſays, he proceeds by evident con- 
nexion, and demonſtration. And whereas 
heretofore it was a work of many years ſtu- 
dy,and ſeriouſneſs ; that could entitle one but 
N to 
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to be ſuſpefted of Atheiſm : now he that has 
but ſeen A. Hobbs's Boots, and can make 
but a Afou/e-trap, 1s as fully provileag d, as it 
he could pluck up the Earth by the roots, or 
make 4 man. 

| believe, Sir, there may be ſeveral others 
that without any reaſon at all are ill afteted 
rowards the Clergy. One thinks that what- 
ever Epiſcopacy be, yet the Land; thereunto 
belonging are not jure divino: another is 
of opinion that the Clergy muſt by no means 
ride, becauſe they are to go, and teach all 
Nations. And others there be, who are 
therefore againſt 77thes, becauſe they think 
they give them. Bur cheſe were partly men- 
tion'd in my former : and it they were not, 
it is all one, for Ican ſay no more at pre- 
ſent, being ſuddenly ſent for into Devon- 
ſire : where | expett to find ſuch employ- 
ment, as will certainly ſecure the world, 
from me being ever troubleſome in this kiad 
again, I am once more, 


Str, 
May 2, Tour bumble Servant, 
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Books Printed for, and Sold by Natha- 
nic! Brook, at the Angel i» Cornhill 
near the Royal Exchange. 


Foho, 

He admired Piece of Phyliognomy , 
Chyromancy, Metopoſcopy, the {yme- 
trical Proportion and ſignal Moles of the 
Body explain'd, with the Interpretation of 
Dreams ; to which is added the Art of Me- 
mory ; Illuſtrated with Figures , both plea- 
ſant and profitable , with very large Addi- 

tions : By Richard Sanders, Price 12 5. 
The ſo well entertain'd Work , The new 
World of Words , or, A general Engliſh 


| Dictionary, containing all Terms in Naviga- 


tion, the Xrymology, Definitions, and pertect 
Interpretations of the proper (ignifications 
of hard Engl: words throughout the Arts 
and Sciences, Liberal and Mechanick ; as alſo 
other ſubjc&ts that are uſeful, or apperrain to 
the Language of- our Nation , a Work very 
neceſſary for ſtrangers as well as our own 
Countrey-men, for all perſons that would 
rightly underſtand what they diſcourſe or 
read, Colleted and Publithed, with above two 
thouſand words added in this third Edition , 
by E. P. Gent, Price 10 5, Mare 


Books Sold by Nath. Brook. 


e Uare [ 11/198 or, The Right, and Do- 
einion, cx Cwnerthip of the Brit ſþ Seas, 
laid down in two books, by Job Selden Eſq, 
a very learned piece, he for Scholars, and all 
Gentlemen and Travellers. 105. 


Quarte. 

The Conveyancer s Light, or, The Com- 
pleat Clerk, and Scriveners Guide , being an 
exact draught of all Prelidences and Afluran- 
c25 now 11 uſe ; likewifc the torm of all Bills 
Anſwers and Plieadings in C bazcery, as they 
were penn'd by divers learned Judges,eminent 
Lawyers,and great Conveyancers,borh anci- 
ent and modern , whereunto is added a Con- 
cordance from Richard 111. tothis very time; 
with very large Additions. 12 5 

Dan Juan Lamberto, a Comical Hiſtory 
of the late paſt times in Droll, 1 5. 

A Treatiſc of Taxes and Contributions , 
very requilit tor Stateſmen, fc. 1 #4. 

A new Deſcription of the County of 
SHI11109, \ 

The ingenious Satyr againſt Hypocrites. 

The Batchelours Banquet , or fiteen de- 
grees of Marriage. 

Large 0 ave, 

AMur's Arithmetick, much refined, and 

{il;o-ntly cleared from the former miſtakes 
0: 


Books Sold by Nath. Brook, 


of the Preſs. A work containing the whole 
art of Arithaetick , as well in \umbers as 
Species, together with many large Addi- 
tions ; By jonas Moor, Elq; 

Baker's Arithmetick, with large Additi- 
ons. 24. $d. 

Fax Nova Lingue Latine, anew Torch 
to the Latin Tongue , very much enlarged : 
By Pani Jas, Berenni,a Tranſylvaman: The 
tourth Edition, 5 5. 

Abecedariam Scholaſticum, or the Gram- 
mar Scholars Abecedary. By 7 ho. Hunt , 
Mafter of St. Saviowrs Free School in 
Sout hwark, 15. 6d. 

The Pſalms of King Devid Paraphraſed, 
and turn'd into Eng/:ſþ Verſe according to 
the Common Metre, By Advies Smith, 3 5. 

Ca/peper's laſt Legacy tohis Wite , with 
the Addition of 200 choice Receipts and 
Aphoriſms in Phylick , never publithed be- 
tore. 24. 64 

( «ipeper's School of Phylick. 

Culpeper's Semuntica Wranice, or his Judg- 
ment upon Diſeaſes, alſo a Treatiſe of Urins, 
uſctul tor all that ſtudy Phylick. 2 s. 6d. 

The Accomplith'd Cook, the Myſtery of 
the whole Art of Cookery : By the many 
years experience of Kober: May. 5 5. 
Wits 


Books Sold by Nath. Brook. 


Wirs Interpreter with Addition of theſe 
Courtly Games, viz. L'hombre , Piquit, 
Cheſs, Gleck, and Cribbidge, &c. 5 5. 

Loveday's Leners,newly Reprinted. 25. 6d. 

The Compleat Midwites Prattiſe, fo plain 
that the meaneſt Capacity may calily attain 
the knowledge of the whole Art, IIluſtrated 
with ſeveral Cuts in Braſs. 

The Hiſtory of the 7 wrbib Wars in Huz- 

ary,ec. and other Provinces ot the Geravan 

pire, from 1432 t0 1664. 2 7. 

A Store-houſe to the Lat1n I ongue,an ex- 
cellent help to Learners, by F. P- /-ercums. 

The Glories and Triumphs of His Ma- 
jclty Charles the Second. 2 5. 

A Platform for Purchaſers, a Guide for 
Builders, &c. by #. '-. Surveyor. 2 5. 6. 

An Hiſtorical Eſſay, endevouring a proba- 
bility , that the Language of China is the 
primitive Language, by 7.9. Eiq; 2 5. 

\ Small 00tave and Tweloer, 

A Treatiſe of Contentation, fit for theſe 

ſad times,by F. Hall Biſhop of Norwich. x 4. 
The natural Hiſtory of Nitre,by .C, 15, 
The Art of Simpling,c5c. by #/ Coles. 15, 
The Queens Cloſer Opened, Fc. 25 64, 
Owids Metamorphoſis, Farnaby's Notes, 
Juvena! of Perſeu', Farneby's Notes. 

F ar n 1- 
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Books Sold by Nath. Brook. 

F arn iby's Phraſes. 

Dux Grammaticns, per Jobs Clerk, 

I he teartul fate of Francis Spira, 8 4, 

Adagia Seutica, Sench Proverbs,c4c.6 d. 

A Diicourſe of the Small Pox, and Ob- 
ſervations on the French Fox, by iS. f 

Cocker's new Copy -book, or Englands 
Penman. 

A new and exa&t Map of the World, 
with the neweſt Diſcoveries of all the Parts 
in Perſia and other places, with a Deſcription 
thereot, ficted for all Chimney-pieces, &c. 

A large new and exa&t Map, with a true 
Deſcription of the City of London, and its 
Ruins faithfully ſurvey'd,wherein is declared 
Its Original, Antiquities, Monuments, Cu- 
ſtoms, Rights and Priviledges, according to 
the ancient Charters granted by ſeveral 
Kings ; with its juriſdition; a diſtinRion of 
the Wards, with the names ot the Streets, 
L anes,and Alleys, Fe. a Relation of the Fi- 
ring, and the manner how it is to be Rebuilt, 
Ge. in Cloth and Colours. 12 5. 

An hiſtorical Diſcourſe of Fixed Stars, 
with Mathematical Demonſtrations, by Sic 
Chr. Hevdon. 1 5. *© 

Cleat * 4% [ revived. Poems, Cc. F $ d. 

D:, 5,nwthon the French Diſeaſe. 


The 


Books Sold by Nath. Brook. 
The Man Midwife, bcing a Guide for 
Midwives and Child-bearing Women in 
times of Conception and Bearing, and Nur- 
_—_— Children, fit to be known. 

Royal Buckler or Lectures for Trai- 
tors, being a rational Trac ro perſwade men 
ro keep Alliegeance to His Majeſty and Suc- 
cellors,geclaring the neceſliry of Subjects to 
ſhew their Loyalty. 

An ns of Barclays Summuns bonum. 

The Life of a Reverend Divine, Dr. Tho. 
Fuller, Author of the Holy War and State, 
and many other learned Books, 

Danger of continuing , and the greater 
of Apoſtatizing to the Romiſh Religion , 
by KR, F. 


There you may be furniſhed with all ſorts 
of Stationary Wares: Blank Bonds of ſeve- 
ral ſorts, v+z., Bonds lingle, Engliſh or La- 
ew, double, Engliſh or Latin, Counter, 
lingle or double ; Arbitration ; ſeveral Pay- 
ments ; Performance of Covenants ; to ſave 
harmleſs , Sheriffs Bonds. Bills of Deb, 
Letters of Actorney, Bills of Sale, Releaſes 


Bills of Lading, Engliſh, French, Dutch, I- 
talian, or Spaniſh , Polices for Merchants, 
of all ſorts; Indentures for Lendo» Ap- 
prentices , or foreign Plantations, &c. 


